From the Pastor

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a
great cloud of witnesses, let us get rid of every burden and the sin that so easily
ensnares us, and let us run with patient endurance the race that is laid out for us. 2 Let us
keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, who is the author of our faith and the one who brings it to its
goal. In view of the joy set before him, he endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has
taken his seat at the right hand of God’s throne. 3 Carefully consider him who endured such
hostility against himself from sinful people, so that you do not grow weary and lose
heart.4 You have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood in your fight against
sin. 5 Have you also forgotten the encouragement that addresses you as sons? My son, do not
regard the Lord’s discipline lightly, and do not become weary of his correction. 6 For the Lord
disciplines the one whom he loves, and he corrects every son he accepts 7 Endure suffering as
discipline. God is dealing with you as sons. Is there a son whose father does not discipline
him? 8 If you are not disciplined (and all of us have received it), then you are illegitimate
children and not sons. 9 In addition, we have earthly fathers who disciplined us, and we respected them. Should we not submit even more to the Father of the spirits and live? 10 They
disciplined us for a little while, according to what seemed best to them, but God disciplines us
for our good, so that we may have a share in his holiness. 11 No discipline seems pleasant
when it is happening, but painful, yet later it yields a peaceful harvest of righteousness for
those who have been trained by it. Hebrews 12:1-11
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THE PASSION HISTORY—HIS AND OURS
We have begun the season of Lent. During Lent we focus on the details of
all that Jesus did to save sinners. The cross stands out as the altar of Christ’s sacrifice. There are many symbols that remind us of Jesus’ passion—30 pieces of silver,
a rooster, a crown of thorns, and even the nails. No symbol surpasses the cross.
For the cross was the ultimate instrument of Jesus’ suffering and death.
Jesus’ first disciples did not understand their Lord when he spoke to them
of the cross. They did not realize that the cross and their “Teacher” belonged together, like a king and his crown. Still less, they understood that all His disciples
attain life only through the cross. And they struggled to comprehend that our Lord
doesn’t spare His people wearisome suffering.
Our Lord’s passion teaches us much. First and foremost, we learn of His
infinite love for people through His complete sacrifice.
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COMMUNION
SCHEDULE
Communion is
offered regularly on the
1st and 3rd Sundays of
each month, and the
Wednesday that
precede that Sunday.
Individual Cup will be
available at the
Sunday Communion
Services. Individual Cup
will be available at the
Wednesday
Communion Services.


Sun., March 7
Wed., March 3 & 17
Sun., March 21

AFTERNOON
WORSHIP
Please join us for an
afternoon worship
service on the second
Tuesday of each month.
Individual cup
communion will be
served.

1:30 p.m., Tuesday
March 9, 2021

WELLSPRING
Zion conducts
worship services at
The Wellspring
Lutheran Home on the
3rd and 4th
Wednesday of each
month. Services begin
at 10 a.m.
The Wellspring
Lutheran Home is
located at
1236 S. Monroe St.
Monroe, MI
48161



Jesus’ passion reminds us also that we are to expect to suffer as well. We
are to understand and bear our personal crosses and sufferings. We expect this and
should appreciate our personal passion history! Thus the admonition in Hebrews:
“Let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let
us run with perseverance that race marked out for us.” The writer also exhorts us
on where to fix our eyes in the time of trial. (see Hebrews 12:2.)
Notice that we begin by looking inside ourselves to our own sinful heart
(v.1). In that way we begin to understand our bitterest foe– our sinfulness—and
how to fight it. What suffering is there, after all, that we can accept without sin
rebelling against it? The Christian who has had to fight the hottest battles in the
times of testing can tell how the real sting of testing lies in the sin—filled reaches
of our heart. Such a person knows how much courage it takes to fight this enemy
in order to experience the blessing of cross and trial by conquering our personal
sinfulness and sins.
Next we look into God’s heart, and we learn the love of the Father in the
chastisement of His children (vs. 5-11). This also helps us understand the promise:
“Where sin increased, grace increased all the more” (Romans 5:20). A Christian is not
above feeling pain, but they understand that His Father is allowing the passion to
train His child to trust only in His promised strength and help.
Above all, we look at Christ’s cross, remembering that the Author of our
faith is also its Perfecter (vs.2-4). Patient trust is especially hard when sorrow lingers on. We are urged to look to our Savior. He is the field general, proceeding
ahead of His troops; we merely follow where He has led. The God-Man fought
and suffered far more than any other fighter or crossbearer. Through suffering, the
Author of our salvation was made perfect (2:10), and His whole life was and is a
perfect example of trust in His Father’s gracious will and ways.
Finally, there parades before us that great cloud of witnesses who have conquered (v.1). Their victory inspires us to struggle and persevere. Christ, alone
and forsaken by man and God, gathered through His redeeming struggle a huge
group of the most wonderful witnesses—the patriarchs, the prophets, the martyrs.
(see chapter 11). These all walked the thorn-filled path of faith, “people whom the
world was not worthy.” He has added to their ranks over the course of centuries all
the pious New Testament crossbearers with their personal passion histories.
They didn’t win on their own merit and worthiness but it was the Savior
who glorified Himself and His Father through them. All of them, now brought to
glory by their glorified Lord, urge us to persevere in the struggle, so that we may
finally overcome in our personal passion history, just as they have overcome.
This Lenten season, may we study, treasure, and appreciate again Christ’s
passion history. In doing so, it will move us to . . .
“throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles,
and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.”

March Schedule:

Due to Phase 4
COVID-19,
NO SERVICES
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E D U C AT I O N A L O P P O RT U N I T I E S


LUTHERAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL — Zion started a school in 1858. Currently we teach students from
Preschool through 8th grade. Our staff of five teachers are both certified and experienced to
provide instructions in all academic areas, but especially in God’s Word. They are:
Deanna Schneck — Preschool
Stacey Sordahl—Kindergarten
Michelle Roth — Grades 1 & 2
Kurt Nielsen — Grades 3, 4, & 5
Bryan Schneck — Grades 6, 7, & 8 and Principal
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Principal’s Report – March Zion Messenger
“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that
the world may believe that you have sent me. I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be
one as we are one— I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the
world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.” – John 17:20-23
Jesus prayed these words in Gethsemane, just a little while before he was arrested, tried, unjustly
condemned, and crucified. Jesus knew what was about to happen. He knew that it was necessary to complete God’s plan of salvation. How amazing that there in the garden, almost 2000 years ago, he was thinking
of us – those who would believe in him through the message brought from the apostles down through the
ages to generation after generation of believers. We have the privilege to continue bringing the message to
the next generation through our church’s ministry, and through Zion Lutheran School, sharing the message
of the Gospel to young hearts on a daily basis, and assisting parents by providing the God’s Word and a
Christian environment that nurture’s the growing faith of the students in our care, preparing them to stand
firm in that faith in this sin-darkened world.
Throughout the continued challenges of Covid restrictions, our school year continues to be blessed.
We are thankful that the virus has had only a small impact on our school family, and we pray that by God’s
grace that its impact remains minimal. Though some restrictions continue, we have been able to begin our
basketball season and have several games planned for March, though there will be no tournament this year.
Our scheduled Prairiefire Theatre Program has again been postponed until next year, but the teachers are
getting together a school musical for our students to present in April, It’s Cool in the Furnace. Pastor Nathan
Fager of St. Paul’s, Monroe has graciously offered to assist us in directing this production. Our plan is to present the play outdoors. We also are planning our Biennial CEA Auction to be held outdoors the week prior
to the musical, so a busy spring is coming up.
As our enrollment season opens, we have plans for not only our Kindergarten Round-up, but also
classroom “roundups” where students who will be moving to a new classroom next year get a chance to experience their future classroom for a day. We hope to continue the growth started this year and are praying
that God brings even more families to our doors this next school year. We encourage our congregation
members to invite any friends or family who might be interested in Christian education to contact us and see
what we have to offer.
Thank you, Zion congregation, for your continued support of the training of Christ’s lambs and
sheep!
God’s blessings on your month and your celebration of Lent,
Principal Bryan Schneck

MARCH, 2021 MESSENGER ~ PAGE 4

F O R Y O U R I N F O R M AT I O N
Lenten Suppers
Due to COVID-19 restrictions there will be no Lenten Suppers this year.
We look forward to the possibility of returning to our usual Lenten
routines next year.

SUNDAY, MARCH 14TH
DAYLIGHT SAVING

ZION SCHOOL
O PEN HOUSE
T U E S D AY , M A R C H 2 3 R D
5:30 TO 7 P.M.

Tuesday, March 30th
8:00 to 11:30 a.m.
______________

Please contact the office if you
have any questions!
(734) 242-1378
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ZION CEA Auction
Sunday, April 18, 2021
Mark your calendars—We are planning on having the CEA auction! We
will be hosting it OUTSIDE to accommodate for COVID-19 protocols.
There will be a food truck available for lunch. We are promoting
Shop Small—Shop Monroe.
We are getting donated items from local businesses and restaurants. If
you would like to donate an item we request that the item is NEW or
handcrafted. Baked good items have to be wrapped individually.
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C O U N C I L M EE T I N G H I G H LI G H T S
There were 9 members present for the meeting.

M e e t i n g
C o u n c i l
2 0 2 1
1 8 ,
F e b r u a r y
t h e
F r o m

Council

highlights

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 PM by Chairman Sordahl
I. The meeting was opened with a devotion by Pastor Ulrich “JESUS TRANSFORMS US”
II. M/S/C to approve the council minutes from 17-DEC-2020 (Kipf, Krueger)

III.
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

M/S/C to approve the submitted Pastoral Report from 21-JAN-2021. (Kipf, Freiny)
BoEd met on 9-FEB
Elders will recommend that worship schedule remains unchanged (TH 7PM, SUN 8:30 & 10:30)
Mr. Krueger has prepared a newsletter and bulletin blurb regarding Zion financial shortfall
Michelle Roth returned her call to Trinity LES
Rev James Hein returned the call to serve as Assoc. Pastor here at ZLS.

IV.
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

M/S/C to approved the Principal Report of 12-JAN-2021 as printed and submitted (Freiny, Kipf)
Enrollment is at 73
Basketball season is underway
Spirit Week was a success
Q3 started on JAN 11
Quite a few students that were enrolled as a placeholder until MPS opened have decided to stay

V. Board Reports
A. M/S/C to accept Board of Ed report (Freiny) as printed, submitted, and distributed. (Kipf, Hill)
a We have a Chromebook for each student in the primary grades
b Christmas service was recorded on 11-DEC and uploaded on 20-DEC
c Tuition rates are recommended to remain unchanged, except Pre-K (new business)
d Pre-K rate will be recommended to go from 180 to 200 (new business)
e Cleaning service fee will raise from $180 to $400 for primary school families (new business)
B.M/S/C to accept the 4Q2020 and Statistical verbal report from Board of Elders. (Krueger, Feurstenberg)
a. Recommend that worship schedule remains unchanged (new business)
B. Recommend that ZLC not host Pastor/Teacher conference (new business)
C.Board of Outreach – verbal report (Kipf, Hill)
A.Working with Pastor Fager about possibly going door to door
D.Board of Service & Fellowship – verbal report, focus on time. (Kipf, Feurstenberg)
E.Board of Stewardship report – no report
F.Board of Trustees – No report
A.Pastor Ulrich recommends that one of the Trustees chair the Cottage committee
B. Forward any ideas for cottage to Mr. Grubb
C. Mr. Schneck reminds us to check in on the electricity in the Cottage
D.A new council member has recommended that Mr. Chandonnet be added to the Cottage committee
E.We also need a “Parsonage” committee to assess the empty parsonage and other church-owned properties
F.Sump-pump needs servicing
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M e e t i n g

III. MSC to accept Committee Reports – (Krueger, Freiny)

t h e

F e b r u a r y

1 8 ,

2 0 2 1

II. Financial Secretary’s report is submitted for the month of DEC 2020 and YTD and included in the handout

C o u n c i l

VI. M/S/C to accept the Treasurer's Report: Balance Sheet DEC 2020, P&L Comparison for DEC 2020, Budget vs. Actual for JAN-DEC 2020, P&L by class for JAN-DEC 2020, P&L by month JAN-DEC 2020, as printed
and submitted, and included in the handout packet (Krueger, Feurstenberg)
a. December saw an increase in contributions and gifts
b. Question was raised about incoming charity dollars from Kroger and AmazonSmile. Where are those dollars being recorded?
c. Net Income is still in the red, but significantly improved from last year. Last year was -$46929, this year is
-$22529

F r o m

Council

highlights

C O U N C I L M EE T I N G H I G H LI G H T S ( C O N T . )

packet. (Krueger, Feurstenberg)
a. In balance with treasurer
b. Overall quiet month
Joe Schmeling and Bill Salow will be working together
Financial Staff Committee – verbal report,
a cannot move to semi-monthly payroll until NOV 2021
b Direct Deposit cannot be changed for 2021, but we are still being charged $50/mo. Committee to discuss
further, cannot be addressed again until NOV 2021
c Brenda is working with health ins to get a credit due to an overcharge
b. Budget Committee – no report
c. Nominating Committee – no report
d. Security Committee – No Report
e. Audit Committee – No report
f. Technology Committee – video system in new business
IX. Unfinished Business
a. Tenets of Leadership – The Blessings of Baptism
X. New Business
a. M/S/C to keep worship service schedule unchanged (Feurstenberg, Krueger)
b. M/S/C to withdraw from hosting the Pastor/Teacher conference in FEB which has already been cancelled
(Krueger, Kipf)
M/S/C to approve the 2021-2022 tuition as follows (Freiny, Hill, and Grubb)
a K-8 tuition and registration remains unchanged
b Pre-K increases from $180-$200/mo
c Cleaning Fee increase from $180 to $250 per student or $450 per K-8 family with more than 1 student (not
Pre-K)
d. M/S/C to purchase a PC for the balcony $750 from 9605 undesignated (Krueger, Schmeling)
XI. FYI
a. Pastor Hein has received his call
May want to invest in TV screens to replace the hymn boards
XII. With no other business needing attention, a motion was M/S/C to adjourn with prayer by Pastor Ulrich at
8:31 PM (Krueger, Grubb)
Next council meeting will occur on February 18, 2021 7PM
Respectfully submitted,
Benjamin Husby
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MINISTERIAL ACTS
Robert Dahl passed away on Monday, February 15, 2021.
Services were held at Zion on Thursday, February 18, 2021.

M EMORIALS

( GIVEN

TO

G E N E R A L F U ND

U N L E S S O T H E R W I S E NO T E D )

In memory of Howard Pitcher from
Bari & WendyWaltz
Rebekah Behrman
Larry & Delores Simmons
Jim & KathyVanisacker
In memory of Betty Bashaw to Killarney Camp from
Bari &WendyWaltz
In memory of DannieYounglove from
Bari &WendyWaltz
In memory of Andy Pinchoff from
Barb Fitzgibbon
In memory of Tom Norman from
Barb Fitzgibbon
Sean & Stephanie Nixon
In memory of Bob Dahl
KathyWozniak
Beth Nied
Frank & Kris Tomczak
Carol Pitcher
Ray & Brenda Chandonnet
Marv & Jean Baumann
Tim & Arlene Stanifer
Floral City A’s
Barb Fitzgibbon
Charles & Ann Myland
Annetta Miller
Gregg & HollyYaeger
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MARCH HIGHLIGHTS
Mon., March 1
Wed., March 3
Fri., March 5
Sun., March 7
Tues., March 9
Wed., March 10
Fri., March 12
Sun., March 14
Wed., March 17
Thurs., March 18
Sun., March 21
Tues., March 23
Wed., March 24
Sun., March 28
Tues., Mar. 30

9:45 a.m. Pastor’s Circuit Meeting @ St. Paul’s, Monroe
7:00 p.m. 3rd Lenten Midweek Worship Service (IC)
No school
8:30 & 10:30 a.m. 3rd Lent Worship Services (IC)
BIC Class #2
1:30 p.m. Worship (IC)
7:00 p.m. 4th Lenten Midweek Worship Service
Zion Early Dismissal @ 11:00 a.m.
8:30 & 10:30 a.m. 4th Lent Worship Services
BIC Class #3
7:00 p.m. 5th Lenten Midweek Worship Service (IC)
7:00 p.m. Church Council
8:30 & 10:30 a.m. 5th Lent Worship Services (IC)
BIC Class #4
5:30 to 7 p.m., School Open House
7:00 p.m., 6th Lenten Midweek Worship Service
8:30 & 10:30 a.m. 6th Lent Worship Services
BIC Class #5
8:00 to 11:30 a.m. Kindergarten Round-Up

M ARCH V OLUNTEERS
March 3 & 7

March 10 & 14

March 17 & 21

March 24 & 28

Mar. 3
Rob Krueger
Ralph Naveaux

Mar. 10
Ray Chandonnet
Erich Freiny
Bob Trowbridge
Dave McKenzie

Mar. 17
Tony Affholter
Dan Fuerstenberg
Mark Fuerstenberg
Tim Fuerstenberg

Mar. 24
Joe Koch
Joe Schmeling
Dave Benge
Aaron Benge

Mar. 14
8:30 a.m.
Ray Chandonnet
Erich Freiny
Bob Trowbridge
Dave McKenzie

Mar. 21
8:30 a.m.
Tony Affholter
Dan Fuerstenberg
Mark Fuerstenberg
Tim Fuerstenberg

Mar. 28
8:30 a.m.
Mark Kipf
Keith McBee
David Krueger
Russ Vitale

10:30 a.m.
Rich Heusman
Jeff Heusman
Klaus Koenig
Juergan Koenig
Matt McCormick

10:30 a.m.
Joe Koch
Joe Schmeling
Dave Benge
Aaron Benge

10:30 a.m.
Alan Bober
Jeremy Robinson
Jacob Robinson
William Robinson

ALTAR
GUILD
USHERS

Mar. 7
8:30 a.m.
Rob Krueger
Ralph Naveaux
10:30 a.m.
Alan Bober
Jeremy Robinson
Jacob Robinson
William Robinson
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Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us get rid of every burden and the sin that so easily
ensnares us, and let us run with patient endurance the race that
is laid out for us. 2 Let us keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, who is the
author of our faith and the one who brings it to its goal. In view
of the joy set before him, he endured the cross, disregarding its
shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of God’s
throne. 3 Carefully consider him who endured such hostility
against himself from sinful people, so that you do not grow weary and lose heart.4 You have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood in your fight against sin. 5 Have you also forgotten the encouragement that addresses you as sons? My son, do
not regard the Lord’s discipline lightly, and do not become weary of his correction. 6 For the Lord disciplines the one whom he
loves, and he corrects every son he accepts 7 Endure suffering as
discipline. God is dealing with you as sons. Is there a son whose
father does not discipline him? 8 If you are not disciplined (and
all of us have received it), then you are illegitimate children and
not sons. 9 In addition, we have earthly fathers who disciplined
us, and we respected them. Should we not submit even more to
the Father of the spirits and live? 10 They disciplined us for a
little while, according to what seemed best to them, but God disciplines us for our good, so that we may have a share in his holiness. 11 No discipline seems pleasant when it is happening, but
painful, yet later it yields a peaceful harvest of righteousness for
those who have been trained by it. Hebrews 12:1-11
1

THE MESSENGER is printed monthly for the
members of Zion Ev. Lutheran Church for the
purpose of informing them of the upcoming
events along with sharing the good news of the
Gospel and information about our members. It is
also intended to help and inform those not in our
church family.
OFFICE: 734-242-1378
FAX: 734-242-7049
E-MAIL: office@zionmonroe.org
WEBSITE: www.zionmonroe.org
Pastor Ross Ulrich
734-240-3888
Principal Bryan Schneck
907-331-7761
Steve Sordahl, Church Council President
734-770-1149
John Hill, Treasurer
734-288-6798
Mona Vitale , Organist
734-242-8061
Ross Ernest, Organist
Dottie Bober, Organist
Deanna Schneck, Pianist
Kayla Liechty, Pianist
Chris Pitcher, Prayer Chain Contact
734-241-6377

CHURCH COUNCIL & BOARDS
PRESIDENT
Steve Sordahl
VICE-PRESIDENT
Jeff Grubb
SECRETARY
Ben Husby
FINANCIAL SECRETARY
Joe Schmeling
ASST. FINANCIAL SECRETARY
Bill Salow
TREASURER
John Hill
CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF EDUCATION
Erich Freiny
CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF ELDERS
Mark Kipf
CHAIRMAN, OUTREACH
Dan Fuerstenberg
CHAIRMAN, SERVICE & FELLOWSHIP
Mark Fuerstenberg, Ken Vagt, & Mel White
CHAIRMAN, STEWARDSHIP
Rob Krueger
Co- CHAIRMAN, TRUSTEES
Corey & Kevin Kohler

Brenda Chandonnet, Friends in Faith Contact
734-915-5477
Sherry Fuerstenberg, Ladies Serving
Groups Contact
734-654-3736
Amy Vanisacker, Office Coordinator
734-790-1481
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M ARCH , 2021

Z ION E V . L UTHERAN C HURCH & S CHOOL
S UNDAY

7

M ONDAY

T UESDAY

W EDNESDAY

T H U R S DA Y

F R ID A Y

S ATURDAY

1
2
9:45 a.m.
Pastor’s Circuit
Meeting @ St.
Paul’s, Monroe

3
7:00 p.m. MidweekLenten Worship #3
(IC)

4

5
No School

6

8

9
1:30 p.m., Worship
(IC)

10
7:00 p.m. MidweekLenten Worship #4

11

12
Early dismissal @
11:00 a.m.

13

15

16

17
7:00 p.m., Midweek
Lenten Worship #5
(IC)

18
7:00 p.m., Church
Council

19

20

22

23
5:30 to 7 p.m.,
School Open House

24
7:00 p.m., Midweek
Lenten Worship #6

25

26

27

29

30
Kindergarten Round
-up 8-11:30 a.m.

31
No Service

8:30 & 10:30 a.m.,
Worship (IC)
6:00 p.m. BIC #2

14

Daylight Saving
Time Begins

8:30 & 10:30 a.m.,
Worship
6:00 p.m. BIC #3

21

8:30 & 10:30 a.m.,
Worship (IC)
6:00 p.m. BIC #4

28

8:30 & 10:30 a.m.,
Worship
6:00 p.m. BIC #5
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Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church
& School
186 Cole Road
Monroe,
Michigan 48162

Tel: 734.242.1378
Fax: 734.242.7049
E-mail: office@zionmonroe.org
www.zionmonroe.org

Check out our website:
www.zionmonroe.org

ZION EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH
186 COLE RD., MONROE, MI 48162

