
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Hear the Gentle Voice of God 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ZION EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH, MONROE, MI 
(Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod) 

IN JESUS’ NAME WE WELCOME YOU! 
 

Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost                                                                           August 16 & 20, 2023   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

WELCOME TO ZION.  It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will 
strengthen your faith and fill your heart with the peace only God can give and the joy we have in believing 
that JESUS CHRIST is our Savior from sin.  
 
Worship Focus:  The gospel promises of our Lord Jesus Christ turn hearts to faith and strengthen faith. 
 
LITURGY:  SERVICE OF WORD & SACRAMENT                               CW pg. 26 
 
OPENING HYMN: CW 439                                                       “Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me” 
 

  
 
 

P:   The grace of our Lord () Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you. 
C:  And also with you. 



CONFESSION OF SINS 
 
P:  God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts. Therefore, 
let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 
 
The congregation may kneel. 
 
C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed 
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry 
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 
sinner. 
 
P:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice 
for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the Son () and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

LORD, HAVE MERCY 

Kyrie 

 

P:  For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear our 
prayer, O Lord. 
 

 
 
P:  For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to stand 
firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ. 
 

 
 
P:  For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their  
      worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
 

 
 



P:  Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your tender care: 
 

 
 
P:  The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 

 

 

 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P:  Let us pray. 

The minister says the Prayer of the Day. 

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we are to pray, and to give more 
than we either desire or deserve.  Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of 
which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for which we are not worthy to ask, except 
through the merits and mediation of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

 

THE WORD 

 

First Lesson                                                                                                               Matthew 14:22-33 

22 Immediately Jesus urged the disciples to get into the boat and to go ahead of him to the other side, while 
he dismissed the crowd. 23 After he had dismissed the crowd, he went up onto the mountain by himself to 
pray. When evening came, he was there alone. 24 By then the boat was quite a distance from shore, being 
pounded by the waves because the wind was against it. 25 In the fourth watch of the night, Jesus came 
toward them, walking on the sea. 26 When the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified 
and cried out in fear, “It’s a ghost!” 27 But Jesus spoke to them at once, saying, “Take heart! It is I! Do not 
be afraid.” 28 Peter answered him and said, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 
29 Jesus said, “Come!” Peter stepped down from the boat, walked on the water, and went toward 
Jesus. 30 But when he saw the strong wind, he was afraid. As he began to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save 
me!” 31 Immediately Jesus stretched out his hand, took hold of him, and said to him, “You of little faith, 
why did you doubt?” 32 When they got into the boat, the wind stopped. 33 Those who were in the boat 
worshipped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God!”  (EHV) 

                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PSALM 133-134                                                           pg. 115 

 

 
 

How good and pleasant it is* 

when brothers live together in unity! 

 

For there the LORD bestows his blessing,* 

even life forevermore. 

 

Refrain 

 

Praise the LORD, all you servants of the LORD* 

who minister in the house of the LORD. 

 

Lift up your hands in the sanctuary* 

and praise the LORD. 

 

May the LORD, the maker of heaven and earth,* 

bless you from Zion. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Refrain 

 

Refrain Tune: Columba Kelly. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SECOND LESSON                                                     Romans 9:1-5 
 
 9 I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying—my conscience testifies with me in the Holy 
Spirit 2 that I have great sorrow and continuous pain in my heart. 3 For I almost wish that I myself could be 
cursed and separated from Christ in place of my brothers, my relatives according to the flesh, 4 those who 
are Israelites. Theirs are the adoption as sons, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, 
and the promises. 5 Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, came the Christ, who 
is God over all, eternally blessed. Amen. (EHV) 
 
VERSE OF THE DAY 
P:  Alleluia. Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. Alleluia. 
(Hebrews 11:1) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN: CW 384                                                                         “By Grace I’m Saved” 
 

 
 
SERMON TEXT AND THEME:                                                           1 Kings 19:9-18 
 
 9 He came to a cave and spent the night there. Then the word of the LORD suddenly came to him, saying, 
“Why are you here, Elijah?” 10 He said, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of Armies, but the 
people of Israel have abandoned your covenant. They have torn down your altars and killed your prophets 
with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking to take my life.” 11 Then the LORD said, “Go out and 



stand on the mountain in the presence of the LORD, for the LORD is passing by.” Then a great and powerful 
wind tore the mountains and shattered rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind. 
After the wind came an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake. 12 After the earthquake there 
was a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. After the fire there was a soft, whispering voice. 13 When 
Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his cloak, and he went out and stood at the entrance to the cave. 
Then a voice came to him and said, “Why are you here, Elijah?” 14 He said, “I have been very zealous for 
the LORD, the God of Armies, but the people of Israel have abandoned your covenant. They have torn 
down your altars and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking to take my 
life.” 15 Then the LORD said to him, “Go back the way you came and go to the Wilderness of Damascus. 
When you get there, you are to anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16 You will also anoint Jehu son of 
Nimshi as king over Israel and Elisha son of Shaphat from Abel Meholah as prophet in your 
place. 17 Whoever escapes the sword of Hazael, Jehu will kill, and whoever escapes the sword of Jehu, 
Elisha will kill. 18 But I have preserved in Israel seven thousand whose knees have not bent to Baal and 
whose lips have not kissed him.” (EHV) 

 

Hear the Gentle Voice of God 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P:  Gracious God and Father, we praise you for the countless blessings, which we receive from your hand: 
the beauties of creation and the bounties of the earth, the joy of life and the pleasure of friendship, the 
good of work and the gift of rest, the privilege to share happiness and sorrow with one another. Above all 
we praise and thank you for your saving Word and for your Son’s body and blood, which you give us to eat 
and to drink in the sacrament. Through these means of grace, you send the Holy Spirit into our hearts and 
unite us to Jesus and to the whole Christian Church on earth. 
C:  Strengthen us through this heavenly food; increase our trust in Christ and our love for 
one another. 
 
P:  Great God and Lord, without your continuing help we easily waver in our faith, lose courage, and 
grow careless in our watchfulness. The times and days are perilous. Give us strength to face the evils of 
each day with fresh confidence. Open our lips to speak of your grace, and move us to use the gifts that you 
give us to share your Word of salvation with all people. Protect and prosper the family, the school, the 
government, and all good institutions that you have established for the benefit of society. Remember in 
mercy those who are sick and suffering, and bring your healing to troubled homes and lives. 
C:  Move us to pray for those in need and to help them with deeds of kindness.  
 
Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
 
P:  Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 
Silent prayer. 
 
P:  Now, eternal God and Father, keep us in the saving faith and so enable us to overcome all things 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done  

on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those  
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory  
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 
THE SACRAMENT 

Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the forgiveness of 

sins and the strengthening of our faith. In this supper we celebrate the gift of his redemption, we bear witness to 

the fellowship we share as confessors of the truth, and we proclaim his death until he returns. 

 
P:  The Lord be with you. 

 
 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 

 
 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 
P: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every  

spiritual blessing. He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children and to strengthen us when 
we are weak. 

 
Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his 
Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for 
ever and ever: 

 



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 

 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given  

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given 
for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my 
blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever 
you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 
 

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 
 

 
 

 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS:  CWS 768                                                                  “How Firm a Foundation” 
                                         CW 315                                      “Here, O My Lord, I See You Face to Face” 

 
 
 
 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



THANKSGIVING 

 
 
 
 
 

Benediction 
P: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify you in 

the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming again, and 
that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored 
to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 
 
 

P:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with  
       gladness. 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and () give you peace.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



CLOSING HYMN:  CW 433                                                                          “Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me” 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Officiants 
Accompanist:  Stepfanie Sitzman 

Liturgist & Preacher: Pastor Greg Sitzman 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*ALL CHURCH SERVICE AND MUSIC ITEMS ARE PRINTED UNDER ONE LICENSE – A-717618. 

 
 



Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Pastor Greg Sitzman: 734-309-7877; gsitzman@zionmonroe.org 

Principal:  Bryan Schneck:  907-331-7761; bschneck@zionmonroe.org 

CALL MEETING— Zion Voters meet and extended a call to Pastor Stephen Meyer.  He is currently serving 
a congregation in Rochester, MN.  Please keep him in your prayers as he deliberates where the Lord can 
best use his talents.  
 

 
BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP: 

Greetings Members of Zion! 

Through the first half of 2023 Zion has experienced a financial shortfall of $74,426.71 This 

shortfall is considerably higher than the shortfall last year at this time (halfway through 2022) which 

was $21,255.58. Zion has two distinct types of funds. The first is “Unrestricted” and is for general use, 

payroll, budgetary items, etc. The other is “Restricted”. These funds are for a specific use. The capital 

campaign is a good example of a “Restricted Fund”. Please see the box below for more detailed 

information.  

 

Balance Sheet 6/30/2022 9/30/2022 12/31/2022 3/31/2023 6/30/2023 

Unrestricted $265,513.32 $283,401.72 $280,808.72 $233,286.12 $209,382.01 

Restricted $334,979.50 $342,242.45 $412,263.99 $407,650.47 $393,229.72 

 

As you can see, the amount of Unrestricted funds continues to decrease as those funds are used 

for general operating expenses. The increase in restricted funds is mainly due to donations to the capital 

campaign and at the July 30, 2023 Voter’s meeting the Voters approved up to $123,750 for a major 

bathroom remodel of the bathrooms across from Pastors’ offices. The Capital Campaign will remain 

ongoing for other needed renovations. Thank you for your continued support Zion! 

 

Thank you, 

Board of Stewardship 
 

 
PINEWOOD DERBY:  It is that time of year again – Pinewood Derby Day.  This year the derby is going to 
take place on Sunday, September 10 at noon.  There are two workshop days for anyone who needs 
tools and a place to work on their car.   Workshop days are Saturday, August 26 at 9:00 a.m. and 
Saturday, September 9th at 9:00 a.m.  Remember the derby is open to young and old whether a church 
member or Zion School family.  The more participants the more fun for all. 
 
HELPING OUR CHURCH FAMILY: Friends in Faith has started a “Zion’s Meal Train”. The meal train is open 
to all male and female members of the Congregation interested in providing meals for fellow members in 
need. We are organizing an opportunity to donate meals for situations including surgeries/recovery, 
unexpected hospital stays, loss, birth of a child, etc. We will be utilizing the official Meal Train website 
(www.MealTrain.com) to stay organized. When many friends provide support through a meal, Meal Train 
keeps schedules, as well as provides locations and dietary restrictions. If you are interested in volunteering 
to prepare an occasional meal as needed, please contact Melissa Freiny at 734-652-1638.  



HVL NEWS:  New Name - Same Mission:  Huron Valley Lutheran HS is now Hope Christian 
Academy offering Christ-centered education for grades 6-12.  For quite some time, however, we will be 
utilizing both names as we transition to the new name.  Please continue to use the name HVL when 
writing checks or sending donations.  Once all the legal documents have been switched to the new name, 
we will make an announcement to begin using HCA for all purposes.  Please let us know if you have any 
questions. 
 
ZION ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES 
The church now has a limited number of assisted listening devices available for those who require it.  The 
devices have a single ear clip style headphone or an inductive neck loop for compatible hearing aids.  If you 
would prefer, you can also use your own headphones with a 3.5mm plug.  Simply plug in the headphones, 
turn on the device and adjust the volume to a comfortable level.  If you would like to use one of these 
devices, please see an usher for assistance.  

 
 

WELS CHURCH LOCATOR:  Will you be going on vacation this summer?  Will you be gone on a Sunday?  
There are plenty of WELS churches that would love to have you come and visit.  Just go to the WELS 
website (WELS.net) and click on the link for Church Locator (at the top of the page) or just use the code 
below. 

 
            
 
 
 
Coming up at Zion …. 
Sunday 9:00 a.m. Worship Service  
Tuesday 8:00 a.m. Zion School Begins 
Wednesday 7:00 p.m. Worship Service  
Saturday 9:00 a.m. Pinewood Derby Work Day 
Sunday 9:00 a.m. Worship Service  
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.5mm Headphone Jack 
Power button 

(hold 3 sec) 

Volume Down                                               Volume Up 



 
 
 
 

Summer Volunteers 
  July 2 

Aug. 6 
July 9 

Aug. 13 
July 16 
Aug. 20 

July 23 
Aug. 27 

 
July 30 

Altar Guild June – Helen 
Heusman & Lorrie 

Koenig 

 July – Ruth Ann 
Peters & 

Barb Friar 

 August – Gail Heusman, 
Hanna & Kayla Liechty 

Live Stream 
Helpers 

 
Rob Krueger 

 
Need Volunteer 

 
Miller Sordahl 

 
Steve Sordahl 

 

Ushers July 2 
Rich Heusman 
Jeff Heusman 

Jake Burke 
Juergan Koenig 

Matt McCormick 
Zach Turner 

 
Aug. 6 

Rich Heusman 
Jeff Heusman 

Jake Burke 
Juergan Koenig 

Matt McCormick 
Zach Turner 

July 9 
Russ Vitale 

Keith McBee 
Mark Kipf 

Joe Schmeling 
 
 

Aug. 13 
Russ Vitale 

Keith McBee 
Mark Kipf 

Joe Schmeling 

July 16 
Rob Krueger 

Ralph Naveaux 
Ray Chandonnet 

Erich Freiny 
 
 

Aug. 20 
Rob Krueger 

Ralph Naveaux 
Ray Chandonnet 

Erich Freiny 

July 23 
Tony Affholter 

Mark Fuerstenberg 
Ray Palmatier 
Jeff Douglas 

 
 

Aug. 27 
Tony Affholter 

Mark Fuerstenberg 
Ray Palmatier 
Jeff Douglas 

 
 
 

July 30 
Alan Bober 

Jeremy Robinson 
Jacob Robinson 

William Robinson 
Dave Benge 

Matt Hill 

Communion 
Helpers 

August 2 & 6 
Mark Kipf 

Ray Palmatier 

 July 16 
Jeremy Robinson 

Alan Bober 
 

August 16 
Ken Vagt 

 
August 20 

Jeff Heusman 
Jake Burke 

  

 
 
 


