
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ZION EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH, MONROE, MI 
(Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod) 

IN JESUS’ NAME WE WELCOME YOU! 
 

Second Sunday in Advent                                             December 4, 2022 
 

WELCOME TO ZION.  It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word 
will strengthen your faith and fill your heart with the peace only God can give and the joy we have 
in believing that JESUS CHRIST is our Savior from sin.  
 

Worship Focus: The coming of Christ in history and his return at the end of time proclaim the 
good news of God’s mighty deliverance.  Our hearts rejoice as we hear our deliverance described 
by Isaiah and as we listen to our Lord’s words of consolation to John.  This the Lord answers the 
Prayer of the Day and we are strengthened as we wait for our Savior’s return. 
 

Liturgy:  Service of the Word                                                              CW pg. 38  
 

OPENING HYMN:  CW 12                             “Hark the Glad Sound!   The Savior Comes” 
 

 
 

 



P:   The grace of our Lord () Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy  
       Spirit be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 
P:  We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear  
      children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore,  
      let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 
C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I  
      have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting 
      in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.  
      Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 
 
P:  God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of  
      our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God  
      give you strength to live according to his will. 
C:  Amen. 
 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 
P:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P:  Let us pray. 

The minister says the Prayer of the Day. 

Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of your mighty deliverance.  
Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us with your light; for you live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
 

 

 

LIGHTING OF 3RD CANDLE OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 
HYMN:  CW 23 (vs. 1, 2 & 3)               “Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel” 
 

 
 

 

 



THE WORD 
 
 

First Lesson                                     Isaiah 35:1-10 
 
35 The wilderness and the desert will be glad. The wasteland of the Arabah will rejoice and 
blossom like a crocus. 2 It will bloom lavishly, and there will be great joy and singing. The glory of 
Lebanon will be given to it. It will be excellent like Carmel and Sharon. They will see the glory of 
the LORD, the majesty of our God. 3 Strengthen the weak hands, and make the shaky knees steady. 
4 Tell those who have a fearful heart: Be strong. Do not be afraid. Look! Your God will come with 
vengeance. With God’s own retribution, he will come and save you. 5 Then the eyes of the blind 
will be opened, and the ears of the deaf will be unplugged. 6 The crippled will leap like a deer, 
and the tongue of the mute will sing for joy. Waters will flow in the wilderness, and streams in the 
wasteland. 7 The burning sand will become a pool, and in the thirsty ground there will be springs of 
water. There will be grass, reeds, and rushes where the haunts of jackals once lay. 8 A highway will 
be there, a road that will be called the holy way. The impure will not walk there. It will be 
reserved for those who walk in that holy way. Wicked fools will not wander onto it. 9 No lion will 
be there, nor will any ferocious animal go up on it. They will not be found there, but only the 
redeemed will walk there. 10 Then those ransomed by the LORD will return. They will enter Zion 
with a joyful shout, and everlasting joy will crown their heads. Happiness and joy will overtake 
them, and sorrow and sighing will flee away. (EHV) 
 
Psalm 126                         CW pg. 113 
 

 

 

When the LORD brought back the captives to Zion,* 

we were like those who dreamed. 

 

Our mouths were filled with laughter,* 

our tongues with songs of joy. 

 

The LORD has done great things for us,* 

and we are filled with joy. 

 

Refrain 



 

Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like streams in the desert.* 

Those who sow in tears will reap with songs of joy. 

 

He who goes out weeping, carrying seed to sow,* 

will return with songs of joy, carrying sheaves with him. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Refrain 

 

Refrain Tune: Walter Pelz. From Seasonal Psalms. © 1978 Augsburg Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by 

permission of Augsburg Fortress. 

 

 
 
Second Lesson                  Matthew 11:2-11 
 

2 While John was in prison, he heard about the things Christ was doing. He sent two of his 
disciples 3 to ask him, “Are you the Coming One or should we wait for someone else?” 
4 Jesus answered them, “Go, report to John what you hear and see: 5 The blind receive sight, the 
lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the gospel is 
preached to the poor. 6 Blessed is the one who does not take offense at me.” 7 As these two were 
leaving, Jesus began to talk to the crowds about John. “What did you go out into the wilderness to 
see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8 What did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? No, 
those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. 9 So what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, 
I tell you! And he is much more than a prophet. 10 This is the one about whom it is written, ‘Look, I 
am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ 11 Amen I tell you: 
Among those born of women there has not appeared anyone greater than John the Baptist. Yet 
whoever is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.  (EHV) 
 
 
 



VERSE OF THE DAY 
Alleluia. I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you. Alleluia. 
(Matthew 11:10 cf. NIV) 
 
 

 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY:  CW 21                         “Hosanna to the Coming Lord” 

 

 



SERMON TEXT AND THEME:             Psalm 126 
                                                         
1 When the LORD restored the captives to Zion, we were like dreamers. 2 Then our mouths were 
filled with laughter, and our tongues with shouts of joy. Then they said among the nations, 
“The LORD has done great things for them.” 3 The LORD has done great things for us. We are glad. 
4 Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like the dry gulches of the Negev. 5 Those who sow with weeping 
will reap with joyful shouts. 6 The one who walks along weeping, carrying a bag of seed to sow, 
will come back again with joyful shouts, carrying his sheaves. (EHV) 
 

RESTORE US, O LORD, 
WITH JOY 

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church,  

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

P:  Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and affirmed your promise to send the 
offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head. Through your prophets of old, you continually 
directed the eyes of your people to the advent of their Savior. 

C:  We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise and sending your Son to 
destroy the works of the devil. 

 



P:  As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use your mighty Word to shatter our pride 
and to rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy. 

C:  Move us to take to heart the words of John: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven 
is near.” 

 

P:  You sent your Son to redeem us from sin. Let this good news be our joy and strength. Use it to 
cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to the despairing. In these days before 
Christmas, spare us from the stress of deadlines and the frenzy of commercialism. 

C:  Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music of your grace. 

 

 

P:  Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where we will see your Son coming 
again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of lords. 

C:  Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day. 
 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
 

P:  Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 

Silent prayer. 
 

P:  Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, and in your glory. 

C:  Come, Lord Jesus! Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done  
    on earth as it is in heaven.  

    Give us this day our daily bread;  
    and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  
who trespass against us;  

    and lead us not into temptation,  
    but deliver us from evil.   
    For thine is the kingdom  

and the power and the glory  
forever and ever. Amen. 



HYMN: CW 16 (vs. 1-4)                                            “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” 
 

 
 
 

 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 
P:  Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us 
     by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith,  
     guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives  
     and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 
 
 



BENEDICTION 
P:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with  
      gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and () give you peace. 

 
 

 
CLOSING HYMN:  CW 16 (v. 5)                                        “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” 
 

 
 

 

                                 
Officiants 

Accompanist:  Kayla Liechty 
Liturgist:  Pastor Greg Sitzman 
Preacher:  Pastor Ross Ulrich 



ZION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Pastor Ross Ulrich:  734-244-4553; rwulrich@zionmonroe.org 

Pastor Greg Sitzman: 734-309-7877; gsitzman@zionmonroe.org 
Principal:  Bryan Schneck:  907-331-7761; bschneck@zionmonroe.org 

MIDWEEK OF ADVENT 3: THIS IS MY SON - ABSALOM 

By now, one would think we are getting the message. We often pin our hopes on passing things and 
even on people who cannot save. God promised to our first parents and then again to our “father in 
faith,” Abraham, that one of their descendants would be our Savior from sin and death. Though He 
was their son, however, it was not yet Cain or Ishmael. God’s promise increased to the great king 
David, whose hopes were dashed with tears at the death of his son Absalom. Faith must hang on to 
the depth of God’s promise. It would be generations before God would finally send His own perfect 
Son, whose Baptism, suffering, death, and rising would bring forgiveness, life, and salvation to all 
who are children of God by faith in Jesus, great David’s greater Son. 
 
PHONE NUMBER UPDATE:  Pastor Ulrich and Cindy have had a change in their phone number due 
to changing carriers at home.  Please note the new phone number is 734-244-4553.    
 
CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE:  This year Zion is once again supporting Paula’s House.  
There is a great need this year with more women and families there than in the past.  
The giving tree is in the school hallway with tags.  Please have all the presents wrapped 
and returned by Monday, December 12th.  This is a great opportunity to show our 
love and support to those who are struggling.  Thank you for helping with this 
outreach project.      
 

 
ADULT CHOIR:  We have an adult choir that has started practicing.  They meet on Sundays after 
Bible Study.  If you are not able to meet at that time please contact Bryan Schneck about meeting at 
another time. His phone number is 907-331-7761. 
 
THE BOARD OF SERVICE AND FELLOWSHIP is planning to hold a marriage retreat in March 17-19, 
2023.  WELS Pastor Randy Hunter will lead the discussions.  We would start on Friday evening 
and run through Sunday at noon.  A worship service will be conducted on Sunday morning.  We 
need to get an approximate number of persons who would attend.  If you sign up, it does not mean 
you are locked into attending.  We are trying to make the best arrangements for rooms and 
meeting rooms.  If you have any questions, please contact Ken Vagt. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
COMING UP AT ZION …. 

Sunday  9:00 a.m. 3rd Sunday Advent Worship Service  
   10:15 a.m. Sunday School, Youth Group and Adult Bible Class 

11:15 a.m. Choir Practice 
 Tuesday  10:00 a.m. Adult Bible Class  
    1:30 p.m. Afternoon Worship Service (IC) 

Wednesday  7:00 p.m. 3rd Midweek Advent Worship Service (IC) 
Thursday  7:00 p.m. Church Council 
Next Sunday  9:00 a.m. 4th Sunday Advent Worship Service (IC/CC) 
    10:15 a.m. Sunday School, Youth Group and Adult Bible Class 
   11:15 a.m. Choir Practice 
   

 
 

Our Fruits of Faith 
At worship last week:  50 + 136 = 186;  

Offerings for week ending 12/3/22:  General - $9,290.25 
                                                              Missions - $306.00 

 
 

DECMBER VOLUNTEERS 
  Nov. 30 & Dec. 4 Dec. 7 & 11 Dec. 14 & 18 Dec. 24 & 25 

ALTAR 
GUILD 

 
Echo Seibert     & Liz Seibert  

LIVE STREAM  
HELPERS 

 
Zach McCormick 

 
Steve Sordahl 

 
Miller Sordahl 

 
Rob Krueger 

USHERS Nov. 30 & Dec. 4 
Jeremy Robinson 
Jacob Robinson 

William Robinson 
Alan Bober 

 
 

Dec. 11 
Rich Heusman 
Jeff Heusman 

Jake Burke 
Juergan Koenig 

Matt McCormick 

Dec. 14 
Rich Heusman 
Jeff Heusman 

Jake Burke 
Juergan Koenig 

Matt McCormick 
 

Dec. 18 
Russ Vitale 

Keith McBee 
Mark Kipf 

Dec. 24 
Rob Krueger 

Ray Chandonnet 
Ralph Naveaux 

Erich Freiny 
 
 

Dec. 25 
Tony Affholter 

Mark Fuerstenberg 
Ray Palmatier 

COMMUNION 

HELPERS 
Nov. 30 

Ben Husby 
 

Dec. 4 
Mark Kipf 

 Dec. 14 
Jeremy Robinson 

 
Dec. 18 

Jeff Heusman 

 

 

 
 



 
 
 


