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Reformation Sunday 

 



ZION EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH, MONROE, MI 
(Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod) 

IN JESUS’ NAME WE WELCOME YOU! 
 

Reformation Sunday                Oct. 29 & Nov. 2, 2025 
 

WELCOME TO ZION.  It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from 
God’s Word will strengthen your faith and fill your heart with the peace only God can give 
and the joy we have in believing that JESUS CHRIST is our Savior from sin.  
 

Worship Focus: What a gift God gave to his Church through the Lutheran Reformation!  
The bright light of God’s “new covenant,” his saving grace in Jesus Christ, pierced through 
the darkness of law-oppressed religion.  As sons and daughters of the Lutheran 
reformation, we both preserve this truth and share it with the world. 
  

This is the First Sunday in the season of End Time. Throughout this season, the Church focuses on the 
fulfillment of Christ’s promises and encouragement for the Church.  We live in the last days and in 
this season, Jesus wants us to remember his promise, “behold, I am coming soon!” The red paraments 
for the first two Sundays of the season of End Time are used to remind us of the color of martyrdom 
and the victorious truth of Christian teaching based on the blood of Christ. 
  

Liturgy:  Common Service                                                  CW pg. 15 
 

OUR FAMILY AT WORSHIP 
 

PHONES AND ELECTRONIC DEVICES – We request that you please turn off all devices 
during the church service.  You may keep it on if you are emergency response personnel 
or if you have an emergency call you are anticipating.  Thank you for your cooperation. 
 

BATHROOMS – Bathrooms are located in the East foyer and in the school hallway off 
the west foyer.  Please ask an usher for help finding them. 
 

HEARING ASSISTANCE EQUIPMENT is available as part of our sound system. 
Individual hand-held units are available. Please check with an usher if you would like a unit 
for today’s worship service.   
 

VISITORS are asked to please sign our fellowship registry in the back of church so that we 
will have a record of your visit.  Thank you for joining us today! 
 

For most of you, putting on perfume, cologne, or aftershave before coming to church is 
just routine. But for a growing number of us in the congregation, those smells will lead to 
nausea, headaches, shortness of breath, and migraines. We are asking if you could please 
re-evaluate your use of fragrances before you come to church, especially during the winter 



months when the enclosed heated space will magnify the effects of the fragrances. If you 
could wait until you get home from church to spritz on the smells, it would be greatly 
appreciated! 
 

Please Stand 
 

Opening Hymn:  CW 201                                      “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 
 

 



P:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 
P:  Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our  
      Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
 
C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I  
      have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what  
      is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment  
      both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in  
      my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
 
Lord, Have Mercy 

 
 
 
P:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the  
      atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his  

      authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son () and  
      of the Holy Spirit. 
 

 
 
 

 



PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 
P:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 

 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P:  Let us pray. 

P:  Gracious Lord, our refuge and strength, pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful 
people. Keep them steadfast in your Word, protect and comfort them in all temptations, 
defend them against all their enemies, and bestow on the Church your saving peace; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Be Seated 

THE WORD 

 

FIRST LESSON:                        Jeremiah 31:31-34 

31 Yes, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and with the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant I made with 
their fathers, when I took them by the hand and led them out of the land of Egypt. They 
broke that covenant of mine, although I was a husband to them, declares the LORD. 
33 But this is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares 
the LORD. I will put my law in their minds, and I will write it on their hearts. I will be 
their God, and they will be my people. 34 No longer will each one teach his neighbor, 
or each one teach his brother, saying, “Know the LORD,” because they will all know me, 
from the least of them to the greatest, declares the LORD, for I will forgive their guilt, 

and I will remember their sins no more.  (EHV) 
 

 

 

 



PSALM 46                     CW pg. 84 
God upholds the Church throughout his holy Word.  He “is within her.” His name will be exalted 
throughout the world. (This Psalm inspired Luther to hold to God’s truth even though the authorities 
around him so bitterly opposed him.) 
 

 
 

God is our refuge and strength,* 
an ever-present help in trouble. 

 

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way* 
and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, 

 

though its waters roar and foam* 
and the mountains quake with their surging. 

 

Refrain 
 

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,* 
the holy place where the Most High dwells. 

 

God is within her, she will not fall;* 
God will help her at break of day. 

 

“Be still, and know that I am God;* 
I will be exalted among the nations, 
I will be exalted in the earth.” 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Refrain 
Refrain Tune: Dale Wood. From Seasonal Psalms. © 1978 Augsburg Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission of Augsburg Fortress. 



Second Lesson                                      Romans 3:19-28 
19 Now we know that whatever the law says is addressed to those who are under the 
law, so that every mouth will be silenced and the whole world will be subject to God’s 
judgment. 20 For this reason, no one will be declared righteous in his sight by works of the 
law, for through the law we become aware of sin. 21 But now, completely apart from the 
law, a righteousness from God has been made known. The Law and the Prophets testify to 
it. 22 This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all and over 
all who believe. In fact, there is no difference, 23 because all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God 24 and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus, 25 whom God publicly displayed as the atonement seat through faith in his 
blood. God did this to demonstrate his justice, since, in his divine restraint, he had left the 
sins that were committed earlier unpunished. 26 He did this to demonstrate his justice at 
the present time, so that he would be both just and the one who justifies the person who 
has faith in Jesus. 27 What happens to boasting then? It has been eliminated. By what 
principle—by the principle of works? No, but by the principle of faith. 28 For we conclude 
that a person is justified by faith without the works of the law. (EHV) 
 
Verse of the Day:  Alleluia.  If you continue in my Word, you are truly my disciples, and 

you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free. Alleluia. (John 8:31,32 cf. 

RSV)  

 
 

GOSPEL  

      

                                                          
            John 8:31-36                                  
31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you remain in my word, you are 
really my disciples. 32 You will also know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 
33 “We are Abraham’s descendants,” they answered, “and we have never been slaves of 
anyone. How can you say, ‘You will be set free’?” 34 Jesus answered, “Amen, Amen, I tell 
you: Everyone who keeps committing sin is a slave to sin. 35 But a slave does not remain in 
the family forever. A son does remain forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you really will 
be free. (EHV) 

 



NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 
and became fully human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
    He suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
    He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
Hymn of the Day:  CW 390                           “Salvation Unto Us Has Come” 
 
 



 



Sermon Text and Theme: Romans 3:19-28 
 

I Am Forgiven and Free in Christ 
 

OFFERING: (Sunday only) The collection of the offering in the service is an opportunity for the 
members of Zion to give back to God a small portion of what he has given us in order to support the 
Gospel ministry of Zion Lutheran Church and School and of the WELS throughout the world. If you 
are a visitor today, while we appreciate an offering from you, please do not feel obligated to give. 
 
Prayers 
           
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE SACRAMENT 

PREFACE 
 
P:  The Lord be with you. 

 
 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 

 
 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

 
 



P: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, and we 
praise you especially for the glorious resurrection of your Son, the true Passover Lamb, 
who by his sacrifice took away the sins of the world and by his resurrection restored 
everlasting life. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your 
holy name and join their glorious song: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
Sanctus 

 

 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 



     Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness 
of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 

Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 

BE SEATED 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS: CW 541                         “Lord Jesus Christ, with Us Abide”   
CW 514                                “Lord, Help Us Ever to Retain” 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

THANKSGIVING 

 

SONG OF SIMEON 

Nunc Dimittis 

 



 

 
P:  O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

 

 
P:  We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper. We 
pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one 
another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 
 
 P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
      The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

      The Lord look on you with favor and () give you peace. 

 
 
 
Closing Hymn:  CW 203                          “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” 
 



 
  
 
 
 

Officiants 
Accompanist:  Dottie Bober 

                                    Liturgist and Preacher:  Pastor Greg Sitzman 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Pastor Greg Sitzman: 734-309-7877; gsitzman@zionmonroe.org 

Principal:  Bryan Schneck:  907-331-7761; bschneck@zionmonroe.org 

CALL MEETINGS:  On Sunday, October 19th there was a call meeting for 6-8 grade 
Teacher/Principal.  This call was extended to Ryan Roth.  There was an additional call 
meeting for Preschool Teacher/Director.  This call was extended to Sharon Dorow. 
Finally, there was a call meeting for a joint Pastor.  This call was extended to  
Rev. Matthew Guse.  Please keep all three calls in your prayers as they deliberate where 
they can serve the Lord best. 
 
NEEDY FUND:  We wanted to inform the congregation that the line item in our budget for 
needy fund no longer exists.  Please write your donation to the general fund with a note 
that you want the money designated for outreach for the needy.   
 
SPECIAL OPEN FORUM:  On Sunday, November 19th at 10:15 a.m. there will be an 
Open Forum to discuss how to best fund Zion’s ministry plan. 
 
POINSETTIAS:  Halloween is a thing of the past now onto Thanksgiving then Christmas.  So 
you guessed it – time to order Poinsettias.  Envelopes will be available on the back table.  
The poinsettias cost $12.  Orders are due NO LATER than Sunday, Nov. 23rd.Thank 
you for helping beautify our sanctuary for the holiday season. 
 
FRIENDS IN FAITH:  Zion is updating our pew Bibles.  If you would like to sponsor one, 
please fill out the envelope on the back table and return it to the church office.  New 
Bibles will be dedicated on Epiphany Sunday, January 4, 2026.  If you have any questions, 
please reach out to Barbra Krueger (734) 755-4317. 
 
ADVENT TEA:  Save the date – Sunday, November 30th!  Friends in Faith is planning on 
holding the annual Advent Tea on Nov. 30th.  Hostesses are needed so, if you would like 
to host a table or attend the tea please contact Brenda Chandonnet at 734-915-5477.   
 
WELS Detroit Pistons Night:  Once again this year the WELS will have a designated 
night that you can purchase discounted tickets to a Detroit Pistons Game.  The game is on 
December 6 at 7:30p.m. verses the Milwaukee Bucks.  See the back table for more 
information. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:gsitzman@zionmonroe.org
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Coming up at Zion ….   
Sunday  9:00 a.m. Worship Service (IC) 

10:15 a.m. Adult Bible Class and Sunday School 
Tuesday  10:00 a.m. Bible Class  
Wednesday  7:00 p.m. Worship Service  
Sunday  9:00 a.m. Worship Service  

10:15 a.m. Sunday School  
 
 

November Volunteers 
 

 Oct. 29 & Nov. 2 Nov. 5 & 9 Nov. 12 & 16 Nov. 19 & 23 Nov. 26 & 30 

Altar Guild   Nancy Chalupka   

Live Stream 

Helpers 

Steve Sordahl Erich Freiny 

 

Rob Krueger 

 

Ryan Roth 

 

William Robinson 

Ushers 

 

 

Oct. 29 
Tony Affholter 

Jeff Douglas 

Mark Fuerstenberg 

Bryce Mueller 

Ray Palmatier 

 

Nov. 2 
Tony Affholter 

Jeff Douglas 

Mark Fuerstenberg 

Bryce Mueller 

Ray Palmatier  

Nov. 5 
Casey Holck 

Mark Kipf 

Keith McBee 

Dave McKenzie 

Joe Schmeling 

 

Nov. 9 
Casey Holck 

Mark Kipf 

Keith McBee 

Dave McKenzie 

Joe Schmeling 

Nov. 12 
Dave Benge 

Alan Bober 

Matthew Hill 

Joe Koch 

Jeremy Robinson 

Jacob Robinson 

William Robinson 

 

Nov. 16 
Dave Benge 

Alan Bober 

Matthew Hill 

Joe Koch 

Jeremy Robinson 

Jacob Robinson 

William Robinson 

Nov. 19 
Ray Chandonnet 

Erich Freiny 

Rob Krueger 

Matthew Loos 

Zach Turner 

Bari Waltz 

 

Nov. 23 
Ray Chandonnet 

Erich Freiny 

Rob Krueger 

Matthew Loos 

Zach Turner 

Bari Waltz 

Nov. 26 
Jake Burke 

Rich Heusman 

Jeff Heusman 

Juergen Koenig 

Matt McCormick 

Zach McCormick 

 

Nov. 27 

NO SERVICE 

 

Nov. 30 
Jake Burke 

Rich Heusman 

Jeff Heusman 

Juergen Koenig 

Matt McCormick 

Zach McCormick 

Communion 

Helpers 

Oct. 29 

 Ken Vagt 

 

Nov. 2 

Mark Kipf 

Rob Krueger 

 Nov. 12 
Eric Freiny 

 

Nov. 16 
Rob Krueger 

Rich Heusman 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
A Reminder for Reformation on the Lutheran Seal: 
 
Luther's interpretation of his seal 
Luther's Seal from a church in Cobstädt, Thuringia, Germany 

In an 8 July 1530 letter to Lazarus Spengler, Luther interprets his seal: 

Grace and peace from the Lord. As you desire to know whether my painted seal, which 
you sent to me, has hit the mark, I shall answer most amiably and tell you my original 
thoughts and reason about why my seal is a symbol of my theology. The first should be a 
black cross in a heart, which retains its natural color, so that I myself would be reminded 
that faith in the Crucified saves us. "For one who believes from the heart will be justified" 
(Romans 10:10). Although it is indeed a black cross, which mortifies and which should also 
cause pain, it leaves the heart in its natural colour. It does not corrupt nature, that is, it 
does not kill but keeps alive. "The just shall live by faith" (Romans 1:17) but by faith in the 
crucified. Such a heart should stand in the middle of a white rose, to show that faith gives 
joy, comfort, and peace. In other words, it places the believer into a white, joyous rose, 
for this faith does not give peace and joy like the world gives (John 14:27). That is why the 
rose should be white and not red, for white is the color of the spirits and the angels 
(cf. Matthew 28:3; John 20:12). Such a rose should stand in a sky-blue field, symbolising 
that such joy in spirit and faith is a beginning of the heavenly future joy, which begins 
already, but is grasped in hope, not yet revealed. And around this field is a golden ring, 
symbolising that such blessedness in Heaven lasts forever and has no end. Such blessedness 
is exquisite, beyond all joy and goods, just as gold is the most valuable, most precious and 
best metal. This is my compendium theologiae [summary of theology]. I have wanted to 
show it to you in good friendship, hoping for your appreciation. May Christ, our beloved 
Lord, be with your spirit until the life hereafter. Amen.  
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thuringia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lazarus_Spengler
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(King_James)/Romans#10:10
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(King_James)/Romans#1:17
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(King_James)/John#14:27
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(King_James)/Matthew#28:3
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(King_James)/John#20:12


  


