ZION EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH, MONROE, MI
(Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod)
IN JESUS’ NAME WE WELCOME YOU!

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

September 14 & 18, 2022

WELCOME TO ZION. It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will
strengthen your faith and fill your heart with the peace only God can give and the joy we have in believing
that JESUS CHRIST is our Savior from sin.
WORSHIP FOCUS: The Christian life is one of humility. While the world around us stresses selfpromotion, the Christian knows his only boast is in the Lord. Solomon and Christ emphasize the
humbleness of being a child of God, and the writer to the Hebrews reminds us to look beyond ourselves in
love and sympathy toward others.
LITURGY: SERVICE OF WORD & SACRAMENT
OPENING HYMN: CWS 779

CW pg. 26
“I Sing as I Arise Today”

P: The grace of our Lord () Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you.
C: And also with you.
CONFESSION OF SINS
P: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts.
Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.
The congregation may kneel.
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I
pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
P: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son () and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
PRAYER AND PRAISE
LORD, HAVE MERCY
Kyrie

P: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear
our prayer, O Lord.

P: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to
stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.

P: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their
worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.

P: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your tender
care:

P: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray.
The minister says the Prayer of the Day.

O Lord Jesus Christ, preserve the congregation of believers with your never-failing mercy. Help us avoid
whatever is wicked and harmful, and guide us in the way that leads to our salvation; for you live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

THE WORD
First Lesson

Proverbs 25:6-7

6

Do not honor yourself in a king’s presence. Do not stand in a place reserved for great people,
because it is better to be told, “Come up here,” than for you to be humiliated before a ruler whom your
eyes have seen. (EHV)
7

Psalm 119a

Blessed are they whose ways are blameless,*
who walk according to the law of the LORD.
Blessed are they who keep his statutes*
and seek him with all their heart.
You have laid down precepts*
that are to be fully obeyed.
Refrain

CW pg.109

Oh, that my ways were steadfast*
in obeying your decrees!
Then I would not be put to shame*
when I consider all your commands.
I will praise you with an upright heart*
as I learn your righteous laws.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain
Refrain Tune: Joyce Schubkegal. © 1993 Joyce Schubkegal (admin. Northwestern Publishing House). All rights reserved. Used by
permission.

Second Lesson

Hebrews 13:1-8

1

Continue to show brotherly love. 2 Do not fail to show love to strangers, for by doing this some have
welcomed angels without realizing it. 3 Remember those in prison, as if you were fellow prisoners, and
those who are mistreated, as if you yourselves were also suffering bodily. 4 Marriage is to be held in honor
by all, and the marriage bed is to be kept undefiled, for God will judge sexually immoral people and
adulterers. 5 Keep your life free from the love of money, and be content with what you have. For God has
said: I will never leave you, and I will never forsake you. 6 So then we say with confidence: The Lord is my
helper, and I will not be afraid. What will man do to me? 7 Remember your leaders, who spoke the word
of God to you. Carefully consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is
the same yesterday and today and forever. (EHV)
VERSE OF THE DAY
Alleluia. Your words became a joy to me, and the delight of my heart. Alleluia. (Jeremiah 15:16 cf. RSV)

Hymn of the Day: CW 524

“O Fount of Good, for All Your Love”

Sermon text and theme

Luke 14:1, 7-14

1

One Sabbath day, when Jesus went into the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat bread, they were
watching him closely.
7

When he noticed how they were selecting the places of honor, he told the invited guests a
parable. 8 “When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not recline in the place of honor,
or perhaps someone more distinguished than you may have been invited by him. 9 The one who invited
both of you may come and tell you, ‘Give this man your place.’ Then you will begin, with shame, to take
the lowest place.10 “But when you are invited, go and recline in the lowest place, so that when the one who
invited you comes, he will tell you, ‘Friend, move up to a higher place.’ Then you will have honor in the
presence of all who are reclining at the table with you. 11 “Yes, everyone who exalts himself will be
humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.” 12 He also said to the one who had invited him,
“When you make a dinner or a supper, do not invite your friends, or your brothers, or your relatives, or
rich neighbors, so that perhaps they may also return the favor and pay you back. 13 “But when you make a
feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, 14 and you will be blessed, because they cannot
repay you. Certainly, you will be repaid in the resurrection of the righteous.” (EHV)

FOLLOWING CHRIST IN SELF-DENIAL
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P: Gracious God and Father, we praise you for the countless blessings, which we receive from
your hand: the beauties of creation and the bounties of the earth, the joy of life and the pleasure
of friendship, the good of work and the gift of rest, the privilege to share happiness and sorrow
with one another. Above all we praise and thank you for your saving Word and for your Son’s
body and blood, which you give us to eat and to drink in the sacrament. Through these means
of grace, you send the Holy Spirit into our hearts and unite us to Jesus and to the whole
Christian Church on earth.
C: Strengthen us through this heavenly food; increase our trust in Christ and our
love for one another.
P: Great God and Lord, without your continuing help we easily waver in our faith, lose courage,
and grow careless in our watchfulness. The times and days are perilous. Give us strength to face
the evils of each day with fresh confidence. Open our lips to speak of your grace, and move us
to use the gifts that you give us to share your Word of salvation with all people. Protect and
prosper the family, the school, the government, and all good institutions that you have
established for the benefit of society. Remember in mercy those who are sick and suffering, and
bring your healing to troubled homes and lives.
C: Move us to pray for those in need and to help them with deeds of kindness.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.
P: Now, eternal God and Father, keep us in the saving faith and so enable us to overcome all things
through our Lord Jesus Christ.
LORD’S PRAYER
C:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
THE SACRAMENT

Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the forgiveness of sins and the strengthening of our faith.
In this supper we celebrate the gift of his redemption, we bear witness to the fellowship we share as confessors of the truth, and we proclaim his
death until he returns.

P: The Lord be with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing. He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children and to strengthen us
when we are weak.
Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of
his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and
glory for ever and ever:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is
my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD

DISTRIBUTION
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS: CW 311
CW 424

“Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness”
“O God, Forsake Me Not”

THANKSGIVING

Benediction
P: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify you in
the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming again, and
that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored
to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

P: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and () give you peace.

Closing Hymn: CW 462

“Oh, that the Lord Would Guide My Ways”




Officiants
Accompanist: Mona Vitale
Liturgist: Pastor Ross Ulrich
Preacher: Pastor Greg Sitzman



ZION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Pastor Ross Ulrich: 734-240-3888; rwulrich@zionmonroe.org
Pastor Greg Sitzman: 734-309-7877; gsitzman@zionmonroe.org
Principal: Bryan Schneck: 907-331-7761; bschneck@zionmonroe.org
OVER ABUNDANCE TABLE: In the west foyer is a table for anyone who has extra vegetables from their
gardens and doesn’t know what to do with the extra items. Everyone is welcome to add or take from the
table. Please enjoy the bounties of the harvest.
THE BOARD OF SERVICE AND FELLOWSHIP is planning to hold a marriage retreat in March 17-19,
2023. WELS Pastor Randy Hunter will lead the discussions. We would start on Friday evening and run
through Sunday at noon. A worship service will be conducted on Sunday morning. We are needing to get an
approximate number of persons who would attend. If you sign up, it does not mean you are locked into
attending. We are trying to make the best arrangements for rooms and meeting rooms. If you have any
questions, please contact Ken Vagt.
THE BOARD OF SERVICE AND FELLOWSHIP would like to thank Erich Freiny for his presentation last Sunday.
We appreciate him taking time out of his busy schedule to be here with us. We are planning on having another
Fellowship luncheon on Sunday, October 9 at 11:30 a.m. The guest speaker for this presentation will be
Marion Yoas. There is a sign-up sheet in the west foyer so we can plan an accurate count for the luncheon.
COMING UP AT ZION ….
Sunday
Wednesday
Thursday
Saturday
Next Sunday

9:00 a.m. Worship Service (IC, CC)
10:15 a.m. Sunday School, Youth Group and Adult Bible Class
7:00 p.m. Worship Service
Zion Soccer Game @ St. John’s, Westland
Zion Soccer Games in Adrian verses Jenera and Adrian
9:00 a.m. Worship Service
10:15 a.m. Sunday School and Youth Group
No Adult Bible Class – Christian Estate Planning Program

Our Fruits of Faith
At worship last week: 32 +151 = 183;
Offerings for week ending 9/10/22: General - $10,848.00
Missions - $1,539.00

SEPTEMBER VOLUNTEERS
Aug. 31 & Sept. 4

Sept. 7 & 11

ALTAR GUILD
LIVE STREAM
HELPERS
USHERS

Sept. 14 & 18

Sept. 21 & 25

Sept. 28 & Oct. 2

Miller Sordahl
Sept. 21

Rob Krueger
Sept. 28
Russ Vitale
Keith McBee
Mark Kipf

Kathy Wozniak &
Carol Eshelman
Rob Krueger
Aug. 31
Tony Affholter
Mark Fuerstenberg
Tim Fuerstenberg
Sept. 4
Tony Affholter
Mark Fuerstenberg
Tim Fuerstenberg

Zach McCormick
Sept. 7
Sept. 11
Joe Koch
Joe Schmeling
Dave Benge

Steve Sordahl
Sept. 14 & 18
Alan Bober
Jeremy Robinson
Jacob Robinson
William Robinson

Sept. 25
Rich Heusman
Jeff Heusman
Jake Burke
Juergan Koenig
Matt McCormick

Oct. 2
Russ Vitale
Keith McBee
Mark Kipf

THE BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP: Please mark your calendar for Sunday, September 25, 2022 for an
informational session on Christian estate planning and tax wise Christian giving. The informational
session will be conducted by Rev. Hatzung, Senior Deferred Christian giving counselor from the
WELS Ministry of Christian Giving. It will take place after worship service in place of Bible Class.

