
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
ZION EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH, MONROE, MI 

(Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod) 
IN JESUS’ NAME WE WELCOME YOU! 

 

The Transfiguration of Our Lord                                                                  February 15 & 19, 2023                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
 

WELCOME TO ZION.  It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will 
strengthen your faith and fill your heart with the peace only God can give and the joy we have in believing 
that JESUS CHRIST is our Savior from sin.  
 

Worship Focus: As the season of Epiphany closes, we see the humble Servant of God transfigured in 
glory for our blessing.  As he prepares to go to the cross in deepest humility, we catch a glimpse of the 
glory of the one and only Son, and hear the Father’s approval. 
 
LITURGY:  SERVICE OF WORD & SACRAMENT                                CW pg. 26 
 
OPENING HYMN: CW 9                                               “Jesus, Your Church with Longing Eyes” 

 

 



 
 

P:   The grace of our Lord () Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy  
       Spirit be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 
P:  God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts.  
      Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 
 

The congregation may kneel. 
 
C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have 
      disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and  
      failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in  
      eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I  
      pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
 
P:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning  
      sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you  

      all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son () and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 
LORD, HAVE MERCY 

Kyrie 

 

P:  For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear  
      our prayer, O Lord. 
 

 
 
P:  For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to  
      stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ. 
 

 
 
P:  For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their  
      worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
 



 
P:  Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your tender  
      care: 
 

 
 
P:  The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 
 

 



 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P:  Let us pray. 

The minister says the Prayer of the Day. 

Lord God, before the suffering and death of your one and only Son, you revealed his glory on the holy 
mountain.  Grant that we who bear his cross on earth may behold by faith the light of his heavenly glory 
and so be changed into his likeness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

 

 

THE WORD 

 
 

First Lesson                                                                                                              Exodus 24: 12, 15-18 
 
12 The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain. Wait there, and I will give you the stone 
tablets with the law and the commands that I have written, so that you can teach them.” 
 

15 Moses went up onto the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. 16 The Glory of the Lord settled 
on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered the mountain for six days. On the seventh day the LORD called to 
Moses out of the middle of the cloud. 17 The appearance of the Glory of the LORD looked like a devouring 
fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. 18 Moses entered into the middle of the 
cloud and climbed up the mountain. Moses was on the mountain forty days and forty nights. (EHV) 
 

 

 

 



Psalm 148                                                                                                                                           CW pg. 121 
 

 
 

Praise the LORD from the heavens,* 

praise him in the heights above. 

 

Praise him, all his angels,* 

praise him, all his heavenly hosts. 

 

Praise him, sun and moon,* 

praise him, all you shining stars. 

 

Refrain 

 

Praise the LORD from the earth,* 

lightning and hail, stormy winds that do his bidding, 

 

you mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars,* 

wild animals and all cattle, small creatures and flying birds, 

 

kings of the earth and all rulers on earth,* 

young men and maidens, old men and children. 

 

Let them praise the name of the LORD,* 

for his splendor is above the earth and the heavens. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Refrain 

 
Refrain Tune: J. Robert Carroll. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 



Second Lesson                                            2 Peter 1:16-21 
 

16 To be sure, we were not following cunningly devised fables when we made known to you the powerful 
appearance of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 For he received honor 
and glory from God the Father, when the voice came to him from within the Majestic Glory, saying, “This 
is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 18 We heard this voice, which came out of heaven 
when we were with him on the holy mountain. 19 We also have the completely reliable prophetic word. 
You do well to pay attention to it, as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the 
Morning Star rises in your hearts, 20 since we know this above all else: No prophecy of Scripture comes 
about from someone’s own interpretation. 21 In fact, no prophecy ever came by the will of man, but men 
spoke from God as they were being carried along by the Holy Spirit. (EHV) 
 
 
VERSE OF THE DAY 
 

Alleluia.  A voice came from the cloud:  “This is my Son, whom I love.  Listen to him.”  Alleluia.  
 (Mark 9:7b) 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hymn of the Day: CWS 712                                      “Jesus, Take Us to the Mountain” 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Sermon text and theme:                                              Matthew 17:1-9 
 
17 Six days later Jesus took with him Peter, James, and John the brother of James; and he led them up 
onto a high mountain by themselves. 2 There he was transfigured in front of them. His face was shining like 
the sun. His clothing became as white as the light. 3 Just then, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking 
with Jesus. 4 Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you want, I will make three shelters 
here: one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 5 While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright 
cloud overshadowed them. Just then, a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; 
with him I am well pleased. Listen to him.” 6 When the disciples heard this, they fell face down and were 
terrified. 7 Jesus approached and as he touched them, he said, “Get up, and do not be afraid.” 8 When they 
opened their eyes, they saw no one except Jesus alone. 9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus 
commanded them, “Do not tell anyone what you have seen until the Son of Man has been raised from the 
dead.” (EHV) 

“JESUS PREPARES FOR  
HIS FINEST HOUR” 

 
NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

P:  Gracious God and Father, we praise you for the countless blessings, which we receive from  
      your hand: the beauties of creation and the bounties of the earth, the joy of life and the pleasure  
      of friendship, the good of work and the gift of rest, the privilege to share happiness and sorrow 
      with one another. Above all we praise and thank you for your saving Word and for your Son’s  
      body and blood, which you give us to eat and to drink in the sacrament. Through these means  
      of grace, you send the Holy Spirit into our hearts and unite us to Jesus and to the whole  
      Christian Church on earth. 
C:  Strengthen us through this heavenly food; increase our trust in Christ and our  
      love for one another. 
 

P:  Great God and Lord, without your continuing help we easily waver in our faith, lose courage,  
      and grow careless in our watchfulness. The times and days are perilous. Give us strength to face  
      the evils of each day with fresh confidence. Open our lips to speak of your grace, and move us  
      to use the gifts that you give us to share your Word of salvation with all people. Protect and  
      prosper the family, the school, the government, and all good institutions that you have  
      established for the benefit of society. Remember in mercy those who are sick and suffering, and  
      bring your healing to troubled homes and lives. 
C:  Move us to pray for those in need and to help them with deeds of kindness.  
 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
P:  Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 

Silent prayer. 
 

P:  Now, eternal God and Father, keep us in the saving faith and so enable us to overcome all things  
      through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done  

on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those  
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory  
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 



THE SACRAMENT 
Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the forgiveness of sins and the strengthening of our faith. 

In this supper we celebrate the gift of his redemption, we bear witness to the fellowship we share as confessors of the truth, and we proclaim his 

death until he returns. 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

 
 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 

 
 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 
P: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every  
     spiritual blessing. In the past he spoke to us through the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken  
     to us by his Son, who is the radiance of his glory. 
 
     Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of   
     his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and  
     glory for ever and ever: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 

 
 



WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given  
       thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is  
       given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 
      Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is  
      my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,  
      whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 
 
 
O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 
 

 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS:  CWS 741                                                        “Take and Eat” 
                                         CW 97                                                   “Down from the Mount of Glory” 

 



 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 



THANKSGIVING 

 
 
 

Benediction 
P: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify you in 

the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming again, and 
that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored 
to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 
 
 

P:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with  
       gladness. 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and () give you peace.  
 

 
 

P: Brothers and sisters in Christ, when we next gather for worship, it will be Ash Wednesday, the first day 
of Lent. On that day we will begin our solemn journey to the Savior’s cross. While the joy of faith remains 
undiminished throughout the year, our rejoicing during Lent is muted and quiet. For centuries, therefore, 
the Christian churches have omitted their most jubilant songs during this season, including the word 
alleluia, which means, “praise the Lord.” 
      Now for a time we say farewell to alleluia. We do this to prepare ourselves for the quieter days of 
Lent. The alleluias will return on Easter morning as we gather to shout our praise to the risen Lord. 



Closing Hymn:                                                                            “Alleluia, Song of Triumph” 

 

 

 

 
 

Special Note:  The next time we gather for worship we will celebrate Ash Wednesday. Why Ash? “O my 
people, put on sackcloth and roll in ashes; mourn with bitter wailing as for an only son” (Jeremiah 
6:26).  These words give a glimpse into the life of people in the ancient world.  When they were faced with a 
terrible situation, like the death of an only child, they literally sat in a pile of ashes.  It wasn’t pleasant, but it 
illustrated their sense of hopelessness and helplessness. 

We won’t sit in ashes (although you may see people during the day with ashes on their head or 
hand).  Rather, the devotional time will be an opportunity to face who we really are and how we compare to the 
expectations God has for us.  The service will help us to have an attitude that is empty of pride so we can see the 
sins that are in us more clearly.  It isn’t a pleasant sight.  But, it is the only place from which we can clearly see the 
cross of Jesus and understand what it means.  For, if we had not sinned, then he had no reason to die.  Yet, he is 
our Savior.  So, we repent. 

In the back of church we will have an interactive display set up for you to make use of if you wish. You are 
free to make use of it or not make use of it. There will be a bowl of ashes and a banner. If you wish, you may take 
some of the ashes on your finger and draw a little cross on the banner with the ashes. This banner will remain in 
the narthex for the duration of the Lenten season. It will serve as a visual reminder of our sin and the steep price 
that God paid because he loves you. God bless your Lenten journey this year. 
 

Officiants 
Accompanist:  Deanna Schneck 

Wednesday Liturgist & Preacher:  Pastor Greg Sitzman 
Sunday Liturgist:  Pastor Ross Ulrich 

Preacher: Pastor Greg Sitzman 



ZION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Pastor Ross Ulrich:  734-244-4553; rwulrich@zionmonroe.org 

Pastor Greg Sitzman: 734-309-7877; gsitzman@zionmonroe.org 
Principal:  Bryan Schneck:  907-331-7761; bschneck@zionmonroe.org 

 

Voters' Meeting Call Update: 

At the January 29 Quarterly Voters' Meeting, the voters decided to gather more information 

before making a decision on calling a Head Pastor upon Pastor Ulrich's retirement.  On Sunday, 

February 26, there will be a special Open Forum at 10:15am and Special Voters' Meeting at 

11:30am on this topic.  Please mark your calendars for these important upcoming meetings. 
 

BEEF JERKY FUNDRAISER:  Zion School Upper Graders will be selling Lee’s Market Beef Jerky from 
February 13-27 to fund their trip to Washington D.C.  Please see any 5-8 grader or Deborah Hill to place 
an order. 
 
ANNUAL STATEMENTS:  The end of the Year contribution statements have been mailed out. 
 
FOOD PANTRY:  The Zion Food Pantry at this time is being closed.  We are no longer accepting food 
donations.  With the future construction it has been determined at this time the collection of food is not 
prudent.  If someone is in need please see either Pastor for needed assistance.  We have an alternative 
program now available on a need basis. 
 

Dear Ladies of Zion,  
 The funeral dinner list has recently been revised, from three groups to one large group.  Sherry 
Fuerstenberg will head the Funeral Dinners and Kathy Wozniak will contact you to see if you are available for set 
up, serving or making a dessert on a rotating basis. 
 We will continue to have three groups for church cleanup. 
Group #1 Brenda Chandonnet 241-6857 
  Front of the church, Sacrasty, Balcony and Flowers 
Group #2 Sherry Fuerstenberg  654-3736 
  Church Proper (east foyer), Pews, Narthex, and back of Church 
Group #3 Linda Johnson   735-0090 
  Sue Moore   735-7380 
  Mother’s Room, Kitchen and Pantry 
 This year there are no Confirmands but we still would like to have our annual cleaning completed by Palm 
Sunday, April 2, 2023.  The leaders will call to let you know when cleaning starts.  Men, please feel free to come 
and help us! 
 Thanks to all who have helped in the past, continue to help and we pray we can continue to serve our 
Congregation faithfully together. 
     Sincerely. 
     Sherry Fuerstenberg 

 
 
PLAYGROUP AT ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH:  Come join parents and littles, children kindergarten or 
younger and their parents, to come have fun.  They are meeting on Monday mornings from 8:30 until 
10:00 a.m. at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church on Albain Rd.  Join for snacks, play and Christian fellowship.  
Contact Chelsea Kowalski at 507-766-5679 for any questions. 



ZION CONGREGATION PARTICIPATION:   
 ART FAIR – The Zion Art Fair is planned for Sunday, March 5th.  We would love items from the 
Zion Congregation to put in alongside the Zion School art projects.  Please have all items into the Zion 
office by Monday, February 27.  We look forward to all the beautiful artistic items.  Thank you in advance 
for your participation. 
 
 ZION SCHOOL AUCTION – Zion is holding their bi-annual auction on Sunday, March 5th at noon.  
There will be live auction, silent auction, and raffle ticket items.  We will also have some fun games to 
play before and after the auction.  There will be a free will offering lunch available.  If we have enough 
participation, we would love to have a bake sale this year – due to the pandemic at the last auction we 
were not able to have the bake sale.   
 
SECURITY UPDATE:  Zion Church Council has decided that starting on Sunday, January 8th for security 
reasons they will be locking the school door entrance at 9:10 a.m.  If you get to church after 9:10 
a.m. please use the other church entrances.  Thank you. 
 
PASTOR ULRICH RETIRING – Pastor Ulrich has announced his retirement effective June 30, 2023.  The 
Board of Elders has recommendations for Zion in light of Pastor Ulrich’s retirement. 
 
THE BOARD OF SERVICE AND FELLOWSHIP:  The Board of Service and Fellowship has made the following 
updates to the Marriage Retreat to be held on March 17-19.  We are looking forward to a fun and fulfilling 
God pleasing learning opportunity. 
 
Location: 
    Faholo Christian Conference Center, 3000 Mt. Hope Road,  Grass Lake, Michigan 49240 
Facilitator: Pastor Randy Hunter 
Cost Per Person:  $200.00  includes 2 night lodging 4 meals  Snacks and refreshment during sessions. 
Hotel style rooms. 
        This also covers the use of conference room and AV equipment, all retreat learning materials.  This 
also covers the expenses of the Facilitator. 
          Many other amenities including an indoor pool are available. 
Payment: 
    Checks made payable to:  Zion Lutheran Church 
    Payable on or prior to March 1, 2023 
At this time, we have 4 openings for couples to sign-up.  Please see Pastor Ulrich if you want to 
attend. 

 
SISTERS IN CHRIST RETREAT  
Registration is now open for the Sisters in Christ retreat. Please join us April 14-16, 2023, at the Kellogg 
Hotel & Conference Center in East Lansing! We will dive into God’s Word, refresh our souls, and build 
up our Sisters in Christ as we focus on our theme: “My Grace is sufficient for you, because My 
Power is made perfect in weakness.” 2 Corinthians 12:9   The retreat is intended for women of 
the WELS/ELS and their guests.   In addition, please visit our website www.sistersinchristretreat.org for 
complete details and registration will continue through February 28th. We also have flyers in both 
foyers with additional information.   



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

LUTHERAN CAMPSITE ASSOCIATION 

SPECIAL MEETING 
 

FEBRUARY 26, 2023 at 2:30pm 

 

Killarney Lutheran Camp 

1200 Chisholm Rd. 

Onsted, MI 49265 
 

This special meeting is being called to approve the loan from LACE (Lutheran Association for Church 

Extension) to rewire the camp property, including the camp manager’s house. The loan will also be used 

to level the house’s foundation, replace the siding, roof, windows and sills, and make other 

improvements. 
 

Please contact Board President John Rettle at (517) 260-4577 or jrettle@wilburellis.com, if you plan to 

attend. This announcement is being made to comply with the Lutheran Campsite Association 

Constitution and Bylaws. You will be informed if this meeting date needs to be changed. Contact John if 

you have any questions. We will let you know if a virtual option becomes available.  
 
 
 
HVL NEWS: 
New Logo & Seal for HVL’s new name: Hope Christian Academy 
 

 
 

Hope Christian Academy is owned and operated by an association of WELS congregations 
Logomark - Using the 4 C’s of our educational philosophy: Christian, critical thinking, collaboration, and communication; 

these 4 C’s are linked and centered around the cross to keep the focus on Christ. The icon also can be seen as a flower to 

represent the growing and blooming generations to come through Hope. 
 
Questions, Comments, Feedback - Please contact us at 734-525-0160 or mfoley@hvlhs.org if you have any questions or 

would like more information about the changes taking place at HVL for next school year. 
 



PLANNING AHEAD FOR FUN IN THE SUMMERTIME:  Zion Annual Killarney Camp-out is scheduled for 

Friday- Sunday, August 4-6th. So on that note please read the following: 

 
 

COMING UP AT ZION …. 
Sunday  9:00 a.m. Worship Service (IC/CC) 

10:15 a.m. Sunday School, Youth Group and Adult Bible Class 
 Monday NO School 
   9:00 a.m. Pastor/Teacher Conference @ Zion 

Tuesday NO School 
NO Bible Class 
9:00 a.m. Pastor Conference @ Zion 

  5:00 p.m. Trustees Meeting 
Wednesday 7:00 p.m. Worship Service  
Sunday  9:00 a.m. Worship Service 

10:15 a.m. Sunday School, Youth Group and Adult Bible Class 
 

FEBRUARY VOLUNTEERS 
  Feb. 1 & 5 Feb. 8 & 12 Feb. 15 & 19 Feb. 22 & 26 

ALTAR 

GUILD 
 Deanna Schneck  

LIVE STREAM  
HELPERS 

 
Steve Sordahl 

 
Rob Krueger 

 
Need Volunteer 

 
Miller Sordahl 

USHERS Feb. 1 
Rob Krueger 

Ralph Naveaux 
Ray Chandonnet 

Erich Freiny 
 

Feb. 5 
Tony Affholter 

Mark Fuerstenberg 
Ray Palmatier 
Jeff Douglas 

Feb. 12 
Joe Koch 

Dave Benge 
Joe Schmeling 

Feb. 15 
Joe Koch 

Dave Benge 
Joe Schmeling 

 
Feb. 19 

Jeremy Robinson 
Jacob Robinson 

William Robinson 
Alan Bober 

 

Feb. 26 
Rich Heusman 
Jeff Heusman 

Jake Burke 
Juergan Koenig 

Matt McCormick 
 
 

 


