
 
 

 

 

 



ZION EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH, MONROE, MI 
(Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod) 

IN JESUS’ NAME WE WELCOME YOU! 
 

Fourth Sunday in Lent                                                                     March 19, 2023                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
 

WELCOME TO ZION.  It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will 
strengthen your faith and fill your heart with the peace only God can give and the joy we have in believing 
that JESUS CHRIST is our Savior from sin.  
 

Worship Focus: Our Lord calls us daily in repentance and renewal.  By his service he has rescued us 
from our sins and assured us of forgiveness and pardon.  Such grace is answered by lives lived in the Spirit 
that glorify the great Servant with service to others. 
 
LITURGY:  SERVICE OF WORD & SACRAMENT                                CW pg. 26 
 
OPENING HYMN: CW 129                                                              “Alas! and Did My Savior Bleed” 

 

 
 
 

 



P:   The grace of our Lord () Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy  
       Spirit be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 
P:  God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts.  
      Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 
 

The congregation may kneel. 
 
C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have 
      disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and  
      failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in  
      eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I  
      pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
 
P:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning  
      sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you  

      all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son () and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 
LORD, HAVE MERCY 

Kyrie 

 

P:  For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear  
      our prayer, O Lord. 
 

 
 
P:  For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to  
      stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ. 
 

 
 
P:  For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their  
      worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
 

 



P:  Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your tender  
      care: 
 

 
 
P:  The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 
 

 



 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P:  Let us pray. 

The minister says the Prayer of the Day. 

Almighty God, we confess that we deserve to be punished for our evil deeds.  But we ask you graciously to 
cleanse us from all sin and to comfort us with your salvation; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

 

 

THE WORD 

 
 

First Lesson                                                                                                                        Hosea 5:15-6:3 
 
15 I will go. I will return to my place until they admit their guilt and seek my face. In their distress they will 
earnestly seek me. 6 Come, let us return to the LORD. For he has torn us to pieces, but he will heal us.  
He has struck us, but he will bandage our wounds. 2 After two days he will revive us. On the third day he 
will raise us up, so that we may live in his presence. 3 Let us acknowledge the LORD. Let us pursue 
knowledge of the Lord.  As surely as the sun rises, the Lord will appear. He will come to us like a heavy 
rain, like the spring rain that waters the earth. (EHV) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Psalm 42/43                                                                                                                                           CW pg. 82 
 

 
 

As the deer pants for streams of water,* 

so my soul pants for you, O God. 

 

My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.* 

Where can I go and meet with God? 

 

Why are you downcast, O my soul?* 

Why so disturbed within me? 

 

Put your hope in God,* 

for I will yet praise him, my Savior and my God. 

 

Refrain 

 

Send forth your light and your truth, let them guide me;* 

let them bring me to the place where you dwell. 

 

Then will I go to the altar of God, my joy and my delight.* 

I will praise you with the harp, O God, my God. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Refrain 

 

Refrain Tune: Robert J. Thompson. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
 
 
 



Second Lesson                                           Matthew 20:17-28 
 

17 As Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples aside; and on the way he said to 
them, 18 “Look, we are going up to Jerusalem. The Son of Man will be handed over to the chief priests and 
experts in the law, and they will condemn him to death. 19 They will hand him over to the Gentiles to 
mock, flog, and crucify him. On the third day he will be raised.” 20 Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons 
came to him with her sons, kneeling and asking something of him. 21 He said to her, “What do you want?” 
She said to him, “Promise that in your kingdom these two sons of mine may sit, one on your right hand 
and one on your left hand.” 22 But Jesus answered, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to 
drink the cup that I am about to drink?” They said to him, “We are.” 23 He said to them, “You will indeed 
drink my cup, but to sit on my right hand and on my left hand is not for me to give; rather these places 
belong to those for whom they have been prepared by my Father.” 24 When the ten heard this, they were 
angry with the two brothers. 25 But Jesus summoned them and said, “You know that the rulers of the 
nations lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. 26 It will not be that way 
among you. Instead whoever wants to become great among you will be your servant, 27 and whoever 
wants to be first among you will be your slave— 28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but 
to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” (EHV) 
 
 
VERSE OF THE DAY 
 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life.  (John 3:16) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hymn of the Day: CW 486 (vs. 1-4)                     “Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us” 
 

 

 



Sermon text and theme:                                              Romans 8:1 
 
8 So then, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. (EHV) 
 

“SO THEN, THERE IS NOW 
NO CONDEMNATION  
FOR THOSE WHO ARE  

IN CHRIST JESUS.” 
 
 
NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

P:  Gracious God and Father, we praise you for the countless blessings, which we receive from  
      your hand: the beauties of creation and the bounties of the earth, the joy of life and the pleasure  
      of friendship, the good of work and the gift of rest, the privilege to share happiness and sorrow 
      with one another. Above all we praise and thank you for your saving Word and for your Son’s  
      body and blood, which you give us to eat and to drink in the sacrament. Through these means  
      of grace, you send the Holy Spirit into our hearts and unite us to Jesus and to the whole  
      Christian Church on earth. 
C:  Strengthen us through this heavenly food; increase our trust in Christ and our  
      love for one another. 
 
P:  Great God and Lord, without your continuing help we easily waver in our faith, lose courage,  
      and grow careless in our watchfulness. The times and days are perilous. Give us strength to face  
      the evils of each day with fresh confidence. Open our lips to speak of your grace, and move us  
      to use the gifts that you give us to share your Word of salvation with all people. Protect and  
      prosper the family, the school, the government, and all good institutions that you have  
      established for the benefit of society. Remember in mercy those who are sick and suffering, and  
      bring your healing to troubled homes and lives. 
C:  Move us to pray for those in need and to help them with deeds of kindness.  
 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
P:  Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 

Silent prayer. 
 

P:  Now, eternal God and Father, keep us in the saving faith and so enable us to overcome all things  
      through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done  

on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those  
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory  
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 



THE SACRAMENT 
Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the forgiveness of sins and the strengthening of our faith. 

In this supper we celebrate the gift of his redemption, we bear witness to the fellowship we share as confessors of the truth, and we proclaim his 

death until he returns. 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

 
 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 

 
 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 
P: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every  
     spiritual blessing. He made His Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours 
     but for the sins of the whole world. 
 
     Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of   
     his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and  
     glory for ever and ever: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 

 
 



 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given  
       thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is  
       given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 
      Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is  
      my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,  
      whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 
 
 
O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 
 

 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS:  CW 351                                                        “Hail, O Once-Despised Jesus” 
                                         CW 312                                     “Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared” 



 

 
 
 



 
 



THANKSGIVING 

 
 
 
 
 

Benediction 
P: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify you in 

the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming again, and 
that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored 
to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 
 
 
 

P:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with  
       gladness. 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and () give you peace.  
 

 
 

 
 
Closing Hymn: CW 486 (v. 5)                                          “Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us” 
 
                                      



 
 
 

Officiants 
Accompanist:  Mona Vitale 

Liturgist & Preacher: Pastor Ross Ulrich 

 



ZION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Pastor Ross Ulrich:  734-244-4553; rwulrich@zionmonroe.org 

Pastor Greg Sitzman: 734-309-7877; gsitzman@zionmonroe.org 
Principal:  Bryan Schneck:  907-331-7761; bschneck@zionmonroe.org 

 

EASTER LILIES:  We would like to decorate our church again this year for Easter with lily plants in memory 
of or for blessings received from members of Zion.  Suggested donation is $12.50 per plant.  The plants 
will be in church on Easter Sunday.  The deadline to order is TODAY, Sunday, March 19.  
Donation envelopes are in both foyers.  Place your donation inside the envelope and put it in the office.  
Thank you in advance for decorating our church for Easter and remembering our loved ones and blessings 
received. 
 
FISH FRY:  Zion is hosting a Fish Fry on Friday, March 24 from 4:30 p.m.-7:00 p.m.  The menu 
includes:  Baked Tilapia, Fried Cod, French Fries, Green Beans, Cole Slaw, Applesauce, Corn Bread, 
Dessert, and Drink OR Hot Dog Plate with French Fries, Green Beans, Cole Slaw, Applesauce, Dessert, 
and Drink.  Adults are $16.00  and Children – 10 years old and under are $8.00.  All proceeds go to 
support Killarney Lutheran Camp. 

 
MOTHER/DAUGHTER TEA:  SUNDAY, MARCH 26 FROM 2-4:00 P.M.  Mothers, daughters, and all other 
ladies welcome to join us for entertainment, fellowship, treats and tea.  Suggested donation $5 per person.  
Please see either foyer for additional information and for envelopes to reserve your spot.   
  

Easter Activities for the Family: 

JOURNEY TO THE CROSS:  Saturday, April 1st, from 10:00 a.m. – noon at Zion Lutheran Church.  This is 
an interactive journey to walk the path that Jesus walked.  It is a great learning experience.   
We need some great volunteers to make that Journey as meaningful as possible, and we’re hoping that you 
will help. We still need help with supplies to make the stations more realistic and we also need help with 
volunteers.  We will provide you with the training and resources you need to succeed as a Journey 
volunteer. There are descriptions for both in the back of the sanctuary. 
Please take time to pray for our Journey to the Cross and for all our volunteers. Thank you for considering 
this request and for praying about it.  
 
EASTER EGG HUNT:  Saturday, April 8, starting at 10:00 a.m., St. Paul’s will host an Easter event for all 
families.  The program will provide a pastor’s devotion, songs, and movement, craft, brunch, and coffee, 
and of course an outdoor Egg Hunt (weather permitting).  For more information or to volunteer for this 
event, contact Pastor Nate Fager 734-790-1294. 
 
HELPING OUR CHURCH FAMILY: 

Zion’s Meal Train 

There are times in our lives when friends and family ask, "What can I do to help out?"  
The answer is usually to help them with a meal. 

 

Friends in Faith is starting a “Zion’s Meal Train”. The meal train will be open to all male and 
female members of the Congregation interested in providing meals for fellow members in 

mailto:rwulrich@zionmonroe.org
mailto:gsitzman@zionmonroe.org
mailto:bschneck@zionmonroe.org


need. We are organizing an opportunity to donate meals for situations including 
surgeries/recovery, unexpected hospital stays, loss, birth of a child, etc. We will be utilizing 
the official Meal Train website (www.MealTrain.com) to stay organized. When many friends 
provide support through a meal, Meal Train keeps schedules, as well as provides locations 
and dietary restrictions. If you are interested in volunteering to prepare an occasional meal as 

needed, please provide a phone number and email address on the signup sheet in either 
foyer. Please contact Melissa Freiny with any questions at 734-652-1638.  
 
PLAYGROUP AT ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH:  Come join parents and littles, children kindergarten or 
younger and their parents, to come have fun.  They are meeting on Monday mornings from 8:30 until 
10:00 a.m. at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church on Albain Rd.  Join for snacks, play and Christian fellowship.  
Contact Chelsea Kowalski at 507-766-5679 for any questions. 
 
NEW BIC STARTED – Pastor Ulrich started a new Bible Information Class on Sunday, March 12 from 
11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.  There are eight lessons for 2 hours.  If you are interested contact Pastor Ulrich 
(734) 735-3226.  They will cover basic teachings of Christian doctrine.  Upon completion of class, a 
student would be eligible to become a communicant member.  The schedule is as follows: 
   March 12, BIC #1 
   March 19, BIC #2 
   March 26, BIC #3 
   April 2, BIC #4 
   NO CLASS – Easter April 9 
   April 16, BIC #5 
   April 23, BIC #6 
   NO CLASS – Voter Meeting April 30 
   May 7, BIC #7 
   May 14, BIC #8 
If you are already a communicant member of Zion and would like to attend BIC to refresh your knowledge 
and understanding, you are welcome to attend.  Again, please call Pastor Ulrich.  THANK YOU. 
 
 

SPRING IS COMING WHICH MEANS ZION RUMMAGE SALE IS COMING: 
Mark your calendars for Friday, June 2 and Saturday, June 3.  We are happy to take gently used items for 
the sale but please hold onto them until the End of May.   Zion School needs to use the gym for school 
activities and we don’t have a lot of room to store items.  Thank you in advance for your support. 
 
 

ZION VERSES ST. STEPHEN, ADRIAN CHALLENGE:  Zion is competing against St. Stephen, Adrian on who 
can get the most Killarney Camp Boosters.  Zion has had the most boosters for the last 5 years with 30 
Boosters and 13 Lifetime Boosters.  Yearly dues are $40.00 and Lifetime membership is $400.00.  Sherry 
Fuerstenberg will be in the West Foyer with her table for the next two weeks if you would like to 
purchase a membership.  She can also answer any questions you may have about the camp.  Also, MARK 
YOUR CALENDAR the Zion Annual Killarney Camp-out is scheduled for Friday- Sunday, August 4-6th.  
 

 

http://www.mealtrain.com/


COMING UP AT ZION …. 
Sunday 9:00 a.m. Worship Service (IC/CC) 

10:15 a.m. Sunday School, Youth Group, and Adult Bible Class 
11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. BIC #2 

 Monday 10:00 a.m. Pastor’s Circuit Meeting @ Grace, Tecumseh 
Tuesday 10:00 a.m. Adult Bible Class  
  5:00 p.m. Trustees Meeting 
Wednesday NO Lenten Supper  

7:00 p.m. Lenten Worship Service #5  
 Friday  4:30 p.m. Zion Killarney Fish Fry 

Sunday 9:00 a.m. Worship Service  
10:15 a.m. Sunday School, Youth Group, and Adult Bible Class 
11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. BIC #3 
2:00 p.m. Mother/Daughter Tea 

 
 
 

MARCH VOLUNTEERS 
  March 1 & 5 March 12 March 15 & 19 March 26 

ALTAR GUILD  Kathy Vanisacker  

LIVE STREAM  
HELPERS 

 
Steve Sordahl 

 
Rob Krueger 

 
Erich Freiny 

 
Miller Sordahl 

USHERS March 1 
Rich Heusman 
Jeff Heusman 

Jake Burke 
Juergan Koenig 

Matt McCormick 
 

March 5 
Russ Vitale 

Keith McBee 
Mark Kipf 

March 12 
Rob Krueger 

Ralph Naveaux 
Ray Chandonnet 

Erich Freiny 
 

March 15 
Rob Krueger 

Ralph Naveaux 
Ray Chandonnet 

Erich Freiny 
 

March 19 
Tony Affholter 

Mark Fuerstenberg 
Ray Palmatier 
Jeff Douglas 

 

Feb. 26 
Joe Koch 

Dave Benge 
Joe Schmeling 

 

COMMUNION 

HELPERS 

March 1 
Jeremy Robinson 

 
March 5 

Alan Bober 

 March 15 
Ken Vagt 

 
March 19 
Mark Kipf 

 

 

 
 
 

 


