
 

 

 
             

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 



ZION EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH, MONROE, MI 
(Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod) 

IN JESUS’ NAME WE WELCOME YOU! 
 

Second Sunday in Advent                                               December 4, 2022 
 

WELCOME TO ZION.  It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word 
will strengthen your faith and fill your heart with the peace only God can give and the joy we have in 
believing that JESUS CHRIST is our Savior from sin.  
 

Worship Focus: John, the forerunner of Christ, fixes our attention on the need for true 
preparation for the Lord’s coming.  Such preparation consists in repentance and reconciliation with 
God and all people through the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Liturgy:  Common Service                                                                 CW pg. 15 
 

Opening Hymn:  CW 11                                                          “Comfort, Comfort, All My People” 
 
 

 



 
P:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
 

 
CONFESSION OF SINS 

 
P:  Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our  
      Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
 
C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I  
      have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what  
      is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment  
      both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in  
      my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
 
Lord, Have Mercy 

 
 
 
P:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the  
      atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his  

      authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son () and of  
      the Holy Spirit. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 
P:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 

Glory Be To God 

 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P:  Let us pray. 

P:  Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son.  By his coming give us strength 
in our conflicts and shed light on our path through the darkness of this world; through your Son,   
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

 

 

LIGHTING OF 2ND CANDLE OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 
HYMN:  CW 23 (vs. 1 & 2)               “Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel” 
 

 



THE WORD 

 

First Lesson                                                                                                                   Isaiah 11:1-10 
11 A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 2 The 
Spirit of the LORD will rest on him the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel 
and of might, the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the LORD— 3 and he will delight in the fear of 
the LORD. He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears with his ears; 
4 but with righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give decisions for the poor of 
the earth. He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; with the breath of his lips he will slay 
the wicked. 5 Righteousness will be his belt and faithfulness the sash around his waist. 6 The wolf will 
live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling 
together; and a little child will lead them. 7 The cow will feed with the bear, their young will lie 
down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox. 8 The infant will play near the cobra’s den, 
and the young child will put its hand into the viper’s nest. 9 They will neither harm nor destroy 
on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the LORD as the waters 
cover the sea. 10 In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will 
rally to him, and his resting place will be glorious. (EHV) 
  
Psalm 130                                     CW pg. 114   
 

 
 

Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD;* 

O Lord, hear my voice. 

 

Let your ears be attentive* 

to my cry for mercy. 

 

If you, O LORD, kept a record of sins,* 

O Lord, who could stand? 

 

But with you there is forgiveness;* 

therefore you are feared. 

 

Refrain 



 

I wait for the LORD and in his Word I put my hope.* 

My soul waits for the Lord more than 

watchmen wait for the morning. 

 

O Israel, put your hope in the LORD,* 

for with the LORD is unfailing love 

and with him is full redemption. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Refrain 

 

Refrain Tune: Michael Joncas. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 

Second Lesson                                                                 Romans 15:4-13 
4 For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through the endurance 
taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might have hope. 
5 May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude of mind toward 
each other that Christ Jesus had, 6 so that with one mind and one voice you may glorify the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7 Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to 
bring praise to God. 8 For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the Jews on behalf of God’s 
truth, so that the promises made to the patriarchs might be confirmed 9 and, moreover, that the 
Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written: “Therefore I will praise you among the 
Gentiles; I will sing the praises of your name.” 10 Again, it says, “Rejoice, you Gentiles, with his 
people.” 11 And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles; let all the peoples extol him.” 12 And again, 
Isaiah says, “The Root of Jesse will spring up, one who will arise to rule over the nations in him the 
Gentiles will hope.” 13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that 
you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. (EHV)       
 
 
 



VERSE OF THE DAY 
P:  Alleluia.  Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.  All mankind will see God’s 
salvation.  Alleluia. (Luke 3:4, 6 cf. NIV) 
 

 
 
 
NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 
and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY:  CW 13                                    “There’s a Voice in the Wilderness Crying” 
 

 
 

 

Sermon text and theme                                                                     Matthew 3:1-12 

3 In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea 2 and saying, “Repent, for 
the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: 
“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for 
him.’” 4 John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around his waist. His 
food was locusts and wild honey. 5 People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the 
whole region of the Jordan. 6 Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. 
7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was baptizing, he said to 
them: “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Produce fruit in 
keeping with repentance. 9 And do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our 
father.’ I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. 10 The ax is already 



at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown 
into the fire.11 “I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is more 
powerful than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his 
wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” (EHV) 

 
The Lord is Coming to Gather His Harvest 

 
 

CREATE IN ME 
 

 
 

 
Prayer of the Church 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will  
     be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  
     our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
     temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and  
     the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE SACRAMENT 
 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

 

 

P:  Lift up your hearts. 

 

 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

 

 

P:  It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord,  
     holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day kept  
     his promise and poured out the Holy Spirit to empower his Church to proclaim the gospel in all  
     the world. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name  
     and join their glorious song: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

Sanctus 

 



 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks,  
      he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for  
      you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 
     Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is  
     my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,  
     whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  
 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 

 

 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 

Agnus Dei 

 

 

BE SEATED 

 

 

 

 

 



DISTRIBUTION 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS: CW 47                                    “Behold, a Branch Is Growing” 
        CW 15                                 “Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding” 
        CW 20        “When All the World Was Cursed” 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

THANKSGIVING 

 

SONG OF SIMEON 

Nunc Dimittis 

 

 
P:  O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
 

 

 

P:  We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper. We pray that  
      through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this  
      in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one  
      God, now and forever. 
 

 
 
 

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
      The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

      The Lord look on you with favor and () give you peace. 
 

 



 
 

Closing Hymn:  CW 28                                   “Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord” 
 

 

 
 

Officiants 
Accompanist:  Mona Vitale  

Liturgist:  Pastor Ross Ulrich 
Preacher:  Pastor Greg Sitzman  

 
 
 
 
 



ZION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Pastor Ross Ulrich:  734-240-3888; rwulrich@zionmonroe.org 

Pastor Greg Sitzman: 734-309-7877; gsitzman@zionmonroe.org 
Principal:  Bryan Schneck:  907-331-7761; bschneck@zionmonroe.org 

SECOND ADVENT MIDWEEK SERVICE  – This is My Son 
Each mid-week Advent Service we will be exploring the Son.  Here is a little information on the second week. 

Our Advent expectation continues as we wait to celebrate the gift of God’s promised Son to be our 

Savior. Like us, Abraham struggled as God’s promise seemed less likely to come about, especially as the 

years passed into decades. As our faith may at times grow weak, we are tempted to take matters into our 

own hands, only to discover that our efforts fail. That is one reason we are here again this day, in order that 

God’s Word and Spirit strengthen our faith, even in the face of all doubts, to wait upon God’s sure and 

gracious promises. The true Son of Abraham is the One whom God has sent and designated, saying, “This 

is My beloved Son.” Jesus brings all of God’s promises together to make us sons and daughters of God. 

Believe it. Live it 

 
CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE:  This year Zion is once again supporting Paula’s House.  There is a great 
need this year with more women and families there than in the past.  The giving tree is in the school 
hallway with tags.  Please have all the presents wrapped and returned by Monday, December 
12th.  This is a great opportunity to show our love and support to those who are struggling.  Thank 
you for helping with this outreach project.      

 

DADDY/DAUGHTER DANCE:  Zion Lutheran School is having a Daddy/Daughter dance on Saturday, 
December 10, 2022 at 6:00 p.m.  The theme this year is “Land of Sweets.”  If you would like to 
attend or know someone who would like to come please contact the office (242-1378).  Tickets are 
$10.00 per couple.  Your ticket includes admission, pizza, and ice cream.  We hope to see you 
there. 
 
ADULT CHOIR:  We have an adult choir that has started practicing.  They meet on Sundays after Bible 
Study.  If you are not able to meet at that time please contact Bryan Schneck about meeting at another time. 
His phone number is 907-331-7761. 
 
THE BOARD OF SERVICE AND FELLOWSHIP is planning to hold a marriage retreat in March 17-19, 
2023.  WELS Pastor Randy Hunter will lead the discussions.  We would start on Friday evening and run 
through Sunday at noon.  A worship service will be conducted on Sunday morning.  We need to get an 
approximate number of persons who would attend.  If you sign up, it does not mean you are locked into 
attending.  We are trying to make the best arrangements for rooms and meeting rooms.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Ken Vagt. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
COMING UP AT ZION …. 

Sunday  9:00 a.m. 2nd Sunday Advent Worship Service  
   10:15 a.m. Sunday School, Youth Group and Adult Bible Class 

11:15 a.m. Choir Practice 
 Tuesday  10:00 a.m. Adult Bible Class  
    7:00 p.m. Elders Meeting 

Wednesday  7:00 p.m. 2nd Midweek Advent Worship Service  
Saturday  6:00 p.m. Daddy/Daughter Dance 
Next Sunday  9:00 a.m. Third Sunday Advent Worship Service  
    10:15 a.m. Sunday School, Youth Group and Adult Bible Class 
   11:15 a.m. Choir Practice 
   

 
 

Our Fruits of Faith 
At worship last week: 77 + 56 + 110 = 243;  

Offerings for week ending 11/26/22:  General - $6,500.05 
                                                              Missions - $335.00 

 

DECMBER VOLUNTEERS 
  Nov. 30 & Dec. 4 Dec. 7 & 11 Dec. 14 & 18 Dec. 24 & 25 

ALTAR 

GUILD 
  Liz Seibert  

LIVE STREAM  
HELPERS 

 
Zach McCormick 

 
Steve Sordahl 

 
Miller Sordahl 

 
Rob Krueger 

USHERS Nov. 30 & Dec. 4 
Jeremy Robinson 
Jacob Robinson 

William Robinson 
Alan Bober 

 
 

Dec. 11 
Rich Heusman 
Jeff Heusman 

Jake Burke 
Juergan Koenig 

Matt McCormick 

Dec. 14 
Rich Heusman 
Jeff Heusman 

Jake Burke 
Juergan Koenig 

Matt McCormick 
 

Dec. 18 
Russ Vitale 

Keith McBee 
Mark Kipf 

Dec. 24 
Rob Krueger 

Ray Chandonnet 
Ralph Naveaux 

Erich Freiny 
 
 

Dec. 25 
Tony Affholter 

Mark Fuerstenberg 
Ray Palmatier 

COMMUNION 

HELPERS 

Nov. 30 
Ben Husby 

 
Dec. 4 

Mark Kipf 

 Dec. 14 
Jeremy Robinson 

 
Dec. 18 

Jeff Heusman 

 

 

 
 



 
 


