
  

 

 
 

 

òAnd while He was blessing them, 
He parted from them, and  

Was taken up into heaven.ó 
Luke 24:51 

 
 

 



ZION EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH, MONROE, MI 
(Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod) 

IN JESUSõ NAME WE WELCOME YOU! 
 

The Ascension of Our Lord                                                                            May 17 & 21, 2023                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
 

WELCOME TO ZION.  It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from Godõs Word will 
strengthen your faith and fill your heart with the peace only God can give and the joy we have in believing 
that JESUS CHRIST is our Savior from sin.  
 

Worship Focus: The ascension of Jesus to the right hand of God presents believers with the comfort of 
his continuing ruler-ship and their call to be witnesses throughout the world. 
 
LITURGY:  SERVICE OF WORD &  SACRAMENT                                CW pg. 26 
 
OPENING HYMN: CW 169                                                                     òAlleluia! Sing to Jesusó 
 

 
 



P:   The grace of our Lord (Z) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy  
       Spirit be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 
P:  God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts.  
      Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 
 

The congregation may kneel. 
 
C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have 
      disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and  
      failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in  
      eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I  
      pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
 
P:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning  
      sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you  

      all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (Z) and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 
LORD, HAVE MERCY  

Kyrie 

 

P:  For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear  
      our prayer, O Lord. 
 

 
 
P:  For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to  
      stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ. 
 

 
 
P:  For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their  
      worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
 

 
 



P:  Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your tender  
      care: 
 

 
 
P:  The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 
 

 



 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P:  Let us pray. 

The minister says the Prayer of the Day. 

Lord Jesus, King of glory, on this day you ascended far above the heavens and at Godõs right hand you rule 
the nations.  Leave us not alone, we pray, but grant us the Spirit of truth that at your command and by 
your power we may be your witnesses in all the world; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

 

THE WORD 

 
 

First Lesson                                                                                                                                Acts 1:1-11 
 

I wrote my first book, Theophilus, about everything Jesus began doing and teaching 2 until the day he was 
taken up, after he had given instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3 After he 
had suffered, he presented himself alive to the apostles with many convincing proofs. He appeared to them 
over a period of forty days and told them things about the kingdom of God. 4 Once, when he was eating 
with them, he commanded them, òDo not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for what the Father promised, 
which you heard from me. 5 For John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit 
not many days from now.ó 6 So when they were together with him, they asked, òLord, is this the time 
when you are going to restore the kingdom to Israel?ó 7 He said to them, òIt is not for you to know the 
times or seasons that the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth.ó 9 After he said these things, he was taken up while they were watching, and a cloud took 
him out of their sight. 10 They were looking intently into the sky as he went away. Suddenly, two men in 
white clothes stood beside them. 11 They said, òMen of Galilee, why are you standing here looking up into 
the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come back in the same way 
you have seen him go into heaven.ó (EHV) 
 



PSALM 47           pg. 85 

 

Clap your hands, all you nations;* 

shout to God with cries of joy. 
 

How awesome is the LORD Most High,* 

the great King over all the earth! 
 

God reigns over the nations;* 

God is seated on his holy throne. 
 

Refrain 

 

God has ascended amid shouts of joy,* 

the LORD amid the sounding of trumpets. 
 

Sing praises to God, sing praises;* 

sing praises to our King, sing praises. 
 

For God is the King of all the earth;* 

sing to him a psalm of praise. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Refrain 

Refrain Tune: Dale Wood. From Seasonal Psalms. © 1978 Augsburg Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 

 

SECOND LESSON                                         Ephesians 1:16-23 
 

16 I never stop giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. 17 I keep praying that the God of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, will give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation in knowing Christ 
fully. 18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you may know the hope to which he 
has called you, just how rich his glorious inheritance among the saints is, 19 and just how surpassingly great 
his power is for us who believe. 20 It is as great as the working of his mighty strength, which God worked 



in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far 
above all rule, authority, power, and dominion, and above every name that is given, not only in this age 
but also in the one to come. 22 God also placed all things under his feet and made him head over everything 
for the church. 23 The church is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way. (EHV) 
 
VERSE OF THE DAY 
P:  Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. Surely I will be with you always, to the 
very end of the age. Alleluia. (Matthew 28:20b cf. NIV) 
 
HYMN: CW 174                    òSee, the Conqueror Mounts in Triumphó 
 

 

 
 



SERMON TEXT AND THEME:                                             Luke 24:44-53 

44 He said to them, òThese are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you: Everything must be 
fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms.ó 45 Then he opened 
their minds to understand the Scriptures. 46 He said to them, òThis is what is written and so it must be: The 
Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be 
preached in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 
49 Look, I am sending you what my Father promised. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power 
from on high.ó 50 He led them out as far as the vicinity of Bethany. He lifted up his hands and blessed 
them. 51 And while he was blessing them, he parted from them and was taken up into heaven. 52 So they 
worshipped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 53 They were continually in the temple courts, 
praising and blessing God. Amen. (EHV) 

Christõs Ascension  
Reminds Me  

That Heaven Is My Home  
 
 

SUNDAY ONLY:  Rite of Confirmation ð Kyle Robert Strzesinski 
             Anthony David Vanek 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

P:  Gracious God and Father, we praise you for the countless blessings, which we receive from  
      your hand: the beauties of creation and the bounties of the earth, the joy of life and the pleasure  
      of friendship, the good of work and the gift of rest, the privilege to share happiness and sorrow 
      with one another. Above all we praise and thank you for your saving Word and for your Sonõs  
      body and blood, which you give us to eat and to drink in the sacrament. Through these means  
      of grace, you send the Holy Spirit into our hearts and unite us to Jesus and to the whole  
      Christian Church on earth. 
C:  Strengthen us through this heavenly food; increase our trust in Christ and our  
      love for one another. 
 
P:  Great God and Lord, without your continuing help we easily waver in our faith, lose courage,  
      and grow careless in our watchfulness. The times and days are perilous. Give us strength to face  
      the evils of each day with fresh confidence. Open our lips to speak of your grace, and move us  
      to use the gifts that you give us to share your Word of salvation with all people. Protect and  
      prosper the family, the school, the government, and all good institutions that you have  
      established for the benefit of society. Remember in mercy those who are sick and suffering, and  
      bring your healing to troubled homes and lives. 
C:  Move us to pray for those in need and to help them with deeds of kindness.  
 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
 
P:  Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 



 

Silent prayer. 
 

P:  Now, eternal God and Father, keep us in the saving faith and so enable us to overcome all things  
      through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

LORDôS PRAYER  

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done  

on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those  
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory  
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE SACRAMENT 

Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the forgiveness of sins and the strengthening of our faith. 

In this supper we celebrate the gift of his redemption, we bear witness to the fellowship we share as confessors of the truth, and we proclaim his 

death until he returns. 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

 
 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 

 
 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



P: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every  
     spiritual blessing. He made His Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours 
     but for the sins of the whole world. 
 
     Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of   
     his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and  
     glory for ever and ever: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 

 
 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given  
       thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, òTake and eat; this is my body, which is  
       given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.ó 
 
      Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, òDrink from it, all of you; this is  
      my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,  
      whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.ó 
 
 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 
 



 
O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 
 

 
 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS:  CW 173                                                 òOn Christõs ascension I Now Buildó 
                                         CW 171 (vs. 1-5)                                             òA Hymn of Glory Let Us Singó 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 


