
 
             

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

SEE THE LIGHT! 
 

 

 

 

 



ZION EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH, MONROE, MI 
(Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod) 

IN JESUS’ NAME WE WELCOME YOU! 
 

Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany                              February 1 & 5, 2023 
 

WELCOME TO ZION.  It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word 
will strengthen your faith and fill your heart with the peace only God can give and the joy we have in 
believing that JESUS CHRIST is our Savior from sin.  
 

Worship Focus: Those who follow the One revealed as the Christ follow him in heartfelt 
thankfulness expressed in lives lived as worship, salt, and light.  To God be the glory! 
 

Liturgy:  Common Service                                                                 CW pg. 15 
 

Opening Hymn:  CW 387                                                                                   “Drawn to the Cross” 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



P:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
 

 
CONFESSION OF SINS 

 
P:  Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our  
      Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
 
C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I  
      have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what  
      is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment  
      both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in  
      my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
 
Lord, Have Mercy 

 
 
 
P:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the  
      atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his  

      authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son () and of  
      the Holy Spirit. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

P:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 

Glory Be To God 

 

 

 

 

 



 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

 
 

 

P:  Let us pray. 

P:  Almighty God, you sent your one and only Son as the Word of life for our eyes to see and our 
ears to hear.  Help us believe what the Scriptures proclaim about him and do the things that are 
pleasing in your sight; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

 

 

 

THE WORD 

 
 

First Lesson                                                                                                                   Isaiah 58:5-9a 
 
5 Is this the kind of fast that I would choose: a day when a person afflicts himself and bows his head 
like a reed and makes his bed on sackcloth and ashes? Do you call this a fast, a day to gain the LORD’s 
favor? 6 On the contrary, isn’t this the kind of fast that I would choose: to loosen the chains of 
wickedness, to tear apart the ropes of a yoke, to release the oppressed so they go free, and to tear 
every yoke to pieces? 7 Isn’t a true fast that you share your bread with the hungry and bring the 
homeless and afflicted into a house? Yes, when you see a naked person, you are to cover him, 
and do not hide yourself from your own flesh and blood. 8 Then your light will break forth like dawn, 
and your healing will spring up quickly. Your righteousness will go out ahead of you, and the Glory 
of the LORD will follow you. 9 Then you will call, and the LORD will answer. You will cry out, and 
he will say, “Here I am!” If you remove the bar of the yoke from among you, and if you stop finger-
pointing and speaking wickedly, (EHV) 
 
 
 
 
 



Psalm 111                                     CW pg. 106   
 

 

 

Great are the works of the LORD;* 

they are pondered by all who delight in them. 

 

Glorious and majestic are his deeds,* 

and his righteousness endures forever. 

 

He has caused his wonders to be remembered;* 

the LORD is gracious and compassionate. 

 

Refrain 

 

The works of his hands are faithful and just;* 

all his precepts are trustworthy. 

 

He provided redemption for his people;* 

he ordained his covenant forever. 

 

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom;* 

all who follow his precepts have good understanding. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Refrain 

 

Refrain Tune: J. Robert Carroll. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 



Second Lesson                                                            Matthew 5:13-20 
 
13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its flavor, how will it become salty again? Then it is 
no good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled on by people. 14 You are the light of the 
world. A city located on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 People do not light a lamp and put it under a 
basket. No, they put it on a stand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. 16 In the same way let 
your light shine in people’s presence, so that they may see your good works and glorify your Father 
who is in heaven. 17 “Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to 
destroy them but to fulfill them. 18 Amen I tell you: Until heaven and earth pass away, not even the 
smallest letter, or even part of a letter, will in any way pass away from the Law until everything is 
fulfilled. 19 So whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the 
same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven. But whoever practices and teaches them will be 
called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 Indeed I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses 
that of the Pharisees and experts in the law, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. (EHV) 
       
VERSE OF THE DAY 
P:  Alleluia.  Jesus said, “I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will never walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life.”  Alleluia. (John 8:12 cf. NIV) 
 

 
 
 

NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 
and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 



who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY:  CW 280                                                                              “Thy Strong Word” 

 

 
 



Sermon text and theme                                                                         1 Peter 2:9-12 

 
9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, the people who are God’s own 
possession, so that you may proclaim the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light. 10 At one time you were not a people, but now you are the people of God. At one 
time you were not shown mercy, but now you have been shown mercy.11 Dear friends, I urge you, as 
aliens and temporary residents in the world, to abstain from the desires of the sinful flesh, which war 
against your soul. 12 Live an honorable life among the Gentiles so that even though they slander you 
as evildoers, when they observe your noble deeds, they may glorify God on the day he visits us. 
(EHV) 

 
SEE THE LIGHT! 

 
 
CREATE IN ME 
 

 
 

 
Prayer of the Church          pg. 124 
 
P:  Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary’s son, in the fullness of time you came into our world  
      to save us from sin and death: 
C:  You ushered in the day of grace so long foretold. 
 
P:  Beloved Son of the Father, revered by the Magi, baptized by John, you came preaching and  
      teaching, healing and comforting, forgiving and encouraging: 
C:  You brought the light of life to those walking in darkness, and the joy of salvation  
       to those doomed to death. 
 



P:  Prince of Peace, shine like a beacon for us and the people of our world. Let the good news of  
      salvation be heard in the remotest corners of the earth. Open our own lips to speak your name  
      to those around us who still live without faith or hope: 
C:  Arouse us and our missionaries to flood the world with the light of your gospel. 
 
P:  Lord of the Church, let your peace rule our hearts that we may use our gifts to serve you and  
     each other in willing gratitude and joy. Watch over our loved ones near and far, that they may  
     remember your love and rejoice in your salvation. Strengthen the faith of the sick and the  
    disheartened. Give hope to those in despair and comfort those who mourn: 
C:  Be gracious to all and lead us to reflect your love in everything we say and do. 
 
Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
 
P:  Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 
Silent prayer. 
 
P:  Finally, bring us and all your believers to the heavenly home where we will stand in the full light  
     of your glory and with all your saints and angels sing the everlasting song of triumph. 
C:  Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will  
     be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  
     our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
     temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and  
     the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
THE SACRAMENT 
 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

 

 

P:  Lift up your hearts. 

 

 

 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 



 

 

P:  It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord,  
     holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day kept  
     his promise and poured out the Holy Spirit to empower his Church to proclaim the gospel in all  
     the world. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name  
     and join their glorious song: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

Sanctus 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks,  
      he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for  
      you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 
     Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is  
     my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,  
     whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  
 
 
 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 



 

 

 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 

Agnus Dei 

 

 

BE SEATED 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS: CW 311                       “Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness” 
        CW 390                                               “Salvation unto Us Has Come” 
    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



THANKSGIVING 

 

SONG OF SIMEON 

Nunc Dimittis 

 

 
P:  O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
 

 

 

P:  We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper. We pray that  
      through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this  
      in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one  
      God, now and forever. 
 

 
 
 

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
      The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

      The Lord look on you with favor and () give you peace. 
 

 
 
 



Closing Hymn:  CWS 774                                     “Church of God, Elect and Glorious” 

 

 
Officiants 

Accompanist: Dottie Bober   
Liturgist:  Pastor Ross Ulrich 

Preacher:  Pastor Greg Sitzman  
 



ZION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Pastor Ross Ulrich:  734-244-4553; rwulrich@zionmonroe.org 

Pastor Greg Sitzman: 734-309-7877; gsitzman@zionmonroe.org 
Principal:  Bryan Schneck:  907-331-7761; bschneck@zionmonroe.org 

 

Voters' Meeting Call Update: 

At the January 29 Quarterly Voters' Meeting, the voters decided to gather more 

information before making a decision on calling a Head Pastor upon Pastor Ulrich's 

retirement.  On Sunday February 26, there will be a special Open Forum at 10:15am and 

Special Voters' Meeting at 11:30am on this topic.  Please mark your calendars for these 

important upcoming meetings. 

 
FRIENDS IN FAITH:  On Sunday, February 12th at 11:30 am, Cynthia Natsis will be presenting 
information on the Lutheran Women's Missionary Society (LWMS). A light luncheon will be served. 
All women of the congregation who are interested are invited to attend.  
 
ANNUAL STATEMENTS:  The end of the year contribution statements are available to be picked up in 
the church office.  They will be available in the office until Sunday, February 12.  We will be mailing 
them out after that date. 
 
FOOD PANTRY:  The Zion Food Pantry at this time is being closed.  We are no longer accepting food 
donations.  With the future construction it has been determined at this time the collection of food is 
not prudent.  If someone is in need please see either Pastor for needed assistance.  We have an 
alternative program now available on a need basis. 
 
Dear Ladies of Zion,  
 The funeral dinner list has recently been revised, from three groups to one large group.  
Sherry Fuerstenberg will head the Funeral Dinners and Kathy Wozniak will contact you to see if you 
are available for set up, serving or making a dessert on a rotating basis. 
 We will continue to have three groups for church cleanup. 
Group #1 Brenda Chandonnet 241-6857 
  Front of the church, Sacrasty, Balcony and Flowers 
Group #2 Sherry Fuerstenberg  654-3736 
  Church Proper (east foyer), Pews, Narthex, and back of Church 
Group #3 Linda Johnson   735-0090 
  Sue Moore   735-7380 
  Mother’s Room, Kitchen and Pantry 
 This year there are no Confirmands but we still would like to have our annual cleaning 
completed by Palm Sunday, April 2, 2023.  The leaders will call to let you know when cleaning 
starts.  Men, please feel free to come and help us! 
 Thanks to all who have helped in the past, continue to help and we pray we can continue to 
serve our Congregation faithfully together. 
 
     Sincerely. 
     Sherry Fuerstenberg 



PLAYGROUP AT ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH:  Come join parents and littles, children 
kindergarten or younger and their parents, to come have fun.  They are meeting on Monday 
mornings from 8:30 until 10:00 a.m. at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church on Albain Rd.  Join for snacks, 
play and Christian fellowship.  Contact Chelsea Kowalski at 507-766-5679 for any questions. 
 
ZION CONGREGATION PARTICIPATION:   
 ART FAIR – The Zion Art Fair is planned for Sunday, March 5th.  We would love items from 
the Zion Congregation to put in alongside the Zion School art projects.  Please have all items into the 
Zion office by Monday, February 27.  We look forward to all the beautiful artistic items.  Thank you 
in advance for your participation. 
 
 ZION SCHOOL AUCTION – Zion is holding their bi-annual auction on Sunday, March 5th at 
noon.  There will be live auction, silent auction, and raffle ticket items.  We will also have some fun 
games to play before and after the auction.  There will be a free will offering lunch available.  If we 
have enough participation, we would love to have a bake sale this year – due to the pandemic at the 
last auction we were not able to have the bake sale.   
 
SERVICE AND FELLOWSHIP NOTE:  There will be no Stewardship Experience in the upcoming months 
due to lack of volunteer speakers.  No one has come forward to volunteer their life experiences to 
share with the congregation.  If anyone would like to volunteer to share their life stories please 
contact Mel White, Mark Fuerstenberg or Ken Vagt.   
 
SECURITY UPDATE:  Zion Church Council has decided that starting on Sunday, January 8th for 
security reasons they will be locking the school door entrance at 9:10 a.m.  If you get to 
church after 9:10 a.m. please use the other church entrances.  Thank you. 
 
PASTOR ULRICH RETIRING – Pastor Ulrich has announced his retirement effective June 30, 2023.  
The Board of Elders has recommendations for Zion in light of Pastor Ulrich’s retirement. 
 
THE BOARD OF SERVICE AND FELLOWSHIP:  The Board of Service and Fellowship has made the 
following updates to the Marriage Retreat to be held on March 17-19.  We are looking forward to a 
fun and fulfilling God pleasing learning opportunity. 
 
Location: 
    Faholo Christian Conference Center, 3000 Mt.Hope Road,  Grass Lake, Michigan 49240 
Facilitator: Pastor Randy Hunter 
Cost Per Person:  $200.00  includes 2 night lodging 4 meals  Snacks and refreshment during sessions. 
Hotel style rooms. 
        This also covers the use of conference room and AV equipment, all retreat learning 
materials.  This also covers the expenses of the Facilitator. 
          Many other amenities including an indoor pool are available. 
Payment: 
    Checks made payable to:  Zion Lutheran Church 
    Payable on or prior to March 1, 2023 
At this time, we are full for the marriage retreat.  So the sign-up sheet has been removed. 



 
SISTERS IN CHRIST RETREAT  
Registration is now open for the Sisters in Christ retreat. Please join us April 14-16, 2023, at the 
Kellogg Hotel & Conference Center in East Lansing! We will dive into God’s Word, refresh our 
souls, and build up our Sisters in Christ as we focus on our theme: “My Grace is sufficient for 
you, because My Power is made perfect in weakness.” 2 Corinthians 12:9   The retreat  
is intended for women of the WELS/ELS and their guests.   In addition, please visit our website 
www.sistersinchristretreat.org for complete details and registration information. Please note, an 
early bird discount is in effect through January 31, but registration will continue through February 
28th. We also have flyers in both foyers with additional information.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

LUTHERAN CAMPSITE ASSOCIATION 

SPECIAL MEETING 
 

FEBRUARY 19, 2023 at 2:30pm 

 

Killarney Lutheran Camp 

1200 Chisholm Rd. 

Onsted, MI 49265 
 

This special meeting is being called to approve the loan from LACE (Lutheran Association for 

Church Extension) to rewire the camp property, including the camp manager’s house. The loan will 

also be used to level the house’s foundation, replace the siding, roof, windows and sills, and make 

other improvements. 
 

Please contact Board President John Rettle at (517) 260-4577 or jrettle@wilburellis.com, if you 

plan to attend. This announcement is being made to comply with the Lutheran Campsite Association 

Constitution and Bylaws. You will be informed if this meeting date needs to be changed. Contact 

John if you have any questions. We will let you know if a virtual option becomes available.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
HVL NEWS: 
New Logo & Seal for HVL’s new name: Hope Christian Academy 
 

 
 

Hope Christian Academy is owned and operated by an association of WELS congregations 
Logomark - Using the 4 C’s of our educational philosophy: Christian, critical thinking, collaboration, and 

communication; these 4 C’s are linked and centered around the cross to keep the focus on Christ. The icon also can 

be seen as a flower to represent the growing and blooming generations to come through Hope. 
 
Questions, Comments, Feedback - Please contact us at 734-525-0160 or mfoley@hvlhs.org if you have any 

questions or would like more information about the changes taking place at HVL for next school year. 
 

PLANNING AHEAD FOR FUN IN THE SUMMERTIME:  Zion Annual Killarney Camp-out is scheduled for 

Friday- Sunday, August 4-6th. So on that note please read the following: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
COMING UP AT ZION …. 
 

Sunday  9:00 a.m. Worship Service (IC/CC) 
10:15 a.m. Sunday School, Youth Group and Adult Bible Class 

 Monday 12:30-5:30 p.m. Red Cross Blood Drive 
Tuesday 10:00 a.m. Bible Class 
Wednesday 7:00 p.m. Worship Service  
Sunday  9:00 a.m. Worship Service  

10:15 a.m. Sunday School, Youth Group and Adult Bible Class 
 
 
 
 

FEBRUARY VOLUNTEERS 
 

  Feb. 1 & 5 Feb. 8 & 12 Feb. 15 & 19 Feb. 22 & 26 

ALTAR 

GUILD 
 Deanna Schneck  

LIVE STREAM  
HELPERS 

 
Steve Sordahl 

 
Rob Krueger 

 
Need Volunteer 

 
Miller Sordahl 

USHERS Feb. 1 
Rob Krueger 

Ralph Naveaux 
Ray Chandonnet 

Erich Freiny 
 

Feb. 5 
Tony Affholter 

Mark Fuerstenberg 
Ray Palmatier 
Jeff Douglas 

Feb. 12 
Joe Koch 

Dave Benge 
Joe Schmeling 

Feb. 15 
Joe Koch 

Dave Benge 
Joe Schmeling 

 
Feb. 19 

Jeremy Robinson 
Jacob Robinson 

William Robinson 
Alan Bober 

 

Feb. 26 
Rich Heusman 
Jeff Heusman 

Jake Burke 
Juergan Koenig 

Matt McCormick 
 
 

 


