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ZION EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH, MONROE, MI 
(Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod) 

IN JESUS’ NAME WE WELCOME YOU! 
 

Easter                                                                     March 31, 2024                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
 

WELCOME TO ZION.  It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will 
strengthen your faith and fill your heart with the peace only God can give and the joy we have in believing 
that JESUS CHRIST is our Savior from sin.  
 

This is the first Sunday in the season of Easter.  The Easter season lasts fifty days, seven Sundays. 
During these fifty days, the lessons will show us the risen Christ and the effect his triumph over death 
and the grave has in our lives. 

WORSHIP NOTES 

 
Our Worship Theme:  He is Risen! 

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Sinners should fear God. Sinners ought to die for their wickedness. 
The grave should be the place of ultimate defeat for mankind. Yet on this day, the Second Adam did all 
that the first had left undone. Bearing our guilt and suffering our verdict, the Son of Man died, but three 
days later he rose in glory. As a result, fear is gone, mankind is redeemed, and Christ calls us his own 
brothers. Jesus came from death to life, and through baptism he brings us with him. 
 
The Hymn of the Day:  Awake, My Heart, with Gladness 

The Hymn of the Day is a key element in the service.  The practice of having a chief hymn for the day 
in the service has roots deep in historical, liturgical Lutheran worship tradition. Its purpose is to respond 
closely to the theme of the day.   

Today’s hymn shows that because Christ died and then rose from death, we too, when we die, will rise 
to eternal life. This is the confidence and the joy of the Christian, and the reason we follow him through 
good and bad times. 

 

OUR FAMILY AT WORSHIP 
 

BATHROOMS are located in the back of church, just down the hall toward the school.  
    Please ask an usher for help finding them. 
 
HEARING ASSISTANCE EQUIPMENT is available as part of our sound system. Individual hand-held 

units are available. Please check with an usher if you would like a unit for today’s worship service.   
 

VISITORS are asked to please sign our fellowship registry in the back of church so that we will have a 
record of your visit.  Thank you for joining us today! 

 
PRELUDE MUSIC: “This Joyful Eastertide” by Dale Wood 

       “At The Lamb's High Feast We Sing” by Jan Bender 
       “I Know That My Redeemer Lives” by Roger Wilson 
       “Christ The Lord Is Risen Today” by Anna Laura Page 



EXHORTATION 
 

Pastor: What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 
Congregation: Absolutely not! We died to sin; how can we go on living in it any longer? 
 
P: Or do you not know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 
C: We were therefore buried with him by this baptism into his death, so that just as he was  
     raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too would also walk in a new 
     life.  
  
P: For if we have been united with him in the likeness of his death,  
C: We will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection. 
 
P: And since we died with Christ,  
C: We believe that we will also live with him. 
 
HYMN:  CW 157        “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” 

 



CALL TO WORSHIP:  
 
P: Shouts of joy and victory resound in the tents of the righteous: 

The Lord's right hand has done mighty things! 
The Lord's right hand is lifted high; 

the Lord's right hand has done mighty things!  
  

I will not die but live, and will proclaim what the LORD has done. 
This is the day the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

  
P: Today we are celebrating Christ’s victory over death.  We sing praises to his name. May all glory and 
honor be given this day in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.  “Why do you look 
for the living among the dead?” Jesus is Risen! 
C: He is risen indeed! 
  
P: Remember how he told you: “The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, be 
crucified and on the third day be raised again.” 
C: Crown Him with honor and glory, for He is the living, all glorious Son of God. 
Hallelujah! 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:  
C: As for us, we were dead in our transgressions and sins, in which we used to live when 

we followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit 
who is now at work in those who are disobedient. All of us also lived among them at  

     one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and 
thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath.  

  
P: But because of his great love for you, God, who is rich in mercy, made you alive with Christ even when 
you were dead in transgressions - it is by grace you have been saved. And God raised us up with Christ and 
seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he might  
show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. For it is by grace 
you have been saved, through faith -and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God - not by works, so 
that no one can boast. 
C: For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do  
     good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 
  
P: Your sins are forgiven, there is peace between you and God. Amen. 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 



HYMN: CW 168                “With High Delight Let Us Unite” 

 

 
 

 
Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, by the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ you conquered death and opened 
the gate to eternal life. Grant that we, who have been raised with him through baptism, may walk in 
the newness of life and ever rejoice in the hope of sharing his glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to 
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit be dominion and praise now and forever. 

 
ANTHEM: Zion Adult Choir Sings               “O Praise the Living King!” 
 



First Lesson: Job 19:23-27 
 

Oh how I wish that my words were written down. Oh how I wish that they were inscribed in  
bronze, that they would be engraved in rock forever with an iron tool and letters filled with lead. 
As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives, and that at the end of time he will stand over the dust. 
Then, even after my skin has been destroyed, nevertheless, in my own flesh I will see God. 
 I myself will see him. My own eyes will see him, and not as a stranger. My emotions are in 
turmoil within me. 

 
Psalm 118                      pg. 108 

 
 

The LORD is my strength and my song;* 
he has become my salvation. 

 

The LORD’S right hand is lifted high;* 
the LORD’S right hand has done mighty things! 

 

I will not die but live,* 
and will proclaim what the LORD has done. 

 

Refrain 
 

I will give you thanks, for you answered me;* 
you have become my salvation. 

 
The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone;* 

the LORD has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 
This is the day the LORD has made;* 

let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Refrain 
Refrain Tune: Marty Haugen. © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 



 
 
 
 
The Second Lesson: 1 Corinthians 15:19-26 
 

If death was all that we had to look forward to, then we would be miserable indeed. We would have 
reason to fear that our whole life was in vain and the endurance of every struggle or temptation a 
wasted effort. If death ends all, why struggle, why sacrifice, why endure opposition and persecution 
especially from our own flesh in its fight with sins and temptations? But death does not end all. Death, 
feared by all, has now fallen victim to Christ in his resurrection; he has conquered it for us! We will 
rise. We will see him as he is. We will spend eternity not in dust but in adoration. That’s why he 
came. That’s why he died. That’s why we are so glad on this most holy day of days. Therefore do not 
be afraid of life. Fear death even less. For Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! His life is our life, our 
death is his death, his resurrection and his heaven are our future! 
 

Verse of the Day:  
Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. This is the day the Lord has made; let us 
rejoice and be glad in it. Alleluia. (Psalm 118:24 cf. NIV) 

 
 
The Holy Gospel: Mark 16:1-8 
 

What were the women afraid of? It is interesting to note that they have triumphed over all kinds of 
fears at the beginning of the gospel lesson, but they are overcome by fear at its close, at least 
temporarily. What do we have to be afraid of? They could have feared the soldiers. We may be afraid 
of people who hate the church or hate us. They could have been afraid of what they did not 
understand. We could too, for who grasps the invisible power of God or understands death and clearly 
“sees” what follows it? They could have been afraid of God, calling to mind their own earlier sins and 
doubts. We surely can sympathize with them in that! But the empty tomb and the angel of the 
resurrection says to all of our fears, Don’t be afraid! He is risen, just as he promised! Now we can be sure 
that he will keep all of his promises. For if he kept this one, then nothing will be too hard for him, and 
nothing will hold him back from his assurance to us of his grace, his protection in life and death, his 
promise even of our resurrection.! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY:  CW 156              “Awake, My heart, with Gladness” 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 



 
SERMON TEXT AND THEME: Mark 16:1-8 
 

Vindication 
 
HYMN: CW 152 (vs. 1-4)      “I Know that My Redeemer Lives” 
 

 
 
 
OFFERING: The collection of the offering in the service is an opportunity for the members of Zion to give back to God a 
small portion of what he has given us in order to support the Gospel ministry of Zion Lutheran Church and School and 
of the WELS throughout the world. If you are a visitor today, while we appreciate an offering from you, please do not 

feel obligated to give.  Music: “Jesus Christ  Is Risen Today” by Robert Williams 

 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Almighty and merciful God, on this glorious day we rejoice in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Increase 
our faith that the grace of the empty tomb may fill our lives and make us glad each day. 
C: When we are weak be our strength, when we are sad be our song, and when we sin be 
our salvation. 
 
P: Remove the disgrace of death from all who mourn. In moments of grief call believers through the voice 
of our Good Shepherd, and embolden us to follow his promises. In their hopelessness of despair turn the 
faithless to trust in the only Way, Truth, and Life. 
C: Wipe away tears born of death, and give new birth to a living hope in the hearts of the 
lost and troubled. Use our witness as compassion and comfort for others in need of mercy. 
 
P: King of kings and Lord of lords, destroy all dominion, authority, and power that stands against you, 
whether seen or unseen. Whatever evil exerts itself against your saving will – false teaching or lukewarm 
faith, Satan’s lies or worldly pleasures, empty worship or futile religion – rule it for the sake of the 
gospel’s free course. 
C: Triumph over our enemies, and empower the Church to fight the good fight to the end. 
Never leave us or forsake us. 
 
P: Walk among our churches, O Living One, as the faithful witness and firstborn from the dead. As your 
angel sent women with news of the risen Christ, call women in our church to announce, “He is risen!” As 
you sent your disciples with the breath of the Spirit, call men in our church full of the Spirit and wisdom to 
administer the keys of the kingdom. 
C: Wherever we live and whatever we do, help us to be prepared to give an answer to 
everyone who asks us to give the reason for the hope that we have in Christ.   
 
P: Heavenly Father keep the baptized united with your Son in his resurrection. Put to death the fleshly 
urges of those caught in addictions, clothe in your righteousness anyone ashamed of good intentions which 
have fallen short, and assure those searching for purpose that their eternal identity as your dear children is 
sealed. 
C: Thank you for the power of baptism working in our lives, and for the certainty of its 
promises through the resurrection. Enrich us with everything we need for life and 
godliness. 
 
P: O Lord of life, you have done mighty things for us! We pray through him who is the Beginning and the 
End, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C: His name is above every name, to the glory of God the Father! Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 



Hymn: CWS 719       “Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia” 

 

 



BENEDICTION   

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.  

 
 
CLOSING HYMN: CW 152 (vs. 5-8)                        “I Know My Redeemer Lives” 

 

 
 
Postlude Music: “Thine Is The Glory” by George Frederick Handel  

 
Officiants 

Accompanist:  Dottie Bober 
 Liturgist & Preacher:  Pastor Greg Sitzman  

*ALL CHURCH SERVICE AND MUSIC ITEMS ARE PRINTED UNDER ONE LICENSE – A-717618. 



Easter Lilies in Memory of … 
 

Loved ones from Carol Eshelman and Family  
Loved ones from Ken and Gail Heusman  
Loved ones from Bari and Wendy Waltz 
Robert Collins from Joyce Collins 
Larry Markey from Mel and Dawn White 
Gary Nied from Beth and family 
Ladonna Petit from Tracy and Trudy Petit 
William Vitale from Russ and Mona Vitale 
Charles Duby, Paula’s Father from Mark and Paula Kipf 
Larry Miller and Tim Miller from Annette Miller and Family 
Kenneth & Margaret Pitcher from Carol Pitcher 
Our brother-in-law Jim Pritchett from Ray and Brenda Chandonnet 
Dannie Mae Younglove and all who have passed from Lee A. Younglove  
Arvin Schneck and David Holsen from Bryan and Deanna Schneck 
Lyle and Kevin Kull, Kristie Fultz, and Billie DuVall from Maxine Kull 
Frank & Evelyn Tomczak and Roger & Della Premo from Frank and Kris Tomczak 
Rita Raasch, Mr. & Mrs. Harry Raasch, and Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Bechberger 

 from Howard Raasch 
Ernest & Margaret Howerton, Urban & Mary Jane Trowbridge  

from Robert and Joyce Trowbridge 
 

Easter Lilies for Blessings Received … 
 

For Blessing received from Alan and Dottie Bober 
For Blessing received from Crawford Family 
For Blessing received from Nolan Family 
For Blessing received from Larry and Deb Sachs 
Blessings of family from Marvin and Jean Baumann 
Blessings Received from Zion Church and School Staff from Jim and Kathy Vanisacker 
Blessings Received from Family & Friends in memory of Jim Pritchett from Sally Pritchett 

 
Thank you for decorating our church for Easter  

by remembering our loved ones and for the many blessings we receive.   
Plants may be taken following the 9:00 a.m. Easter service. 

  

Have A Blessed Easter! 
 
 
 
 
 



Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Pastor Greg Sitzman: 734-309-7877; gsitzman@zionmonroe.org 

Principal:  Bryan Schneck:  907-331-7761; bschneck@zionmonroe.org 

CALL UPDATE—Zion extended a call to Pastor Frank Italiano Jr.  Please keep Zion and him in your 
prayers as he deliberates the call. 
 

EASTER BREAKFAST:  Please come join us for an Easter breakfast provided by the Church Council after our 
Easter service on March 31st! It's a wonderful way to celebrate and enjoy fellowship with your church 
family. For planning, there’s a sign-up sheet in the West Foyer. We look forward to sharing this special 
morning with you! 
 
THANK YOU:  Friends in Faith is happy to extend a huge thank you to everyone who contributed baked good 
items or bought baked good items at their recent Bake Sale.  This year the bake sale made $980 towards the 
card ministry.  If you were wondering, what is the card ministry? Here’s the answer, Friends in Faith sends 
cards to not only our shut-ins, but also to many other people. For instance, if you are sick or in the hospital, if 
you have had a baby, if you have had a death in your family, or have had any other special occasion happen in 
your life, they’ll send a card to you to encourage and uplift.  Thanks again to everyone for helping with this 
ministry. 
 
DEAR LADIES OF ZION, 
  We have 3 ladies groups here at Zion and even if you didn’t know it, you’re a  

member of 1 of these groups!  What do you do in your group? We do a major spring  
cleaning in the church and the school kitchen once a year.  If possible, we would like to  

 have it all completed by Confirmation which is Sunday, May 12th.  Your Group  
 leaders are as follows: 
   Group #1:  Brenda Chandonnet (734) 915-5477 
    Front of church, Sacristy, Balcony & Flowers 
   Group #2:  Sherry Fuerstenberg (734) 755-7273 
    East Foyer, Pews, Narthex, Church proper 
   Group #3:  Linda Johnson (734) 735-0090 
            Sue Moore (734) 735- 7380 
    Mother’s Room, West Foyer, Kitchen & Pantry 
  We believe we have all the ladies from the Congregation in one of these groups.   
 Hopefully, you’ll hear from your leader soon!  Men, please feel free to come and help.   

Sorry for the late notice. 
 Also, 2 years ago the funeral dinner list had been revised from three groups to one large 
group.  Sherry Fuerstenberg will head the funeral dinners and Kathy Wozniak will contact you to 
see if you are available for set-up, serving, clean-up or making a dessert on a rotating basis. 
 Thank you to all who have helped in the past, continues to help and we pray we can  
continue to serve our Congregation faithfully together. 
 “Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful  
stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.”  1 Peter 4:10 
     Sincerely, 
      Sherry Fuerstenberg 

 

 



HELPING OUR CHURCH FAMILY: Friends in Faith has a “Zion’s Meal Train” program. The “Zion Meal 
Train” is a program that assists members of the Congregation with meals for situations such as 
surgeries/recovery, unexpected hospital stays, loss, birth of a child, etc. The meal train is open to all male 
and female members of the Congregation interested in providing meals for fellow members in need. We 
will be utilizing the official Meal Train website (www.MealTrain.com) to stay organized. When many 
friends provide support through a meal it means you may only have to volunteer once in a while to make a 
meal.  The Meal Train program keeps schedules, as well as provides locations and dietary restrictions. If 
you are interested in volunteering to prepare an occasional meal as needed, please sign up in the west 
foyer or contact Melissa Freiny at 734-652-1638.  Thank you in advance for considering to use your time 
and talents to support our church family. 
 
 
ZION RUMMAGE SALE IS COMING: Mark your calendars for the upcoming Rummage Sale on Friday, May 
31 & Saturday, June 1.  The proceeds from the sale are going to replace the yellow curtains on the stage in the 
gymnasium.  Lots of helping hands make the work a lot easier.   Please see the West foyer for sign-up sheets 
for the different times that we need volunteers.  There is a separate sign-up sheet for students who would like 
to get some extra volunteer hours in before school releases for this year. Thank you for any assistance you can 
give. 
 
 
Coming up at Zion …. 

 
Thursday 7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday Worship Service 
Friday 7:45 a.m.  Warrior Oasis Café  
  1:00 p.m. Good Friday Worship Service 
  7:00 p.m. Good Friday Worship Service 
Sunday 9:00 a.m.  Easter Sunday Worship Service  

10:30 a.m. Easter Breakfast 
                   NO Sunday School, Youth Group, and Adult Bible Class 

Mon-Fri NO School 
Tuesday NO Adult Bible Class 
  5:00 p.m.  Trustees Meeting 
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.  Worship Service  
Thurs.-Fri. Office Closed 
Friday Noon-6:30 p.m. Red Cross Blood Drive 
Sunday 9:00 a.m.  Worship Service  
  10:30 a.m. Sunday School, Youth Group, and Adult Bible Class   

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

March Volunteers 
 

  Feb. 28 & March 3 March 6 & 10 March 13 & 17 March 20 & 24 March 28, 29 & 31 

Altar Guild   Liz Seibert & 
Deanna Schneck 

  

Live Stream 
Helpers 

 
Miller Sordahl 

 
William Robinson 

 
Erich Freiny 

 
Rob Krueger 

March 28 
Miller Sordahl 

March 29  
Steve Sordahl 

March 31  
Ryan Roth 

 

Ushers Feb. 28 
Mark Kipf 

Keith McBee 
Joe Schmeling 

Russ Vitale 
 

March 3 
Ray Chandonnet 

Erich Freiny  
Rob Krueger 
Zach Turner 

 

March 6 
Ray Chandonnet 

Erich Freiny  
Rob Krueger 
Zach Turner 

 
March 10 

Tony Affholter 
Jeff Douglas 

Mark Fuerstenberg 
Ray Palmatier 

 

March 13 
Tony Affholter 

Jeff Douglas 
Mark Fuerstenberg 

Ray Palmatier 
 

March 17 
Dave Benge 
Alan Bober 

Matthew Hill  
Joe Koch  

Jeremy Robinson 
Jacob Robinson 

William Robinson 
 

March 20 
Dave Benge 
Alan Bober 

Mathew Hill  
Joe Koch  

Jeremy Robinson 
Jacob Robinson 

William Robinson 
 

March 24 
Jake Burke 

Rich Heusman 
Jeff Heusman 

Juergen Koenig 
Matt McCormick 
Zach McCormick 

 

March 28 
Mark Kipf 

Keith McBee 
Joe Schmeling 

Russ Vitale 
 
March 29 1:00 p.m. 

Mark Kipf 
Keith McBee 
Joe Schmeling 

Russ Vitale 
 

March 29 7:00 p.m. 
Ray Chandonnet 

Erich Freiny  
Rob Krueger 
Zach Turner 

 
March 31 

Ray Chandonnet 
Erich Freiny  
Rob Krueger 
Zach Turner 

 

Communion 
Helpers 

Feb. 28 
Ken Vagt 

 
March 3 

Jeff Heusman 
Jake Burke  

 

 March 13 
Ken Vagt 

 
Feb. 18 

Mark Kipf 
Erich Freiny 

 March 28 
 @ 7:00 p.m. 

Jeremy Robinson 
Rob Krueger 

 



 
 


