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   Psalm 107:1-3 
  
         1      Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;  
         his love endures forever.  
  
         2      Let the redeemed of the LORD say this—  
         those he redeemed from the hand of the foe,  
  
         3      those he gathered from the lands,  
         from east and west, from north and south. 
  
  When you think of "Thanksgiving," there are probably some 
things that pop into your head.  Maybe a house filled with the smells 
of a nice turkey dinner with mashed potatoes and stuffing and cran-
berries and pumpkin pie.  Maybe your thought of "Thanksgiving" is 
never complete without spending time outdoors with a game of 
football played with family and friends, or a local "turkey-trot." 
 But you know that none of these are the heart and core of 
Thanksgiving. The reason we celebrate Thanksgiving is right in the 
name. So what will you give thanks for this year? Many people cele-
brate Thanksgiving by looking back to their life and how God has 
blessed them. Most everybody would be hard pressed to run out of 
things for which to thank God.  
 Many look back to relatively recent history and the  
beginning of this nation in which the ability to preach the pure  
Gospel and worship as one sees fit has  
been enshrined in the law. This is  
something to truly be thankful for. 
 Thanksgiving is a time to give thanks  
to God for all the gifts he has showered  
upon us; the food that sustains us, the time  
for rest and for play.  But in all the things  
we have to give thanks for, don't lose sight  
of the most important gift he has given us.   
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From the Pastors 



Communion is  

offered regularly on the 

1st and 3rd Sundays of 

each month, and the   

Wednesday that  

precedes that Sunday.    

Both Individual and 

Common Cup will be 

available at the  

Sunday Communion  

Services. Individual Cup 

will be available at the 

Wednesday  

Communion Services. 
 

 
Wed., Nov. 2 & 16 
Sun., Nov. 6 & 20 

 

C O M M U N I O N  
S C H E D U L E  

W E L L S P R I N G  
 Zion conducts  

worship services at The 

Wellspring  

Lutheran Home on the 3rd 

and 4th  Wednesday of each 

month.   

Services begin at  

10 a.m.  The  

Wellspring  

Lutheran Home is located 

at 1236 S. Monroe St. 

 
November Schedule: 

Due to Phase 4  

COVID-19, 

NO SERVICES 
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Psalm 107 helps to remind us.  It encourages the redeemed of the 
Lord which he gathers from all corners of the earth to give thanks to 
God. Who are the redeemed? That is you and me. God has redeemed 
us.  We were all poor, wretched sinners not deserving of any good 
thing, let alone the gift of forgiveness of every one of our trespass-
es.  But God bought us back with the most precious substance this 
earth has ever seen: God's own blood.  He did it because of his ever-
enduring love for us: a love that can't be cancelled out, a love that 
can't be exhausted. A love whose object is you.   
 When someone gives a gift, we learn from childhood to say 
thank you.  This is what the Psalmist is encouraging us to do.  Those 
who are redeemed, who have been brought into God's family from all 
walks of life by his Word,  Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 
his love endures forever.  
 

   A F T E R N O O N  
W O R S H I P  

Please join us for an 
afternoon worship  

service on the second 
Tuesday of each month.  

Individual cup  
communion will be 

served. 
Tuesday, Nov. 8 

1:30 p.m. 

THANKSGIVING WORSHIP 
7 p.m., Wednesday, November 24 
9 a.m., Thursday, November 25  



E DUCATIONA L  O PPORTUNI TIES  
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SUNDAY SCHOOL, BIBLE CLASSES AND YOUTH GROUP  -  All classes are sched-

uled to begin on Sundays at 10:15 a.m.  Look for Adult Bible Class in the church 

basement.  Look for Sunday School in the gym.  Look for Youth Group in the teen 

room in the church basement.  All classes will run an hour after they start.  Adult 

Bible Class will study the book of Matthew, and Sunday School will study a differ-

ent person from the Bible each month. 

Tuesday morning Bible Class started on Sept. 13.  We are studying the book 

of Matthew.  The instructor is Bari Waltz.  The class will meet in the  

Mother’s Room from 10-11 a.m. every Tuesday unless otherwise announced.  

 

LUTHERAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL — Zion started a school in 1858.  Currently 

we teach students from Preschool through 8th grade.  Our staff of five teachers 

are both certified and experienced to provide instructions in all academic areas, 

but especially in God’s Word.  They are: 

 

Deanna Schneck — Preschool  

Stacey Sordahl—Kindergarten 

Michelle Roth — Grades 1 & 2 

Ryan Roth — Grades 3 & 4 

Bryan Schneck — Grades 5, 6, 7, & 8 and Principal  

 
 



F OR  Y OUR  I NFORMATION  
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BOOK FAIR: Zion School is hosting a book fair using Lowry Books, a Michigan based company, on 
Sunday, Oct. 30th through Friday, November 4th.  It will have grown-up books through preschool 
age books.  It will be open after service on Sunday and also after Bible classes.   
 
ADULT CHOIR:  We have an adult choir that has started practicing.  They meet on Sundays after Bi-
ble Study.  If you are not able to meet at that time please contact Bryan Schneck about meeting at 
another time. His phone number is 907-331-7761. 

TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE  - We are forming a new Technology Committee to help with upgrades 
to our existing systems.  If you would be interested in joining please contact Jeremy Robinson.  You 
can contact him at 734-586-2688. 

WINTER CLOTHING EXCHANGE Do you have any good condition kids’ or adults’ winter gear that 
you no longer need or that your family has outgrown, or do you or a family member need winter 
gear? From October 17 th to November 4 th we will be collecting and sharing gently used winter 
clothing. You can either donate winter coats, snow pants, snow suits, boots or other winter gear 
that you no longer need, or if you or your child needs a new coat or other item, you can trade-up 
to a new size or get something you need for free. Nothing to trade? You may still help yourself to 
anything you need. If you know a family that needs winter gear, invite them to come and take a 
look. Please use the basket for hats, gloves, scarves and mittens. This is a great opportunity for our 
school and church families to help each other out, as well as assisting others in our community who 
have a need. Please leave any donations on the ministry table next to the pastor’s office starting on 
Monday, October 17 th. Items will be available until November 4 th, after which any leftover items 
will be donated to children’s and families’ charities in Monroe. 

 
ZION REMEMBRANCE/MEMORIAL SERVICE — We hope you can join us for our annual Remem-
brance/Memorial Service on Wednesday, November 9th at 7 p.m. and Sunday, November 13th at 
9:00 a.m.  At these services, we will remember the following members who went to heaven during 
the past year (November, 2021 to October, 2022):  

   James Henry   Carol Langton    

   Lyle Kull    Shirley Soltman  

   Tim Miller    Bill Salow 

   Floyd Lajiness   Helen Henegar 
 

 
 
 



CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS — We will again be decorating the church for Christmas with poinset-
tia plants “in memory of ” or “for blessings received” from members and friends of our congregation.  
Your response has been overwhelming in the past.  This year’s suggested donation is $11.00 per 
plant.  There are envelopes in the west foyer for your donations.  Please complete the outside of 
the envelope and place it, along with your donation inside, in the church/school office.   
Deadline to order is Sunday, November 27th.  A list of memorials/blessings will be in the 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day bulletins.  Please call the office @ 242-1378 if you have any 
questions.  
 
ZION CEA CHRISTMAS FUNDRAISER:  Zion CEA is planning on doing a fundraiser similar to the 
Mum fundraiser we had earlier this year.   This time we are going to have Decorated Wreaths, Un-
decorated Wreaths, Porch Pots and Decorated Wreath with an Easel.  The wreaths will have a 12 
inch ring but the actual diameter will be 20-24 inches.  Further information with costs and due 
dates will be available in Sunday, November 6th bulletin.  Here is an example of what they will 
look like: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CHRISTMAS FOR KIDS:  SATURDAY, DEC. 3RD 1-4:00 P.M. 
Christian fellowship and fun!  

Drop your kids off for an afternoon of Christmas-themed fun - similar to a day of Vacation 

Bible school - while you head out to get some Christmas shopping completed!  

 
DECORATING THE CHURCH:  We are planning on decorating the church for the celebration of 
Christmas a date will be announced soon.  The more hands available the quicker the work will get 
done.  Everyone is welcome to come and help.  Thank you in advance for using your talents to 
help beautify out sanctuary and church for this blessed season. 
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ADVENT  TEA HOSTESSES NEEDED —Plans are in the works for a Advent Tea on Monday, 

November 28th @ 6:00 p.m.  Hostesses are needed.  There is not much work involved 

and is a wonderful fellowship opportunity.  Please contact Ruth Peters @ 242-4961 or Ken Vagt 

@ (734) 915-1873 if you have any questions or would like to volunteer to be a hostess.  More de-

tails will follow in upcoming church bulletins. 

F OR  Y OUR  I NFORMATION  ( CONT . )  



THE BOARD OF SERVICE AND FELLOWSHIP is planning to hold a marriage retreat in March 17-19, 
2023.  WELS Pastor Randy Hunter will lead the discussions.  We would start on Friday evening and run 
through Sunday at noon.  A worship service will be conducted on Sunday morning.  We need to get an 
approximate number of persons who would attend.  If you sign up, it does not mean you are locked into 
attending.  We are trying to make the best arrangements for rooms and meeting rooms.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Ken Vagt (734) 915-1873. 

 

 

NEWS FROM HURON VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL: 
HVL recently completed a feasibility study for adding a middle school (grades 6-8), onto our campus 
with the goal of opening in August of 2023.  At our last conference of congregations meeting, the dele-
gates voted to move forward with planning to make this goal a reality.  We are currently putting together 
plans for all of the details as to what a middle school on our campus will look like: curriculum and pro-
grams, co-curriculars and activities, budget and tuition, facilities improvements, schedules, timeline, 
marketing and recruitment, naming and branding, constitution revision, harvest strategies, impact to 
our association congregations and schools and more.  We will have a special conference of congregations 
meeting on Sunday, December 4, at 2pm in the HVL chapel to share information and updates on all of 
the above areas as well as to request calling for a middle school teacher.  If you would be interested in 
helping us with any of the planning regarding any component listed above, or if you have questions 
about the middle school plans in general, please reach out to Matt Foley at mfoley@hvlhs.org. 
 
HVL Wreath & Poinsettia Sale 
The HVL boosters will once again be sponsoring a wreath & poinsettia sale.  All orders will be delivered 
to HVL at the beginning of December.  Boosters will receive approximately $10 from every purchase. 
To purchase or for more information, go to our website at www.hvlhs.org. 
 
Fall Band Concert 
HVL will host a fall band concert on Sunday, November 20th at 3pm.  The concert will include mem-
bers of the HVL band along with band members from some of our elementary schools.  Everyone is in-
vited to attend.  
 
HVL Giving Tuesday, November 29 
All friends and supporters of HVL are invited to participate in a special day of giving!  Our goal is to 
raise $50,000 in this campaign to support the ongoing ministry at HVL of “Preparing Students for Life”. 
To participate in this special event, go to our website between November 7 and November 29, at 
www.HVLHS.org and click on the “Supporters” link on the top menu.  Thank you for all your support! 
 
. 
 

NOVEMBER, 2022 MESSENGER ~ PAGE 6 

F OR  Y OUR  I NFORMATION  ( CONT . )  

http://www.hvlhs.org


HVL Craft & Vendor Show, December 3, 2022 
Come and get all your Christmas shopping done at our 14th Annual Holiday Expo. Enjoy Festive Music 
from HVL students while shopping from many different crafters and vendors. All proceeds from admis-
sion and the bake sale go directly to helping the students at Huron Valley Lutheran High School. We are 
currently accepting applications for crafters and vendors!   Check out our website for more information 
 
 
 
 
NEWS FROM MICHIGAN LUTHERAN SEMINARY: 

MLS JR. POMS FALL CLINIC:  The MLS Jr. Cardinal Poms Fall Clinic is scheduled for 

October 9, 2022! The clinic is for girls from K-5th grade in a WELS/ELS church or school. Visit 

www.mlsem.org/jrpoms to register.  Time: 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. (Registration 1:30 p.m.) 

Registration Fee: $35  Each participant will receive: T-Shirt*, Hairbow or Set of poms, Light 

Snack.  There will be a joint performance with the MLS poms team at halftime of the MLS varsity 

football game on Friday night, October 14.  Deadline to register is September 25 at mid-

night.  * Because of supply chain issues if you miss the deadline we will not be able to get you a shirt. 

MLS OPEN HOUSE:  Michigan Lutheran Seminary invites all 5th-8th grade students and 

their families to spend part of a day on campus learning about MLS at one of our Open House 

events. There will be several open houses throughout the school year. All open houses will in-

clude a tour of campus, faculty introductions, a free meal in the dining hall, and free admission to 

an MLS event. 

 Nov 20 (4:00-6:00) - Fall Play performance @ 2:30 (Open House after show) 

 Feb 10 (1:30-5:30) - Varsity basketball games vs. Nouvel 

 Mar 11 (4:00-6:00) - Children's Theater performances @ 2:00 and 7:00 (Open House be-

tween shows) 

 May 5 (4:00-6:00) - Varsity baseball/softball games vs. Bullock Creek 

Get your questions answered as you and your 6th-8th grade students meet faculty and students, 

attend mini-classes, and hear personal experiences from other MLS parents. Between tours and 

break-out sessions, you’ll find out everything that makes MLS an incredibly special place for stu-

dents and their families. Visit www.mlsem.org to register. 

NOVEMBER, 2022 MESSENGER ~ PAGE 7 

F OR  Y OUR  I NFORMATION  ( CONT . )  

http://www.mlsem.org/jrpoms
http://www.mlsem.org


 

NOVEMBER, 2022 MESSENGER ~ PAGE 8 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DEADLINE TO HAVE DONATIONS 

@ ZION—FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 4 
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ALL ITEMS SHOULD BE AT A DROP-OFF LOCATION BY FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 4 



TRUNK—O—TREAT  THANK YOU – Thanks to Katie Barker and Jamie Clements and all those 
who helped with the CEA Trunk-O-Treat this year.  We thank everyone who came to participate 
in this new tradition.   
 
 

 
In memory of Helen Henegar 

(all  memorials are going towards the  
Zion Member Tuition Fund) 

 
Geoff Harrington   Julia Randazzo 

Mike & Pam Cousino  Mary Lou Gautz 
Dick & Eileen Hutchison      Howard & Rita Raasch 

Juergan & Lorrie Koenig             Barb Dahl   
Joe & Ruth Anne Elmer 
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T HANK  Y OU !  

M EMO RIALS  



Principal’s Report – November Zion Newsletter 

 
 
 
 

We are already at the end of our first quarter at Zion Lutheran School and will be into parent-

teacher meetings and our second quarter in November. What a blessing it is to be able to partner with 

parents in the education of their children. As we continue with the theme “We Are God’s Masterpiece” 

our students are encouraged to consider how they can use their gifts and good works to give God glory 

and serve their neighbor. The students are grouped together in multi-grade “color teams”, and periodical-

ly do special mixed group activities where students from different levels can work together on a project. 

The teams have also been sitting together as chapel buddies to worship together, get to know one anoth-

er, and encourage each other. It is wonderful to see the patience and care the older students have for the 

younger ones, and how they all work together as a school family. 

The Christian Education Association (CEA) of Zion provided a great opportunity for fun and fel-

lowship this last month with a Mother-Son Archery Day on October 16th and our Trunk or Treat on Octo-

ber 29th. We thank the coordinators and many volunteers for making it possible. Other future activities 

are being planned by our CEA for this school year, including a Daddy-Daughter Dance in December, and 

a Pinewood Derby in January.  Spring 2023 is also the time for our Biennial CEA Auction, and more in-

formation about the auction will be shared in the coming months.  CEA is also helping the school pur-

chase new basketball uniforms and cheerleading uniforms for this season. Our CEA mum sale was a great 

success, and CEA is now working on plans for a Christmas wreath sale to benefit the Zion Tuition Assis-

tance Fund. We thank the CEA for their work for our school and dedication to our students and school 

family. Are you interested in joining CEA? You don’t have to be a parent to be involved. Their next meet-

ing will be held Monday, November 29th at 3:00 p.m. Please join us! 

 The girls just finished an exciting and successful volleyball season. We thank Stacey Sordahl, Dean-

na Schneck, and Michelle Roth for serving as our coaches, and congratulate the team for their efforts this 

season. We will be taking a break from school sports until December, when our co-ed basketball teams 

will start practicing, with games starting in January. 

 As we typically do this time of year, we are holding a Winter Clothing Drive until November 4th. If 

you have winter clothing that is going unused, please donate it to our drive table in the hallway by the 

pastors’ offices. If you need any winter items, please help yourself! 

We continue to be excited about both the challenges and opportunities that are before and we 

have a lot to be thankful for! We know that God has great plans for his people, including Zion congrega-

tion and the families of Zion Lutheran School. Please continue to pray for your school ministry and the 

people who serve it and are served by it.  

In Christ’s Service and Yours, 

Principal Schneck 
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There were nine members present. 
The meeting was called to order at 7:01 PM by Steve Sordahl 

I. The meeting was opened with a devotion by Pastor Sitzman 

 A. God’s Care – Psalm 121 

II. M/S/C to approve the council minutes from Sep 15, 2022. (Kipf, Krueger) 

 A. Add Mel White to present/absent 

III. M/S/C to approve the submitted Pastoral Report for Thursday, Oct 20, 2022 (Krueger, Grubb) 

a. Service and Fellowship experience went well, next one in JAN 

b. Estate planning meeting was successful 

c. Security system is being installed 

d. Hole discovered in the Narthex, add to BoTrustees list 

e. Open Forum on Sunday 23-OCT after 9 AM service 

f. Quarterly Voters meeting 30-OCT 11:30AM 

IV. M/S/C to approve the printed Principal Report (Grubb, Kipf) 

a. Enrollment back to 85 

b. Mr. Schneck took Tuesday 18-OCT as an administration day and classroom visitation time 

c. Mr. Schneck will miss 20-OCT council meeting 

d. Enis  child care facility is looking to use the gym for a holiday party.  Schneck and Freiny are happy to support 

V.Board Reports 
 A.  Board of Ed 
       i. No report 
 B. M/S/C to accept BoElders report from Oct 4 and Statistical report from 3Q2022 (Grubb, Kipf) 
                    i. BoEld met on 4-OCT 
                    Ii.  WELS Leadership Conference 16-18 JAN 
                    Iii. Alan Bober to discuss hearing assistance for hearing impaired with Chairman Sordahl 
                    Iv. Discussed Pastor Salaries and called worker housing equity 
 C. M/S/C to accept Board of Outreach verbal report by Jeff Heusman (Kipf, Vagt) 
                    i. Church and School info table at the Trunk or Treat 
                    Ii. Christmas for Kids on 3-DEC in the afternoon after church decorating 
                    Iii. Christmas parade is usually end of Nov, Pastor Sitzman to research additional details 
                    Iv. Rob Krueger volunteer to tow the trailer if needed 
 D. M/S/C to accept Board of Service & Fellowship verbal Report from Ken Vagt (Kipf, Grubb) 
                    i.Marian Yoas service and fellowship session was very successful 
                    Ii. Chili and Soup cookoff does not have many signed up, Pastor Sitzman was asked to make an an-

nouncement after Sunday service 
                    Iii. Couples retreat quotes are coming back more expensive than expected, perhaps Service and Fel-

lowship will consider supplementing some of the cost 
                     Iv. Brenda Chandonnet has asked for dates on when church Christmas decorating will happen… 

NEED VOLUNTEERS 
 E. M/S/C to accept the Board of Stewardship submitted report (Kipf, Sitzman) 
                    i. Christian Estate Planning Seminar took place on 25-SEP, and was well received 
 F. Board of Trustees 
                    i. No Report 
VI. M/S/C to accept the Treasurer's Report: Balance Sheet Sep 30, 2022, P&L Comparison for JAN - SEP 2022, 
P&L comparison YTD September 2022, and Capital Campaign detail, as printed and submitted, and included in 
the handout packet (Grubb, Vagt) 

a. Tuition is front-loaded in Sep, so larger than normal 

b. YTD loss of $4k, which is not bad, but a little worse than where we were last year 

c. Overall budget utilization through SEP is at 72%, indicating that the overall budget is on track 



C OUNCIL  M EETING  H IGHLIGHTS  ( CONT . )  
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VII. M/S/C to accept the Financial Secretary’s report which is submitted for the month of September 2022 and included in the 
handout packet. (Vagt, Grubb) 

a. Numbers balance 

b. New business will handle some administrative clearing of accounts 

 
VIII. MSC to accept Committee Reports – 

a. Financial Staff Committee – no report 

b. Budget Committee – proposed budget will be presented in New Business 

c. M/S/C (Sitzman, Kipf) Nominating Committee – verbal report 

        i. All openings have an accepted nomination 

d. Security Committee – No Report 

e. Audit Committee – No report 

f. Technology Committee – Jeremy Robinson will restart this committee 

g. Cottage Committee – No Report 

h. Bell Committee – No report 

i. Church Furniture – No report 

 
IX. Unfinished Business 

a. TENETS of Leadership (The Doxology) 

 
X. New Business 

a. M/S/FAIL to hold Children’s Christmas service on 21-DEC at 7PM (Kipf, Vagt) 

b. M/S/C to hold a Children’s Christmas service on 21-DEC at 6:30PM (Vagt, Grubb) 

c. M/S/C to allow Ennis Center and Adoption center to host a holiday party in our gymnasium.  We would not charge rent.  The 

organization would be allowed to host Santa Claus but we would require that Pastor Sitzman conduct a devotion/bible story. (Husby, 
Heusman) 

d. M/S/C to move $103.22 from 9502 Altar Guild to a combined (9509 & 9510) FPT account to support flower purchases 

(Grubb, Krueger) 

e. M/S/C to move $420 from Synod Fees (9557) to General Fund (Husby, Grubb) 

f. M/S/FAIL to approve the 2023 Budget as submitted with a 2% increase to salaries which equates to a total budget of $734,764 

an $18,500 increase from 2022 budget (Krueger, Heusman) 

g. M/S/C to approve the 2023 Budget as submitted with a 3% increase to salaries which equates to a total budget of $738,338 an 

$22,100 increase from 2022 budget (Husby, Kipf) 
 
XI. With no other business needing attention, M/S/C to adjourn with the Lord’s Prayer at 9:29 PM (Robinson, Grubb) 
 A. Next council meeting will occur on NOV 17, 2022 7PM 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Ben Husby 
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There were 15 Voters present. 
 

I. The meeting was called to order at 12:01 PM. 

 A. The meeting opened with a devotion by Pastor Sitzman 
 

II. Membership changes: 

 A. no membership changes 
 

III. M/S/C to approve the minutes from the July 31, 2022 Voters Meeting as printed and distributed. 

(Krueger, Freiny) 

a. Item IV includes motion and support from Jeff and Ken Heusman, however they were not in attendance.  

Should be Rich Heusman and Mark Kipf 

 
IV. M/S/C to approve the 2022 Q4 Pastors’ Report (Aug, Sep, Oct 2022) as printed and distributed. (Krueger, 
K Heusman) 

a. Pastor Fager of St. Paul’s Monroe has returned his call that he received in August 

b. Nominating committee has met and nominated many members for open positions 

c. Budget committee is complete 

 

V. M/S/C to approve the Aug, Sep, & Oct 2022 Principal’s Report as printed and distributed. (Freiny, Krue-

ger) 

a. Enrollment is 85 

b. No pending applications 

c. Open spots available in PM preK 

d. Father/Daughter dance Dec 10 

e. Auction in March 2023 

f. CEA Treasurer’s report was submitted and reviewed 

 

VI. Board Reports 

 A. M/S/C to approve the Board of Education Report as printed and distributed.  
   (Krueger, J. Heusman) 
                    i. Q1 is complete 
                    Ii. 4 delinquent school family accounts 
                    Iii. 1 family has returned to Zion and squared their previous balance with a payment plan 
                    Iv. next step for delinquent families will be to decide whether or not to pursue legal action in  
 November 
                    V. 5% tuition increase is expected for 23-24 school year 
                    Vi. Mum sale raised over $2600 
                    Vii. CEA donated $3000 to tuition assistance fund 
                    Viii. classroom allocation seems to be going as expected 

 
 B. M/S/C to approve the Board of Elders 2022Q3 and statistical report including statistical reports 
 from Jul, Aug, and Sep as printed and distributed. (Bober, Krueger) 
 
 C.  Board of Outreach – verbal report (Krueger, Schneck) 
                     i. Youth Group met in August, no Sep meeting 
                     Ii. Pastor Sitzman is working on Kid’s service in December 
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 D.  Board of Service and Fellowship – NO REPORT 
                     i. Fellowship Experiences are going well 
                    Ii. Chili cook-off had 40-50 people 
                    Iii. Advent Tea 
                     Iv. Marriage Retreat coming up 

 
 E.  M/S/C to approve the Board of Stewardship report as distributed – (Freiny,Bober) 
                    i. Estate planning seminar went well 
                   Ii. Capital Campaign planning in process 

 
 F. Board of  Trustees – NO REPORT 
                   i. security system was installed 
                  Ii. Bathrooms are being quoted, looking for good quotes for Jan meeting 
                  Iii. Other items like generators are coming 
                  Iv. Electrical work is taking longer than expected 

 
VII. M/S/C to accept the Treasurer’s Report through SEP 30, 2022 presented by Jeremy Robinson. (Vitale, K. Heusman) 

a. Reviewed “Expenses v. Budget” Report.  we are at 72% usage of our budget through 3Q;s of the year 

b. Capital Campaign Income & Withdrawals report review.  Ending balance includes $$ that is already committed to various capital 

projects 

c. Balance sheet review 

d. P & L Comparison review Income is up ~$25k, but expenses are up compared to this time last year. 

e. P & L YTD Comparison review.  Income for SEP includes tuition.  Down $4k for the YTD 

 
VIII. M/S/C to accept the Financial Secretary’s Report for September 2022. (Krueger, K. Heusman) 
 A. Balanced with the balance sheet 

 
IX. Committee Reports (M/S/C Krueger, Schneck) 
 A. Financial Staff – no report 
 B. Budget Committee – 2023 budget will be covered in new business 
 C. Technology Committee – Jeremy Robinson will re-start the Technology Committee  
 D. Nominating Committee – no report  
 E. Security Committee – no report 
 F. Furniture Committee - Expecting delivery in December, Pastoral office chairs 

 
X.  Unfinished Business 
 A. NONE 
 
XI. New Business 

a. RATIFY all Church Council actions from the previous period included in handout (K. Heusman, Krueger) 

b. Balance sheet as of September 30, 2022 

1. $283,401.72 unrestricted funds available for operation 
2. $342,242.45 restricted funds on-hand 
 
 

Balance Sheet Sep 30, 2021 Dec 31, 2021 Mar 31, 2022 Jun 30, 2022 Sep 30, 2022 

Unrestricted 294129.31 290694.87 285691.49 265513.32 283401.72 

Restricted 271731.72 349724.01 331655.19 334979.50 342242.45 
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Income vs Expense 
Net Operating Income YTD (1/1/22 – 9/30/2) -> $ 38,702.92 
Net Operating Income YTD (1/1/22 – 9/30/22) -> $ -4,037.18 

 
 
XII.  Elections 

A. M/S/C to close nominations for Vice Pres (Krueger, Schneck) 
B.  Jake Burke is elected to the position of Congregation Vice President 
C.  M/S/C to close nominations for Recording Secretary (Krueger, Bober) 
D.  Ray Palmatier is elected to the position of Recording Secretary 
E.  M/S/C to close nominations for Financial Secretary (Krueger, K. Heusman) 
F.  Joe Schmeling is elected to the position of Financial Secretary 2nd term 
G.  M/S/C to close nominations for BoElders Chair (Krueger, K. Heusman) 
H.  Mark Kipf is elected to the position of BoElders Chair 
I.  M/S/C to close nominations for BoEducation (Krueger, Schneck) 
J.  Erich Freiny elected to the position of BoEducation Chair 
K.  M/S/C to close nominations for Trustees Chair (Krueger, K. Heusman) 
L.  Keith McBee has been elected to Trustees Chair 
M.  Assistant Financial Secretary position remains open, please consider declaring or nominating a person to fill this 

position 
N.  M/S/C to destroy the ballots (Husby, Krueger) 
O.  M/S/C to thank our outgoing board members (Husby, Ulrich) 

i.  Thank you will be added to the bulletin next week 
Ii. Thanks to the following: 

1.  VP Jeff Grubb 
2.  Recording Secretary Husby 
3.  Trustees Chairs Kohlers (Corey and Kevin) 

 
XIII. 2023 Annual Budget 

a. M/S/C to change line item 5540 Internet from $3848 to $4616 (Sitzman, Roth) 

b. M/S/C to change line item 4320 Security from $941.76 to $1920 (K. Heusman, Bober) 

c. line item Mission Subscription is $41,158 

d. M/S/C to change the daily rate in line item 1230 from $97 to $109 per day to match Synod Recommendation (Vitale, Schneck).  

 This only impacts the rate, not the budgetary line item. 

e. M/S/C to approve the compensatory items in the budget  (Husby, Vitale) Pastors, Roth, Schneck, and Steve Sordahl recused 

 themselves for that discussion 

f. M/S/C to approve the budget as amended for $740,564.54 (Krueger, Vitale) 

 
XIV.  M/S/C With no further business needing attention, adjourn at 2:05 PM (Husby, J. Heusman) 

 
XV.  Incoming Board Installations will be at the late service on January 8, 2023 (9 AM) 

 
XVI. Next Voters meeting will be January 29, 2023 12 PM 

 
XVII.  Close with reading from John and prayer by Pastor Ulrich 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Ben Husby 



NOVEMBER HIGHLIGHTS 
  

 Sun.-Fri., Oct. 30-Nov.4 Book Fair at Zion School 
 Tues., Nov. 1   10:00 a.m. Bible Class 
     7:00 p.m. Board of Elders 
 Wed., Nov. 2    7:00 p.m.  Worship Service (IC/CC) 

Sun., Nov. 6   9:00 a.m.  Worship Service (IC/CC)  

    10:15 a.m. Sunday School, Adult Bible Class, Youth Group 

Mon., Nov. 7   9:45 a.m. Pastor’s Circuit Meeting @ St. Stephen, Adrian 

    7:00 p.m. Board of Education  

 Tues., Nov. 8   10:00 a.m. Bible Class 
     1:30 p.m. Worship (IC) 
 Wed., Nov. 9   7:00 p.m. Remembrance Worship Service  

Sun., Nov. 13   9:00 a.m. Remembrance Worship Service  

     10:15 a.m. Sunday School, Adult Bible Class, Youth Group  
 Tues., Nov. 15  10:00 a.m. Bible Class 
 Wed., Nov. 16  7:00 p.m. Worship Service (IC/CC) 
 Thurs., Nov. 17  7:00 p.m. Church Council  

Sun., Nov. 20   9:00 a.m. Worship Service (IC/CC)  

     10:15 a.m. Sunday School, Adult Bible Class, Youth Group  
 Tues., Nov. 22  10:00 a.m. Bible Class 
 Wed., Nov. 23  7:00 p.m. Thanksgiving Worship Service  
 Thurs., Nov. 24  9:00 a.m. Thanksgiving Worship  
 Sun., Nov. 27   1st Sunday Advent—9:00 a.m. Worship Service   
     10:15 a.m. Sunday School, Adult Bible Class, Youth Group  
     Noon Advent Tea Set-up 
 Mon., Nov. 28  6:00 p.m. Advent Tea 
 Tues., Nov. 29  10:00 a.m. Bible Class 
 Wed., Nov. 30  7:00 p.m. Worship Service (IC/CC) 

N OVEMB ER  V OLUNTEE RS  
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  Nov. 2 & 6 Nov. 9 & 13 Nov. 16 & 20 Nov. 24 Nov. 27 Nov. 30 & Dec. 4 
ALTAR GUILD    Liz Seibert      

LIVE STREAM 
HELPERS 

  
Zach McCormick 

  
Steve Sordahl 

  
Miller Sordahl 

  
  

  
Rob Krueger 

  
Zach McCormick 

USHERS Nov.2 & 6 
Rich Heusman 
Jeff Heusman 

Jake Burke 
Juergan Koenig 

Matt McCormick 

Nov. 9 
  
  

Nov. 13 
Russ Vitale 

Keith McBee 
Mark Kipf 

Nov. 16 & 20 
Rob Krueger 

Ray Chandonnet 
Ralph Naveaux 

Erich Freiny 

Nov. 24 
Tony Affholter 
Mark Fuersten-

berg 
Tim Fuerstenberg 

Nov. 27 
Joe Koch 

Joe Schmeling 
Dave Benge 

Nov. 30 & Dec. 4 
Jeremy Robinson 
Jacob Robinson 

William Robinson 
Alan Bober 

  

COMMUNION 

HELPERS 

Nov. 2 
Jeff Grubb 

  
Nov. 6 

Jeremy Robinson 

  Nov. 16 
Erich Freiny 

  
Nov. 20 

Alan Bober 

    Nov. 30 
Ben Husby 

  
Dec. 4 

Mark Kipf 



THE MESSENGER is printed monthly for the  

members of Zion Ev. Lutheran Church for the  

purpose of informing them of the upcoming 

events along with sharing the good news of the 

Gospel and information about our members.  It is 

also intended to help and inform those not in our 

church family. 

 
OFFICE:  734-242-1378 

FAX:  734-242-7049 
E-MAIL:  office@zionmonroe.org 
WEBSITE:  www.zionmonroe.org 

 

Pastor Ross Ulrich 
734-240-3888 

 
Pastor Greg Sitzman 

734-309-7877 
 

Principal Bryan Schneck 
907-331-7761 

 
Steve Sordahl, Church Council President 

734-658-3702 
 

Jeremy Robinson, Treasurer 
734-586-2688 

 
Mona Vitale , Organist 

734-242-8061 
 

Ross Ernest, Organist 
 

Dottie Bober, Organist 
 

Deanna Schneck, Pianist 
 

Kayla Liechty, Pianist 
 

Miller Sordahl, Pianist 
 
 

Brenda Chandonnet, Friends in Faith Contact 
734-915-5477 

 
Sherry Fuerstenberg, Ladies Serving  

Groups Contact 
734-654-3736 

 
Amy Vanisacker, Office Coordinator 

734-790-1481 

 

 

1 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his mercy endures forev-
er.2 Let the redeemed of the LORD say this, those he redeemed from the 
hand of the foe, 3 those he gathered from the lands, from the east and from 
the west, from the north and from the south. 4 They wandered in the wil-
derness, in the wasteland. They did not find the way to a city where they 
could live. 5 They were hungry and also thirsty, so their lives were drain-
ing away. 6 Then they cried out to the LORD in their distress. He delivered 
them from their troubles. 7 He led them by a straight way to come to a city 
where they could live. 8 Let them give thanks to the LORD for his mercy 
and his wonderful deeds for all people, 9 because he satisfies the desire of 
the thirsty, and he fills the desire of the hungry with good things. 10 They 
were sitting in darkness and the shadow of death, prisoners, bound in mis-
ery and chains, 11 because they had rebelled against the words of God, and 
they despised the plan of the Most High. 12 So he broke their hearts with 
hard labor. They stumbled, and there was no helper. 13 Then they cried 
out to the LORD in their distress. He saved them from their troubles. 14 He 
brought them out of darkness and the shadow of death, and he tore off 
their chains. 15 Let them give thanks to the LORD for his mercy and his 
wonderful deeds for all people, 16 because he shatters bronze doors, and he 
cuts through iron bars. 17 They became fools through their rebellious way, 
and they brought affliction on themselves by their guilt. 18 They lost their 
appetite for food, so they approached the gates of death. 19 Then they cried 
out to the LORD in their distress. He saved them from their troubles. 20 He 
sent his word and healed them. He rescued them from the pits that trapped 
them. 21 Let them give thanks to the LORD for his mercy and his wonderful 
deeds for all people, 22 so let them sacrifice thank offerings and tell about 
his works with a joyful shout. 23 They went down to the sea in ships. They 
conducted trade on many waters. 24 They saw the deeds of the LORD and 
his wonders on the deep. 25 For he spoke and stirred up a violent storm, 
which produced large waves. 26 They were raised up to the sky. They sank 
down into the depths. In their danger their courage melted. 27 They reeled 
and staggered like a drunk. All their skill disappeared. 

   Psalm 107:1-27 
  

PRESIDENT                              Steve Sordahl 

VICE-PRESIDENT                                                               Jeff Grubb 

SECRETARY                         Ben Husby 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY                                             Joe Schmeling 

ASST. FINANCIAL SECRETARY                                         VACANT 

TREASURER                                                             Jeremy Robinson 

CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF EDUCATION                       Erich Freiny 

CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF ELDERS                                    Mark Kipf 

CHAIRMAN, OUTREACH                                             Jeff Heusman  

Co-CHAIRMAN, SERVICE & FELLOWSHIP         

                                        Mark Fuerstenberg, Ken Vagt, & Mel White  

CHAIRMAN, STEWARDSHIP                                        Rob Krueger 

Co- CHAIRMAN, TRUSTEES                         Corey & Kevin Kohler 

CHURCH COUNCIL & BOARDS 
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NOVEMBER, 2022  
Z ION  EV. LUTHERAN  CHURCH  & SCHOOL  

 M ONDAY  T UESDAY  W EDNESDAY  T HURSDAY  F RIDAY  S ATURDAY  

 
 

 1 
10 a.m. Bible Class 
 
7 p.m. Board of 
Elders 
 

2 
7:00 p.m.  
Worship  
Service (IC) 

3 
 

4 
No School 

5 
 

6     Daylight Saving 
                Time ends 

9:00 a.m.  
Worship Service (IC) 
10:15 a.m. Sunday 

School, Adult Bible 

Class, Youth Group 

 
 
 

7 
9:45 a.m.  
Pastor’s Circuit 
Meeting @ St. 
Stephen, Adrian 
 
7 p.m. Board of 
Education 

8 
10 a.m. Bible Class 
 
1:30 p.m. 
Worship Service 
(IC) 
 
 

9 
7:00 p.m. 
Remembrance/
Memorial  
Worship  
Service 

10 
 

11 12 
 

13 

9:00 a.m. Remem-
brance/Memorial 
Worship Service 
10:15 a.m. Sunday 

School, Adult Bible 

Class, Youth Group 

14 
 

15 
10 a.m. Bible Class 

16 
7:00 p.m. 
Worship Service 
(IC) 
 

17 
7:00 p.m. Church 
Council 

18 
 

19 

20 

9:00 a.m.  
Worship Service (IC) 
10:15 a.m. Sunday 

School, Adult Bible 

Class, Youth Group 

 
 

21 
 

22 
10 a.m. Bible Class 
 
 

23 
7:00 p.m. 
Thanks giving  
Worship  

24 
9:00 a.m.  
Thanksgiving  
Worship 
 
No School 
Office Closed 

25 
No School 
Office Closed 

26 

27 
1st Sunday Advent 

9:00 a.m.  
Worship Service  
10:15 a.m. Sunday 

School, Adult Bible 

Class, Youth Group 

28 
6:00 p.m. 
Advent Tea 

29 

10 a.m. Bible Class 
30 

7:00 p.m. 
Worship Service 
(IC) 
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Zion School Book Fair 
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186 Cole Road 

Monroe, 

Michigan   48162 

Tel: 734.242.1378 

Fax: 734.242.7049 

E-mail:  office@zionmonroe.org 

www.zionmonroe.org 

Zion Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 

& School 

ZION EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 

186 COLE RD., MONROE, MI   48162 

Check out our website: 

www.zionmonroe.org 


