
   

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



ZION EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH, MONROE, MI 
(Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod) 

IN JESUS’ NAME WE WELCOME YOU! 
 

Ash Wednesday                                                    February 14, 2024   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
WELCOME TO ZION.  It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s 
Word will strengthen your faith and fill your heart with the peace only God can give and the joy 
we have in believing that JESUS CHRIST is our Savior from sin.  
 
Worship Focus:  Ash Wednesday is a day of repentance.  We stand before God with broken 
and contrite hearts. 
 
This is Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent.  Ash Wednesday begins the Christian’s Lenten journey with a 

reminder of our mortality and a call to repentance (Genesis 18:27; Job 42:6; Jeremiah 6:26; Matthew 

11:21). The ancient practice of imposing ashes on the foreheads of the faithful gives Ash Wednesday its 

name. The church father Tertullian (c. A.D. 160 – 215) writes of the practice as a public expression of 

repentance and of our human frailty that stands in need of Christ. The ashes remind us forcefully of our 

need for redeeming grace as they recall words from the rite for Christian burial: ‘… earth to earth, ashes to 

ashes, dust to dust…,’ words that will someday be spoken over us all. The imposition of ashes has never 

been an exclusively Roman Catholic practice and today is observed widely by Christians of many traditions. 

LITURGY: Service of the Word & Sacrament                                                         CW pg. 26 
 
 

OUR FAMILY AT WORSHIP 
 

BATHROOMS are located in the back of church, just down the hall toward the school. Please  
    ask an usher for help finding them. 
 
HEARING ASSISTANCE EQUIPMENT is available as part of our sound system. Individual 

hand-held units are available. Please check with an usher if you would like a unit for today’s 
worship service.   

 
VISITORS are asked to please sign our fellowship registry in the back of church so that we will 

have a record of your visit.  Thank you for joining us today! 
 

 

 

 



Preacher: Brothers and sisters in Christ, God created us to know joy in communion with him, to love all 
humanity, and to live in harmony with all creation. But sin separates us from God, our neighbors, and 
creation, and so we do not enjoy the life our Creator intended for us. By our sin we grieve our Father, who 
does not desire us to come under his judgment but to turn to him and live. Therefore, God in his mercy has 
sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take our place under the law, to suffer for us, and to die the death we deserve. 
God made Jesus, who had no sin, to be sin for us so that in him, we might become the righteousness of God. 
 
During the 40 days of Lent, we fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy 
set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of God. The time of 
Lent reminds us that to know Christ and the power of his resurrection, we must also know the fellowship of 
sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death. 
 
As disciples of the Lord Jesus, we are called to struggle against everything that leads us from Him. I invite 
you, therefore, to confess your sins, ask our Father for forgiveness, and commit yourselves to this struggle. 
Let us pause now for a time of reflection and self-examination. 
 
Silence for reflection and self-examination 
 
CONFESSION OF PSALM 51 
 
(We confess responsively….) 
 
Preacher: Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion 
blot out my transgressions. Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. 
Congregation: For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. Against you, 
you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight,  
 
P: so that you are proved right when you speak and justified when you judge. 
C: Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 
 
P: Surely you desire truth in the inner parts; you teach me wisdom in the inmost place. 
C: Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. Do not cast me 
from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me. 
 
P: O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise. You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would 
bring it; you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings. 
C: The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit. A broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not 
despise. 
 
P: Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 
C: Hide your face from my sins and blot out my iniquity. 
 
P: Restore to me the joy of your salvation 
C: and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and 
sinners will turn back to you. 



IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
 

The congregation is invited to come forward at the direction of the ushers to make a small cross with ashes on 
the banner. 
 
P: Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 
 
HYMNS DURING IMPOSITION OF ASHES: 

CWS 738        “In Hopelessness and Near Despair” 
CW 124       “Savior; When in Dust to You” 

 

 



 
 
 
ABSOLUTION IS PROCLAIMED 
 
Following the practice of the imposition of ashes, the minister speaks the words of absolution to the congregation, saying: 
 
M: Although the ashes remind us of sin and our mortality, it is in the shape of the cross so that we remember 
that Lent is not just a time of contrition, but more important, it is a time for emphasizing the forgiveness 
from God. The ashes remind us of sin, but the cross reminds us of the grace that has overcome that sin. 
 
Therefore, in the stead and by the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all yours sins in the name 

of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. You are no more a child of ashes but a child of God. 
May God give you strength to live as his dear children! Amen. 
 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P:  Let us pray. 

The minister says the Prayer of the Day. 

 

P:  Almighty and merciful God, you never despise what you have made and always forgive those who turn to 
you.  Create in us such new and contrite hears that we may truly repent pf our sins and obtain your full and 
gracious pardon; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

 

 

THE WORD 

 

First Lesson                                                                                               2 Samuel 12:1-13 
 
12 So the LORD sent Nathan to David. He came and told him this: There were two men in a city. One was 
rich and one poor. 2 The rich man had a large number of flocks and herds. 3 The poor man did not own 
anything except one little ewe lamb, which he had bought. He raised it so that it grew up together with him 
and his children. It ate from his food and drank from his cup. It slept in his arms. It was like a daughter to 
him. 4 When a traveler came to the rich man, the rich man was unwilling to take an animal from his flock or 
from his herd to prepare a meal for the traveler who had come to him. So he took the lamb from the poor 
man and prepared it for the man who had come to him. 5 David’s anger flared up against that man. He said to 
Nathan, “As the LORD lives, the man who has done this is as good as dead. 6 In place of that lamb, he will 
restore four lambs, because he did this and had no pity.” 7 Nathan told David, “You are the man.” This is what 
the LORD, the God of Israel, says. “I anointed you king over Israel. I rescued you from the hand of Saul. 8 I 
gave the house of your master to you, and I gave the wives of your master into your embrace. I gave you the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah. If this was too little, I would have added even more. 9 Why have you 
despised the word of the LORD by doing evil in his eyes? You have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the 
sword. You have taken his wife as your own wife. You have killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. 
10 So now the sword will not depart from your house forever, because you have despised me and have taken 
the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife. 11 This is what the LORD says. Look! I am raising up disaster 
against you from your own house. Right in front of your eyes I will take your wives and give them to your 
neighbor, and he will lie down with your wives in the sight of the sun. 12 Because you acted in secret, I will do 
this in front of all Israel in broad daylight. 13 David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.” 
Nathan said to David, “The LORD himself has put away your sin. You will not die.  (EHV) 
                     
 

 

 

 



SECOND LESSON                                             2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:2 
 
We urge you, on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God made him, who did not know sin, to become 
sin for us, so that we might become the righteousness of God in him. 6 As fellow workers we also urge you 
not to receive God’s grace in vain. 2 For he says: At a favorable time I listened to you, and in the day of 
salvation I helped you. Look, now is the favorable time! See, now is the day of salvation! (EHV) 
 
 
VERSE OF THE DAY 
P:  Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast 
love.   (Joel 2:13 cf. RSV) 
 
 
 
GOSPEL:            Luke 18:9-14 
 
9 Jesus told this parable to certain people who trusted in themselves (that they were righteous) and looked 
down on others: 10 “Two men went up to the temple courts to pray. One was a Pharisee, and the other was a 
tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood and prayed about himself like this: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like 
other people, robbers, evildoers, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week. I give a 
tenth of all my income.’ 13 “However the tax collector stood at a distance and would not even lift his eyes up 
to heaven, but was beating his chest and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14 “I tell you, this man 
went home justified rather than the other, because everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one 
who humbles himself will be exalted.” (EHV) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY: CW 115                                “He Stood before the Court” 
 

 
 

 
SERMON TEXT AND THEME:                                                              Job 40:1-2, 42:1-6 
 
40 The LORD responded to Job and said: 2 Will the one who makes charges against the Almighty dare to 
correct him? The one who accuses God should make his case! 
 
42 Job responded to the LORD. He said: 2 I know that you can do all things. No purpose of yours can be 
thwarted. 3 You asked, “Who is this who spreads darkness over my plans with his ignorant words?” I have 
made statements about things I did not understand, things too wonderful for me to know. 4 You said, “Listen 
now and I will speak. I will ask you questions, and you will inform me.” 5 My ear heard about you. Now my 
eyes see you. 6 So I despise myself. I repent in dust and ashes. 
 

Accusations 



NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

P:  Holy and righteous God, as we begin again the solemn spiritual journey of Lent, we come before you  

     in deep humility. We confess that we are sinners, both by the nature we inherit and by the sinful  

     thoughts and desires, words and actions that nature produces. Because of our sins, we deserve only your  
     wrath and punishment. Yet you reveal yourself, not only as a God of holiness and justice but as a God of  
     mercy and love. Despairing of our own merits and worthiness, and in response to your gracious invitation, 
     we come pleading for your forgiveness. 
C:  Lord, have mercy on us for your holy name’s sake. 
 
 
P:  You have revealed your love and mercy for us sinners in Jesus Christ, your Son, our Savior. You sent him  
      into our world to be the atoning sacrifice for the sins of all people. Help us grasp by faith the great truth  
      that the pain and suffering, the mockery and ridicule, and the death and punishment he endured should  
      have been ours. Help us understand that in incomprehensible love he suffered and died for us. 
C:  Lord, have mercy on us for Jesus’ sake. 



P:  In silent meditation let us reflect on our sins, praise our Savior for the forgiveness he has won for us, and  
     ask for God’s continued grace to remove any doubt that we are forgiven. 
 
Time for silent meditation follows. 
 
P:  God of grace and mercy, may your Spirit continue to be with us as we follow the way of the cross. As we  
     contemplate the story of our Savior’s passion, build us up in our faith. Renew in us the zeal to serve you  
     by reflecting your love in our lives. Give us the desire and the ability to boldly proclaim the grace in which 
     we stand, so that all for whom you lived and died may join us in fellowship now and in your presence  
     forever. 
C:  We offer our humble thanks and praise, our prayers and petitions, and ourselves in body 
and spirit to  
      you, Lord God. Hear us, according to your promise, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 
© 1999 Northwestern Publishing House. Reprinted by permission. 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE SACRAMENT 

Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the forgiveness of sins 

and the strengthening of our faith. In this supper we celebrate the gift of his redemption, we bear witness to the 

fellowship we share as confessors of the truth, and we proclaim his death until he returns. 

 
P:  The Lord be with you. 

 
 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 

 
 
 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 



P: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every  
spiritual blessing. He made his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also 
for the sins of the world. 

 
Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. 
To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and 
ever: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 
 
 
 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given  
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for 
you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my 
blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever 
you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

 



P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 
 
O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 
 

 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS:  Soloist Ken Vagt      “Do This In Remembrance of Me” 
                                         CW 311                                                 “Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness” 

 
 



 

 



THANKSGIVING 

 
 
 
 
 

P: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify you in 
the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming again, and that 
all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a 
new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  

 
 
 

Benediction 
P:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with  
       gladness. 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and () give you peace.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



CLOSING HYMN:  CW 114                                                     “Christ, the Life of All the Living” 
 

 
 
 

Officiants 
Accompanist:  Deanna Schneck 

Soloist:  Ken Vagt 
Liturgist & Preacher: Pastor Greg Sitzman 

 

*ALL CHURCH SERVICE AND MUSIC ITEMS ARE PRINTED UNDER ONE LICENSE – A-717618. 



Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Pastor Greg Sitzman: 734-309-7877; gsitzman@zionmonroe.org 

Principal:  Bryan Schneck:  907-331-7761; bschneck@zionmonroe.org 

VOTER’S MEETING— A call meeting was held on Sunday, January 28th.  Zion has extended a call to Benjamin 
Workentine.  Please pray as he deliberates his call. 
 
BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP: 
Dear Members of Zion, 

Since the Capital Campaign kicked off in April of 2022 Zion has received just over $200,000 in major 
gifts and weekly offerings, what a blessing!  
The funds have been used for a number of improvements including:  

 New furniture has been purchased for the west foyer 

 A new security system has been installed. This project included the installation of multiple cameras on the 
property, both inside and outside of the building, a keyless entry system, and more 

 Generator backup switches have been installed on each church own parsonage/teacherage 

 Professional design services for handicap bathroom remodeling plans 

 Miscellaneous repairs to church owned properties 
 

The Voters approved the following items in order of priority: 

 Electric panel replacements (two panels at ~$6,160 per panel) 

 Tunnel water issues with mold remediation if found necessary 

 Parking lot repair (patch and seal) 

 Basement handicap access (lift) 

 Backup power generator for the church and school 
 

There is currently $2,874.39 available that is not committed to a certain project. If you are moved to give 
to the capital campaign, please mark your donations as “Capital Campaign”.  

 

Thank you for your support as Zion undertakes some large and much needed projects.  
 

Sincerely, Board of Stewardship 
 
 

ZION CEA: At the past Zion CEA Meeting on Wednesday, January 17th it was decided that the Zion 
Rummage Sale will be headed by Deborah Hill this year, with Melissa Freiny assisting.  The proceeds for the 
sale will be put towards replacing the yellow curtains in the gymnasium.   
 
ALTAR GUILD:  We are in desperate need of volunteers to help with Altar Guild.  It only takes about a half 
hour per week to take care of the candles and maybe an hour a week when there is communion.  We only 
have a few months with volunteers, so please ladies and gentlemen, if you can spare some time to help out it 
would be greatly appreciated.  If you have never done it before someone can teach you very quickly what to 
do.  Thank you for considering to help. 
 
HELPING OUR CHURCH FAMILY: Friends in Faith has a “Zion’s Meal Train” program. The “Zion Meal Train” 
is a program that assists members of the Congregation with meals for situations such as surgeries/recovery, 
unexpected hospital stays, loss, birth of a child, etc. The meal train is open to all male and female members of 
the Congregation interested in providing meals for fellow members in need. We will be utilizing the official 
Meal Train website (www.MealTrain.com) to stay organized. When many friends provide support through a 



meal it means you may only have to volunteer once in a while to make a meal.  The Meal Train program 
keeps schedules, as well as provides locations and dietary restrictions. If you are interested in volunteering to 
prepare an occasional meal as needed, please sign up in the west foyer or contact Melissa Freiny at 734-652-
1638.  Thank you in advance for considering to use your time and talents to support our church family. 
 
Shut-In Visit Information: To help Pastor Sitzman with ministering to our shut-ins, Ken Vagt has been 
asked to serve our shut-ins with the Word and Sacrament. During those visits there is fellowship, then a 
devotion on God’s Word followed by the offering of absolution and Holy Communion. If you are a shut-in or 
a family member of a shut-in, please contact Pastor Sitzman or Ken Vagt to schedule a visit with you or the 
family member on a monthly rotation.   
 
MLS News: 
MLS FOUNDATION DINNER & AUCTION: Tickets are still available for our MLS Foundation Dinner 
& Auction. Our event will take place on Sunday, February, 18th at the Great Hall in Midland. Join us for an 
evening of fun, food, and entertainment to support Christian education at Michigan Lutheran Seminary. 
There will also be an online auction with separate items beginning on February 5th! Go to 
https://auctria.events/MLS2024 to get your tickets and to register for the online portion of our auction!  
 
 
 
Coming up at Zion …. 
 

Sunday 9:00 a.m.  Lent #1 Worship Service (IC/CC) 
  10:30 a.m. Sunday School, Youth Group, and Adult Bible Class 
  1:00 p.m. Jesus Cares Ministry 
Tuesday 7:45 a.m.  Warrior Oasis Café  

10:00 a.m. Adult Bible Class 
  5:00 p.m.  Trustees Meeting 
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.  Midweek Lent #1Worship Service  
Friday 7:45 a.m.  Warrior Oasis Café  

5:00 p.m.  Zion School Basketball Games @ home verses St. Stephen, Adrian 
Saturday 5:00 p.m.  Daddy/Daughter Dance 
Sunday 9:00 a.m.  Lent #2 Worship Service  
  10:30 a.m. Sunday School, Youth Group, and Adult Bible Class  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February Volunteers 
 

  Jan. 31 & Feb. 4 Feb. 7 & 11 Feb. 14 & 18 Feb. 21 & 25 Feb. 28 & March 3 
 

Altar Guild  Liz Seibert & Deanna Schneck   

Live Stream 
Helpers 

 
Erich Freiny 

 
Rob Krueger 

 
Ryan Roth 

 
Steve Sordahl 

 
Miller Sordahl 

Ushers Jan. 31 
Ray Chandonnet 

Erich Freiny  
Rob Krueger 
Zach Turner 

 
 
 

Feb. 4 
Tony Affholter 

Jeff Douglas 
Mark Fuerstenberg 

Ray Palmatier 

Feb. 7 
Tony Affholter 

Jeff Douglas 
Mark Fuerstenberg 

Ray Palmatier 
 

Feb. 11 
Dave Benge 
Alan Bober 

Mathew Hill  
Joe Koch  

Jeremy Robinson 
Jacob Robinson 

William Robinson 
 

Feb. 14 
Dave Benge 
Alan Bober 

Matthew Hill  
Joe Koch  

Jeremy Robinson 
Jacob Robinson 

William Robinson 
 

Feb. 18 
Jake Burke 

Rich Heusman 
Jeff Heusman 

Juergen Koenig 
Matt McCormick 
Zach McCormick 

 

Feb. 21 
Jake Burke 

Rich Heusman 
Jeff Heusman 

Juergen Koenig 
Matt McCormick 
Zach McCormick 

 
Feb. 25 

Mark Kipf 
Keith McBee 
Joe Schmeling 

Russ Vitale 

Feb. 28 
Mark Kipf 

Keith McBee 
Joe Schmeling 

Russ Vitale 
 

March 3 
Ray Chandonnet 

Erich Freiny  
Rob Krueger 
Zach Turner 

 

Communion 
Helpers 

Jan. 31 
Ken Vagt 

 
Feb. 4 

Mark Kipf 
Jake Burke 

 Feb. 14 
Alan Bober 

 
Feb. 18 

Ray Palmatier 
Mark Fuerstenberg 

 Feb. 28 
Ken Vagt 

 
March 3 

Jeff Heusman 
Jake Burke 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 

 


