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Prelude Music:  This Joyful Easter Tide             Dale Wood, arr. 
        I Know That My Redeemer Lives          Roger Wilson 
       Crown Him With Many Crowns       George Elvy 
       Jesus Christ Is Risen Today         Anna Laura Page, arr. 

 
 
OPENING HYMN: CW 159      “Morning Breaks Upon the Tomb”  
 

 
 
 
 
Stand 
 
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit  
     be with you.  2 Corinthians 13:14

 

Congregation: And also with you. 
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EASTER DIALOGUE 
 
P: For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to  
    the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures.  
           1 Corinthians 15:3-4

 

C: I will exalt you, O Lord, for you lifted me out of the depths and did not let my enemies 
     gloat over me.   Psalm 30:1 

 
P: If the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either.  And if Christ has not been raised, your  
    faith is futile; you are still in your sins.  Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost.  If only  
    for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men. 1 Corinthians 15:16-19 

C: What gain is there in my destruction, in my going down into the pit? Will the dust  
     praise you? Will it proclaim your faithfulness? Hear, O Lord, and be merciful to me;  
     O Lord, be my help. Psalm 30:9-10 

 
P:  But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.  For  
     since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man.  For as in  
     Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.  But each in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then,  
     when he comes, those who belong to him.    1 Corinthians 15:20-23 

C:  O Lord my God, I called to you for help and you healed me. O Lord, you brought me up  
     from the grave; you spared me from going down into the pit.  Psalm 30:2-3 

 
P:  Christ must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet.  The last enemy to be destroyed is  
      death.  1 Corinthians 15:25-26 

C:  Sing to the Lord, you saints of his; praise his holy name.  For his anger lasts only a  
      moment, but his favor lasts a lifetime; weeping may remain for a night, but rejoicing 
      comes in the morning.  Psalm 30:4-5 

 

P:  Where, O death, is your victory?  Where, O death, is your sting?  The sting of death is sin, and the 
     power of sin is the law.  But thanks be to God!  He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus  
     Christ.  1 Corinthians 15:55-57 

C:  You turned my wailing into dancing; you removed my sackcloth and clothed me with 
      joy, that my heart may sing to you and not be silent. O Lord my God, I will give you  
      thanks forever.  Psalm 30:11-12 
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Psalm 30            pg. 76 
 

 
 

Sing to the LORD, you saints of his;* 
praise his holy name. 

 

For his anger lasts only a moment,* 
but his favor lasts a lifetime; 

 

weeping may remain for a night,* 
but rejoicing comes in the morning. 

 

Refrain 
 
To you, O LORD, I called;* 

to the Lord I cried for mercy. 
 

Hear, O LORD, and be merciful to me;* 
O LORD, be my help. 

 

You turned my wailing into dancing,* 
that my heart may sing to you and not be silent. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Refrain 
 

Refrain Tune: Steven Warner. © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by 

permission. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 

O God, you made the dawn of this most holy day shine with the glory of our Lord’s resurrection. 
Grant that we who have been raised from the death of sin by your life-giving Spirit may worship you 
in sincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, now and forever.  

C:  Amen. 

 

BE SEATED 
 
 
 
 
FIRST LESSON           Mark 16:1-7 
The women at the tomb 

1 When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices 
so that they might go to anoint Jesus’ body. 2 Very early on the first day of the week, just after sunrise, 
they were on their way to the tomb 3 and they asked each other, “Who will roll the stone away from the 
entrance of the tomb?” 4 But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been 
rolled away. 5 As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the right 
side, and they were alarmed. 6 “Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who 
was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples 
and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.’”  
 
 
 
HYMN: CW 145 (vs. 1-3)      “Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won” 
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SECOND LESSON          John 20:2-8 
Peter and John at the tomb 

2 [Mary Magdalene] came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, 
“They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!” 3 Peter and the 
other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached 
the tomb first. 5 He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. 6 Then 
Simon Peter, who was behind him, arrived and went into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, 
7 as well as the burial cloth that had been around Jesus’ head. The cloth was folded up by itself, separate 
from the linen. 8 Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and 
believed. 
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HYMN: CW 145 (vs. 4-5)      “Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won” 

 
 
THIRD LESSON           John 20:10-18 
Jesus appears to Mary 

10 Then the disciples went back to their homes, 11 but Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, 
she bent over to look into the tomb 12 and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, 
one at the head and the other at the foot. 13 They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” “They have 
taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have put him.” 14 At this, she turned around 
and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus. 15 “Woman,” he said, “why are you 
crying? Who is it you are looking for?” Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried 
him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned 
toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said, “Do not hold on to 
me, for I have not yet returned to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am returning to 



8 

 

my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the 
news: “I have seen the Lord!” And she told them that he had said these things to her.  
 
HYMN: CW 157 (vs. 1-2)      “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” 

 
 

FOURTH LESSON          Luke 24:13-35 
Jesus appears on the road to Emmaus  

13 Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from 
Jerusalem. 14 They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. 15 As they talked and 
discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; 16 but they 
were kept from recognizing him. 17 He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?”  
They stood still, their faces downcast. 18 One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you only a visitor 
to Jerusalem and do not know the things that have happened there in these days?” 19 “What things?” he 
asked. “About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God 
and all the people. 20 The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they 
crucified him; 21 but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, 
it is the third day since all this took place. 22 In addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the 
tomb early this morning 23 but didn’t find his body. They came and told us that they had seen a vision of 
angels, who said he was alive. 24 Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the 
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women had said, but him they did not see.” 25 He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow of 
heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then 
enter his glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in 
all the Scriptures concerning himself. 28 As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus 
acted as if he were going farther. 29 But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the 
day is almost over.” So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at the table with them, he took 
bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they 
recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. 32 They asked each other, “Were not our hearts 
burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?” 33 They got up and 
returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with them, assembled together 34 

and saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.” 35 Then the two told what had 
happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread. 
 
HYMN: CW 157 (vs. 3-4)      “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” 

 
 

FIFTH LESSON           John 20:19-23 
Jesus appears on Easter evening 
19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for 
fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he 



10 

 

showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 21 Again Jesus said, 
“Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 22 And with that he breathed on them 
and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive 
them, they are not forgiven.” 
 
HYMN:  CW 150      “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia” 

 
 
SIXTH LESSON          John 21:1-14 
Breakfast with the Lord Jesus 

1 Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Tiberias. It happened this way: 2 Simon 
Peter, Thomas (called Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other 
disciples were together. 3 “I’m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told them, and they said, “We’ll go with 
you.” So they went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 4 Early in the morning, 
Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus. 5 He called out to them, 
“Friends, haven’t you any fish?” “No,” they answered. 6 He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the 
boat and you will find some.” When they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large 
number of fish. 7 Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as Simon Peter 
heard him say, “It is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and 
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jumped into the water. 8 The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, for they were 
not far from shore, about a hundred yards. 9 When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with 
fish on it, and some bread. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.” 11 Simon 
Peter climbed aboard and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even with so many the 
net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” None of the disciples dared ask him, 
“Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came, took the bread and gave it to them, and did the 
same with the fish. 14 This was now the third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised from 
the dead.  
 
HYMN:  CW 156       “Awake, My Heart, with Gladness”  
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SERMON TEXT AND THEME:  Psalm 51:18-19 
 

Rejoicing in Resurrection Hope 
 
Stand 
 
CONFESSION OF FAITH 
 
P:  In Holy Baptism God takes away our sins and gives new life in Christ, our Lord.  We solemnly  
      renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways; we confess the gift of faith in God the Father,  
      Son, and Holy Spirit.  I ask you: Do you reject the devil along with all his lies and empty promises? 
C:  Yes, and I ask God to help me. 
 
P:  Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty? 
C:  Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  
 
P:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son? 
C:  Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy  
      Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and 
      was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead.  He  
      ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From  
      there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
P:  Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
C:  Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,  
      the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
P:  Do you intend to continue in this faith, to be diligent in the use of Word and sacrament, and in faith  
     and action remain true to God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—as long as you live? 
C:  Yes, and I ask God to help me.  
 
P:  Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new birth of water and of  
     the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with his grace to life everlasting. 
C:  Amen. 
 
 
OFFERING: The collection of the offering in the service is an opportunity for the members of Zion to give back to God a 
small portion of what he has given us in order to support the Gospel ministry of Zion Lutheran Church and School and 
of the WELS throughout the world. If you are a visitor today, while we appreciate an offering from you, please do not 
feel obligated to give. 
 
OFFERTORY MUSIC:  The Day of Resurrection           Franklin Ritter 
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Stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
P:  O Lord God, our strength, our song, and our salvation, you fulfilled your promises by the resurrection  
     of your Son, Jesus Christ, from the dead.  
C:  Thanks be to God! You give us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
P:  In your compassion you sent Christ, the Good Shepherd, who laid down his life to rescue the lost. 
C:  Drive out all doubt and gloom that we may delight in your glorious triumph. 
 
P: Lift our eyes heavenward to see him who lives to make intercession for the saints, and grant us  
    confidence in the greatness of his power. Keep before us the vision of your redeemed people standing  
    before your throne and singing the song of victory: 
C:  Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive wisdom and power and honor and glory  
      and praise. 
 
P:  Make us instruments of your peace as we bring the good news of hope and new life to those around us.  
     Guide us in the use of all that you have entrusted to us: our time, our talents, and our treasures. 
C:  Risen Lord, live in us that we may live for you. 
 
P:  Merciful Lord Jesus, grant healing to the sick, and strengthen the faith of the suffering and the dying.  
     Assure them of your abiding presence, and comfort them with the hope of eternal life. 
 
Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
 
P:  Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 
Silent prayer. 
 
P:  Gracious Father, you have restored to us the joy of your salvation. With happy hearts, we come before 
      you and say: 
C:  Alleluia! Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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CONSECRATION OF ELEMENTS 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS:  CWS 720    “Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands” 
            CW 152          “I Know that My Redeemer Lives” 
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Prayer 
P:  O God the Father, source of goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your Son to  
      share our humanity.  We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and  
      peace in this sacrament.  We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our  
      hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day,  
      through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
      one God, now and forever. 
C: (spoken) Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN:  CW 341      “Crown Him with Many Crowns” 

 

 

May God bless you this Easter morning and always! 

Please join us for brunch after the service. 

 

POSTLUDE MUSIC:  Christ The Lord Is Risen Today      Robert Williams 
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Easter Lilies in Memory of … 

 

Loved ones from Bari and Wendy Waltz 
Kenneth & Margaret Pitcher from Carol Pitcher 
Dannie Mae Younglove from Lee A. Younglove  
Marj & Justin Pfotenhauer from Gordy & Julie Ebsch 
Dale Wells from Tony & Diane Affholter 
Lyle and Kevin Kull from Maxine Kull 
Gail Heusman from Ken Heusman & family 
Ken & Irene Heusman and Bud & Myra Hoffman from Ken Heusman & family 
Richard & Pauline Gonser from Scott, Amy, Sarah, & Kirsten Vanisacker 
 

Easter Lilies for Blessings Received … 
 

Zion Church Family from Larry & Deb Sachs 
For silk flowers from Friends in Faith from Scott, Amy, Sarah, & Kirsten Vanisacker 
 
 

 
 

Thank you for decorating our church for Easter  
by remembering our loved ones and for the many blessings we receive.   

 

Have A Blessed Easter! 
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Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Pastor Greg Sitzman: 734-309-7877; gsitzman@zionmonroe.org 

Principal:  Bryan Schneck:  907-331-7761; bschneck@zionmonroe.org 

CALL MEETING—On Sunday, March 23rd a joint call was extended to Pastor Andrew Leuhring. Please 
keep him in your prayers as he deliberates his call. 
 

PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR CALL MEETING:  On Sunday, April 6th the Voter’s decided to extend a call to Mrs. 
Hannah Breckon has been called to serve as our Preschool Director and teacher.  Please keep her in your 
prayers as she deliberates the call. 
 

Open Forum/Voter’s Meeting Notes: Church Council will be meeting on Thursday, April 24th (a 
week later than usual due to Maundy Thursday).  The Council meeting notes will not be available a week 
in advance for the Open Forum/Voter’s Meeting for your review. However, the notes will be sent out via 
email on Friday, April 25th to give everyone the weekend to review.  The Open Forum/Voter’s 
Meeting will be held on Sunday, April 27th.  
 

 

MLS Open House - May 2nd! 
Michigan Lutheran Seminary would like to invite you to our upcoming Open House! 
This Open House will take place from 3:00-5:00 PM on Friday, May 2nd. This is a great opportunity for 
5th-8th grade students and their families to learn about the campus, academics, and extracurriculars at 
MLS! You’ll have a chance to meet faculty, talk to parents and students, and take a tour of the campus! If 
you’re interested or would like more information, contact us at admissions@mlsem.org or call (989) 793-
1010 ext. 294. 
 
ZION RUMMAGE SALE IS COMING: Mark your calendars for the upcoming Rummage Sale on Friday, 
May 30 & Saturday, May 31.  Lots of helping hands make the work a lot easier.   Please see the West foyer 
for sign-up sheets for the different times that we need volunteers.  Thank you for any assistance you can 
give. 
 
Coming up at Zion ….   
Sunday 9:00 a.m.  Easter Celebration Worship Service (IC/CC) 

10:15 a.m. Easter Brunch Pot-luck  
(NO Sunday School or Bible Class) 

Mon-Fri. Zion School is on Easter Break 
Monday Office Closed 
Tuesday NO Adult Bible Class  
Wednesday 7:00 p.m. Worship Service  
Thursday 6:00 p.m. Church Council 
Sunday 9:00 a.m. Worship Service  

10:15 a.m. Sunday School  
10:15 a.m. Open Forum 
11:30 a.m. Voter’s Meeting 

Monday 6:30 p.m. Worship Committee Meeting 
 

mailto:gsitzman@zionmonroe.org
mailto:bschneck@zionmonroe.org
mailto:admissions@mlsem.org
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April Volunteers 
 

 April 2 & 6 April 9 & 13 April 17, 18 &20 April 23 &27 April 30 & May 4 

Altar Guild   Nancy Chalupka   

Live Stream 
Helpers 

Steve Sordahl Erich Freiny Rob Krueger Ryan Roth William Robinson 

Ushers April 2 
Tony Affholter 

Jeff Douglas 
Mark Fuerstenberg 

Bryce Mueller 
Ray Palmatier 

 
April 6 

Tony Affholter 
Jeff Douglas 

Mark Fuerstenberg 
Bryce Mueller 
Ray Palmatier 

 

April 9 
Mark Kipf 

Keith McBee 
Dave McKenzie 
Joe Schmeling 

 

 
April 13 
Mark Kipf 

Keith McBee 
Dave McKenzie 
Joe Schmeling 

 

 

April 17 
Dave Benge 
Alan Bober 

Matthew Hill 
Joe Koch 

Jeremy Robinson 
Jacob Robinson 

William Robinson 
 

April 18 @ 1:00  
Ray Chandonnet 

Erich Freiny 
Rob Krueger 

Matthew Loos 
Zach Turner 

 
April 18 @ 7:00  

Jake Burke 
Rich Heusman 
Jeff Heusman 

Juergen Koenig 
Matt McCormick 
Zach McCormick 

 
April 20 

Dave Benge 
Alan Bober 

Matthew Hill 
Joe Koch 

Jeremy Robinson 
Jacob Robinson 

William Robinson 

April 23 
Ray Chandonnet 

Erich Freiny 
Rob Krueger 

Matthew Loos 
Zach Turner 

 
April 27 

Ray Chandonnet 
Erich Freiny 
Rob Krueger 

Matthew Loos 
Zach Turner 

 
 

April 30 
Tony Affholter 

Jeff Douglas 
Mark Fuerstenberg 

Bryce Mueller 
Ray Palmatier 

 
May 4 

Tony Affholter 
Jeff Douglas 

Mark Fuerstenberg 
Bryce Mueller 
Ray Palmatier 

 
 
 
 
 

Communion 
Helpers 

April 2 
Alan Bober 

 
April 6 

Rob Krueger 
Jeff Heusman 

 April 17 
Mark Kipf 
Ken Vagt 

 
April 20 

Eric Freiny  
Ray Palmatier 

 April 30 
Jeremy Robinson 

 
May 4 

Alan Bober 
Mark Kipf 

 
 
 
 

 

 


