
 

 

 
 

God Gives Strength to Press On 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



ZION EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH, MONROE, MI 
(Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod) 

IN JESUSõ NAME WE WELCOME YOU! 
 

Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost                                                                        October 15, 2023   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

WELCOME TO ZION.  It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from Godõs Word will 
strengthen your faith and fill your heart with the peace only God can give and the joy we have in believing 
that JESUS CHRIST is our Savior from sin.  
 
Worship Focus:  God has richly endowed us with the gospel of Christ to call others into his kingdom. 
 
PRESERVICE MUSIC:  Zion Schoolõs Handchime A      òCornerstoneó 
 
LITURGY:  SERVICE OF WORD &  SACRAMENT                               CW pg. 26 
 

OPENING HYMN: CW 331                                                         òChrist Is Made the Sure Foundationó 
 

 



P:   The grace of our Lord (Z) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with 
you. 
C:  And also with you. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 
P:  God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts. Therefore, let 
us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 
 
The congregation may kneel. 
 
C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed 
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for 
my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
P:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice 
for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the Son (Z) and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

LORD, HAVE MERCY  

Kyrie 

 

P:  For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, 
O Lord. 
 

 
 
P:  For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to stand firm 
against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ. 
 

 
 
P:  For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their  
      worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
 

 



P:  Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your tender care: 

 
 
P:  The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 

 

 

 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P:  Let us pray. 

The minister says the Prayer of the Day. 

 

P:  Almighty God, in your bountiful goodness keep us safe from every evil of body and soul.  Make us ready, 
with cheerful hearts, to do whatever pleases you; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

 

THE WORD 

 

FIRST LESSON                                                                                                                             Isaiah 5:1-7 
 
5 Let me sing for my loved one a song about my loved oneõs vineyard.  My loved one had a vineyard on a 
fertile ridge. 2 He dug it up and gathered the stones out of it. He planted it with the best vines. He built a 
tower in the middle of it. He also cut a winepress into it. He expected it to produce clusters of sweet grapes, 
but it produced only sour grapes. 3 So now, you residents of Jerusalem and you men of Judah, judge between 
me and my vineyard. 4 What more could have been done for my vineyard that I have not already done for it? 
When I expected it to produce clusters of sweet grapes, why did it produce sour grapes? 5 Now, let me tell 
you what I will do to my vineyard. I will take away its hedge, and it will become a pasture. I will break down 
its wall, and it will be trampled down. 6 I will make it a wasteland. It will not be pruned or hoed. So briers 
and thorns will shoot up. I will also command the clouds not to pour rain on it. 7 Yes, the vineyard of 
the LORD of Armies is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah are the planting that was pleasing to him. 
He expected justice, but instead there was oppression. He expected righteousness, but there was an outcry. 
(EHV) 
 
 
ZION SCHOOLõS WARRIOR VOICES will sing òO Shout for Joyó 
 
 
SECOND LESSON                                               Philippians 3:12-21 
 
12 Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal, but I press on to take hold of that for 
which Christ Jesus also took hold of me. 13 Brothers, I do not consider myself to have taken hold of it yet, but 
there is one thing I do: Forgetting the things that are behind and straining toward the things that are ahead, 14 I 
press on toward the goal, for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 15 Therefore, let all of us 
who are mature continue to think this way. And if you think differently about anything, God will reveal this 
to you too. 16 Only let us think the same thing and walk in line with what we already have attained. 



17 Brothers, join together in imitating me and in paying attention to those who are walking according to the 
pattern we gave you. 18 To be sure, many walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. I told you about them often, 
and now I am saying it while weeping. 19 Their end is destruction, their god is their appetite, and their glory is 
in their shame. They are thinking only about earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven. We are eagerly 
waiting for a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ. 21 By the power that enables him to subject all things to 
himself, he will transform our humble bodies to be like his glorious body. (EHV) 
    
 
VERSE OF THE DAY 
P:  Alleluia. I will proclaim your name to my people; in the midst of the congregation I will praise you. 
Alleluia. (Hebrews 2:12 cf. RSV) 
 

 
 
 
GOSPEL:           Matthew 21:33-43   
 
33 òListen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a 
winepress in it, and built a watchtower. He leased it out to some tenant farmers and went away on a 
journey. 34 When the time approached to harvest the fruit, he sent his servants to the tenants to get his 
fruit. 35 The tenant farmers seized his servants. They beat one, killed another, and stoned a third. 36 Then the 
landowner sent even more servants than the first time. The tenant farmers treated them the same 
way. 37 Finally, he sent his son to them. ôThey will respect my son,õ he said. 38 But when the tenant farmers 
saw the son, they said to each other, ôThis is the heir. Come, letõs kill him and take his inheritance!õ 39 They 
took him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 40 So when the landowner comes, what will he do to 
those tenant farmers?ó 41 They told him, òHe will bring those wretches to a wretched end. Then he will lease 
out the vineyard to other tenants who will give him his fruit when it is due.ó 42 Jesus said to them, òHave you 
never read in the Scriptures: The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. This was the Lordõs 
doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes? 43 òThat is why I tell you the kingdom of God will be taken away from 
you and given to a people that produces its fruit. (EHV) 
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY: CW 203                     òLord, Keep Us Steadfast In Your Wordó 
 

 
 
 
 
SERMON TITLE:                                                               

 

God Gives Strength to Press On 
 
 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

and became fully human. 



For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P:  Gracious God and Father, we praise you for the countless blessings, which we receive from your hand: 
the beauties of creation and the bounties of the earth, the joy of life and the pleasure of friendship, the good 
of work and the gift of rest, the privilege to share happiness and sorrow with one another. Above all we 
praise and thank you for your saving Word and for your Sonõs body and blood, which you give us to eat and 
to drink in the sacrament. Through these means of grace, you send the Holy Spirit into our hearts and unite 
us to Jesus and to the whole Christian Church on earth. 
C:  Strengthen us through this heavenly food; increase our trust in Christ and our love for 
one another. 
 
P:  Great God and Lord, without your continuing help we easily waver in our faith, lose courage, and grow 
careless in our watchfulness. The times and days are perilous. Give us strength to face the evils of each day 
with fresh confidence. Open our lips to speak of your grace, and move us to use the gifts that you give us to 
share your Word of salvation with all people. Protect and prosper the family, the school, the government, 
and all good institutions that you have established for the benefit of society. Remember in mercy those who 
are sick and suffering, and bring your healing to troubled homes and lives. 
C:  Move us to pray for those in need and to help them with deeds of kindness.  
 
Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
 

P:  Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 

Silent prayer. 
 

P:  Now, eternal God and Father, keep us in the saving faith and so enable us to overcome all things through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

 



LORDôS PRAYER  

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done  

on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those  
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory  
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE SACRAMENT 

Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the forgiveness of sins 

and the strengthening of our faith. In this supper we celebrate the gift of his redemption, we bear witness to the 

fellowship we share as confessors of the truth, and we proclaim his death until he returns. 

 
P:  The Lord be with you. 

 
 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 

 
 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 
P: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every  
     spiritual blessing. He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children and to strengthen us when 
     we are weak. 
 

Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. 
To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and 
ever: 

 
 



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 

 
 

 
 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given  
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, òTake and eat; this is my body, which is given for 
you. Do this in remembrance of me.ó 

 
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, òDrink from it, all of you; this is my 
blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever 
you drink it, in remembrance of me.ó 
 

 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 
 

 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS:  CWS 741                                                                                           òTake and Eató 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


