
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 ZION EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH, MONROE, MI 
(Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod) 

IN JESUSõ NAME WE WELCOME YOU! 
 

Sixth Sunday of Easter                                                                                   May 10 & 14, 2023                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
 

WELCOME TO ZION.  It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from Godõs Word 
will strengthen your faith and fill your heart with the peace only God can give and the joy we have 
in believing that JESUS CHRIST is our Savior from sin.  
 

Worship Focus: Confession of Christ and of our hope in him is the calling of all who have been 
baptized.  Such confession includes not only our faithful testimony but also our loving obedience to 
Jesusõ commands.  As we live out our confession of Christ, we are comforted by the presence of 
the Spirit whom the Son has sent while we await his return. 
 

Liturgy:  Service of the Word                                                              CW pg. 38  
 

OPENING HYMN:  CW 355                                       òTake the World, but Give Me Jesusó 
 

 
 



P:   The grace of our Lord (Z) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy  
       Spirit be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 
P:  We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear  
      children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore,  
      let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 
C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I  
      have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting 
      in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.  
      Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 
 
P:  God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of  
      our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God  
      give you strength to live according to his will. 
C:  Amen. 
 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 
P:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
 

 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P:  Let us pray. 

The minister says the Prayer of the Day. 

Father of lights, every good and perfect gift comes from you.  Inspire us to think those things that 
are true and long for those things that are good, that we may always make our petitions according 
to your gracious will; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
 

 

 

Zion School K-2 sing (Sunday only)     òFather I Adore Youó 

 

 

THE WORD 

 
 

First Lesson                                              1 Peter 3:15-22 
 
15 But regard the Lord, the Christ, as holy in your hearts. Always be prepared to give an answer to 
everyone who asks you to give a reason for the hope that is in you. 16 But speak with gentleness and 
respect, while maintaining a clear conscience, so that those who attack your good way of life in 
Christ may be put to shame because they slandered you as evildoers. 17 Indeed, it is better, if it is 
Godõs will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil, 18 because Christ also suffered once for sins 
in our place, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in 
flesh but was made alive in spirit, 19 in which he also went and made an announcement to the spirits 
in prison. 20 These spirits disobeyed long ago, when Godõs patience was waiting in the days of Noah 
while the ark was being built. In this ark a few, that is, eight souls, were saved by water. 21 And 
corresponding to that, baptism now saves youñnot the removal of dirt from the body but the 
guarantee of a good conscience before God through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 22 He went to 
heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 

 (EHV) 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Psalm 66                         CW pg. 90 
 

 

 

Shout with joy to God, all the earth!* 

Sing the glory of his name; make his praise glorious! 

 

Praise our God, O peoples,* 

let the sound of his praise be heard. 

 

He has preserved our lives* 

and kept our feet from slipping. 

 

Refrain 

 

Come and listen, all you who fear God;* 

let me tell you what he has done for me. 

 

If I had cherished sin in my heart,* 

the Lord would not have listened; 

 

but God has surely listened* 

and heard my voice in prayer. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit,  

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Refrain 

 

Refrain Tune: Steven Warner. © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 



Second Lesson                                                John 14:15-21 
15 òIf you love me, hold on to my commands. 16 I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 
Counselor to be with you forever. 17 He is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive 
because it does not see him or know him. You know him because he stays with you and will be in 
you. 18 òI will not leave you as orphans; I am coming to you. 19 In a little while the world will see me 
no longer, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 In that day you will know that I 
am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21 The one who has my commands and holds on to 
them is the one who loves me. And the one who loves me will be loved by my Father. I too will 

love him and show myself to him.ó (EHV) 
 

VERSE OF THE DAY 
Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!  Alleluia. If anyone loves me, he will obey my 
teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. (John 
14:23 cf. NIV) 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  CW 396                                òIn Adam We Have All Been Oneó  
 

 
 

 
 
 



SERMON TEXT AND THEME:                                Acts 17:22-31   
22 Then Paul stood up in front of the council of the Areopagus and said, òMen of Athens, I see that 
you are very religious in every way. 23 For as I was walking around and carefully observing your 
objects of worship, I even found an altar on which had been inscribed, ôTo an unknown god.õ Now 
what you worship as unknownñthis is what I am going to proclaim to you. 24 òThe God who made 
the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples made 
with hands. 25 Neither is he served by human hands, as if he needed anything, since he himself gives 
all people life and breath and everything they have. 26 From one man, he made every nation of 
mankind to live over the entire face of the earth. He determined the appointed times and the 
boundaries where they would live. 27 He did this so they would seek God and perhaps reach out for 
him and find him, though he is not far from each one of us. 28 ôFor in him we live and move and 
have our being.õ As some of your own poets have said, ôIndeed, we are also his offspring.õ 
29 òTherefore, since we are Godõs offspring, we should not think that the divine being is like gold or 
silver or stone, an image formed by human skill and planning. 30 Although God overlooked the 
times of ignorance, he is now commanding all people everywhere to repent, 31 because he has set a 
day on which he is going to judge the world in righteousness by the man he appointed. He provided 
proof of this to everyone by raising him from the dead.ó (EHV) 
 

GODõS CURE FOR MANõS RELIGION 
 

APOSTLESô CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church,  

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
Prayer of the Church                         pg. 42 
P:  Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank you for all that you give us day after 
day. 
C:  We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us. 



 
P:  You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls and to protect us from the 
temptations of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature. 
C:  We thank you for those who teach and preach your saving truth at this place and 
everywhere. Grant them a rich measure of patience, wisdom, and love.  
 

P:  Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind of danger: sudden catastrophe, 
terrors of crime, and the pain of disease. Watch over those who travel by land, sea, and air. Keep 
our loved ones from whatever perils may threaten them.  
C:  Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those who are distressed, 
and comfort all who are old and infirm. 
 

P:  Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of high trust. Keep our government and 
schools upright and strong for the advancement of good citizenship and useful vocations, that we 
may enjoy your gifts of peace, security, and well-being. 
C:  Grant your blessing to every nation on earth. Where there are wars, may there be 
peace. Where there is hatred, let it be healed. Where there is poverty, danger, or 
disaster, come with your almighty power to help and restore. 
 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
 

P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 

Silent prayer. 
 
P:  We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord, and ask you to hear us. Take 
all that we have, our bodies and minds, our time and skills, our ministries and offerings, and use 
them to your glory. 
C:  We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is pleasing in 
your sight. Amen.  
 
 

 

LORDôS PRAYER 
 

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
      thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;  
      and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
      and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the    
      kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
HYMN:  CW 496                                                                                     òGlorious in Majestyó  
 



 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
P:  Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us 
     by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith,  
     guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives  
     and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 
BENEDICTION 
P:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with  
      gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (Z) give you peace. 



 
 
CLOSING HYMN:  CW 332                                       òGo, My Children, with My Blessingó  
 

 
 

Z                    Z            Z 
 

Officiants 
Accompanist:  Deanna Schneck 
Liturgist:  Pastor Ross Ulrich 

Preacher:  Pastor Greg Sitzman 
 
 
 



ZION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Pastor Ross Ulrich:  734-244-4553; rwulrich@zionmonroe.org  

Pastor Greg Sitzman: 734-309-7877; gsitzman@zionmonroe.org 
Principal:  Bryan Schneck:  907-331-7761; bschneck@zionmonroe.org 

SENIOR PASTOR CALLEDñOn Sun., April 30, Zion called Pastor Gregory M. Sitzman to be 
our Senior Pastor.  Expect Pastor Sitzman to take 2 to 4 weeks to prayerfully deliberate our call.  
We trust the Holy Spirit to guide him as to what he is to do to serve in Christõs Kingdom.  SOLI 
DEO GLORIA.   

ZION RUMMAGE SALE IS COMING: Please see both foyers for sign-up sheets for the different 
types and times that we need volunteers for the upcoming Rummage Sale on Friday, June 2 
& Saturday, June 3.  You can also sign up using this sign up genius 
link:  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0D4DA8A628ABF49-zions 

 
PASTOR ULRICHõS RETIREMENT POT-LUCK DINNER:  Service and Fellowship is planning a Pot-luck 
dinner for Pastor Ulrich after his Retirement Worship Service.  Sunday, June 11th there will be a 
church service at 4:00 p.m. with a Pot-luck dinner in the Zion gymnasium afterwards.  Please sign 
up if you plan to attend the Worship service and pot-luck.  It will really help  with  our 
planning.  THANK YOU.           
 

HELPING OUR CHURCH FAMILY : Friends in Faith has started a òZionõs Meal Trainó. The 
meal train is open to all male and female members of the Congregation interested in 
providing meals for fellow members in need. We are organizing an opportunity to donate 
meals for situations including surgeries/recovery, unexpected hospital stays, loss, birth of a 
child, etc. We will be utilizing the official Meal Train website (www.MealTrain.com) to stay 
organized. When many friends provide support through a meal, Meal Train keeps schedules, 
as well as provides locations and dietary restrictions. If you are interested in volunteering to 
prepare an occasional meal as needed, please contact Melissa Freiny at 734-652-1638.  

 
MOTHERõS ROOM:  The Trustees are wanting to make some improvements to the Motherõs Room. 
This summer they are wanting volunteers to come in and strip the wall paper and paint the room.  If 
you are interested in helping with this project, please contact Keith McBee at 734-586-0020.  Thank 
you in advance for your consideration on using your talents to improve our facilities. 
 
COMING UP AT ZION é. 

Sunday  9:00 a.m. Worship Service  
10:15 a.m. Sunday School, Youth Group, and Adult Bible Class 
11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. BIC # 8 

 Monday 10:00 a.m. Pastorõs Circuit Meeting @ St. Paulõs, Monroe 
Tuesday 10:00 a.m. Adult Bible Class  
  5:00 p.m. Trustees Meeting 
Wednesday 7:00 p.m. Worship Service (IC) 
Thursday 6:00 p.m. Church Council 
Sunday  9:00 a.m. Worship Service (IC)  

10:15 a.m. Sunday School, Youth Group, and Adult Bible Class 

 

mailto:rwulrich@zionmonroe.org
mailto:gsitzman@zionmonroe.org
mailto:bschneck@zionmonroe.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0D4DA8A628ABF49-zions
http://www.mealtrain.com/


HVL NEWS:   
Spring Concert - May 17 (7pm) - We welcome you to join us for our end of the year concert.  The 
concert will take place in the HVL gym at 7pm. We will also take this opportunity to recognize Pastor Jon 
Baumann who is celebrating 30 years in the ministry. 
 
Graduation - June 4 (2pm) - HVL has 15 seniors graduating this year.  Ava Gorsegner (Peace) and 
Preston Reed (St. Paulõs) are co-valedictorians. Pastor Krieger (St. Paulõs, Livonia) will deliver the 
graduation address.  May God continue to bless each of our graduates and use them as a blessing to others. 
 
International Host Families Needed - HVL's International Program is a unique ministry that allows us 
to share Jesus with young people all over the world.  We thank our host families this year who have opened 
their hearts and homes to help with this ministry. We are now placing students with host families for the 
2023-24 school year and need more host families. Host families are asked to provide meals, transportation 
to/from school, and a room/bed.  The international student's natural family provides for all other needs 
(spending money, clothes, entertainment, etc.) Host families receive a stipend each year to host an 
international student. Families host the student from late August until the beginning of June. If you are 
interested in hosting a student, please contact HVL at your earliest convenience. 

 
MLS NEWS:  MLS SUMMER CAMPS:  Registration for our 2023 MLS Summer Camps is now open! 
Our camps emphasize teaching teamwork, fundamentals and skills in a positive, Christian setting. The 
camp directors see this as an opportunity to use the beautiful facilities of Michigan Lutheran Seminary to 
work with our synodõs youth. Our staff is dedicated to making our camps a positive experience for each 
camper.  NEW THIS YEAR: If you will be registering for more than one camp within the same household 
we now offer a 15% family discount. Enter the code FAMILY when ordering to receive the discount. You 
MUST be signed up for multiple camps to use the code. If you use the code and have only signed up for one 
camp your order will be voided. To register visit www.mlsem.org. Registration ends on June 1, 2023 at 8 
am. 
 

 
MAY VOLUNTEERS 

  May 3 & 7 May 10 & 14 May 17 & 21 May 24 & 28 May 31 & June 4 

ALTAR GUILD           Liz Seibert 
 

  

LIVE STREAM  
HELPERS 

 
Rob Krueger 

 
NEED 

   VOLUNTEER 

 
Miller Sordahl  

         
Steve Sordahl 

 
Rob Krueger 

USHERS May 3 
Jeremy Robinson 
Jacob Robinson 

William 
Robinson 

Alan Bober 
 

May 7 
Rich Heusman 
Jeff Heusman 
Jake Burke 

Juergan Koenig 
Matt McCormick 

 

 
May 14 

Russ Vitale 
Keith McBee 
Mark Kipf 

May 17 
Russ Vitale 

Keith McBee 
Mark Kipf 

 
 

May 21 
Rob Krueger 

Ralph Naveaux 
Ray Chandonnet 

Erich Freiny 
 

 
May 28 

Tony Affholter 
Mark Fuerstenberg 

Ray Palmatier 
Jeff Douglas 

 

May 31 
Tony Affholter 

Mark Fuerstenberg 
Ray Palmatier 
Jeff Douglas 

 
June 4 

Joe Koch 
Dave Benge 

Joe Schmeling 
 
 
 

COMMUNION 

HELPERS 

May 3 
Erich Freiny 

 
May 7 

Steve Sordahl 

 May 17 
Ken Vagt 

 
May 21 

Jeff Heusman 

 May 31 
Jeff Grubb 

 
June 4 

Alan Bober 

 
 

http://www.mlsem.org/


 
 

 

 
 


