
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
“After He said this, He shouted with a loud voice, 

‘Lazarus, come out!’” 
John 11:43 

 
 
 
 
 



ZION EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH, MONROE, MI 
(Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod) 

IN JESUS’ NAME WE WELCOME YOU! 
 

Fifth Sunday in Lent                                                                                 March 26, 2023                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
 

WELCOME TO ZION.  It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will 
strengthen your faith and fill your heart with the peace only God can give and the joy we have in 
believing that JESUS CHRIST is our Savior from sin.  
 

WORSHIP FOCUS: Issues of death and life are presented to us as we prepare to enter Holy Week on 
Palm Sunday.  In Christ, through the working of the Spirit in the Word and sacraments, we are rescued 
from spiritual death and are given new life. 
 

LITURGY: Service of Morning Praise             CW pg. 45 
 

OPENING HYMN: CW 606                                                                      “For Me to Live Is Jesus” 
 

 
 
 
 



 

STAND 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BE SEATED 

 



 

 
 
 
 

THE WORD 
 

 

First Lesson                                                     Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 

37 The hand of the LORD was upon me. He brought me out by the Spirit of the LORD and set me 
down in the middle of a valley, which was full of bones. 2 He had me pass through them and go all 
over among them. There were very many on the valley floor, and they were very dry. 3 He said to 
me, “Son of man, can these dry bones live?” I answered, “LORD God, you know.” 4 Then he said to 
me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the LORD.’” 5 This is 
what the LORD God says to these bones. I am about to make breath enter you so that you will 
live. 6 I will attach tendons to you. I will put flesh back on you. I will cover you with skin and put 
breath in you, and you will live. Then you will know that I am the LORD. 7 So I prophesied as I had 
been commanded, and as I was prophesying there was a noise, a rattling, as the bones came 
together, one bone connecting to another. 8 As I watched, tendons were attached to them, then 
flesh grew over them, and skin covered them. But there was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to 
me, “Prophesy to the wind.[c] Prophesy, son of man, and say to the wind that this is what 
the LORD God says. From the four winds, come, O wind, and breathe into these slain so that they 
may live.” 10 So I prophesied as he commanded me. Breath entered them, and they came back to 
life. They stood on their feet, a very, very large army. 11 Then he said to me, “Son of man, these 
bones are the whole house of Israel. They are saying, ‘Our bones are dried up. Our hope is lost. 
We have been completely cut off.’ 12 Therefore, prophesy and say to them that this is what 
the LORD God says. My people, I am going to open your graves and raise you up from your graves 
and bring you back to the soil of Israel. 13 Then you will know that I am the LORD, when I open 
your graves and raise you up from your graves, O my people. 14 I will put my Spirit in you, and you 
will live. I will settle you on your own land, and you will know that I, the LORD, have spoken, and 

I have done it, declares the LORD.”  (EHV) 
 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+37%3A1-14&version=EHV#fen-EHV-21402c


PSALM 116                         CW pg. 107 

 

 
 

I love the LORD, for he heard my voice;* 

he heard my cry for mercy. 

 

Because he turned his ear to me,* 

I will call on him as long as I live. 

 

The LORD is gracious and righteous;* 

when I was in great need, he saved me. 

 

Refrain 

 

For you, O LORD, have delivered my soul from death,* 

my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling. 

 

How can I repay the LORD* 

for all his goodness to me? 

 

I will lift up the cup of salvation* 

and call on the name of the LORD. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Refrain 

 

Refrain Tune: Richard Proulx. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 



Second Lesson                                 Romans 8:11-19 
 
11 And if the Spirit of the one who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, the one who raised 
Christ from the dead will also make your mortal bodies alive through his Spirit, who is dwelling in 
you. 12 So then, brothers, we do not owe it to the sinful flesh to live in harmony with it. 13 For if 
you live in harmony with the sinful flesh, you are going to die. But if by the Spirit you put to death 
the actions of the body, you will live. 14 Indeed, those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of 
God. 15 For you did not receive a spirit of slavery so that you are afraid again, but you received the 
Spirit of adoption by whom we call out, “Abba, Father!” 16 The Spirit himself joins our spirit in 
testifying that we are God’s children. 17 Now if we are children, we are also heirs—heirs of God 
and fellow heirs with Christ, since we suffer with him, so that we may also be glorified with him. 
18 For I conclude that our sufferings at the present time are not worth comparing with the glory that 
is going to be revealed to us. 19 In fact, creation is waiting with eager longing for the sons of God to 
be revealed. (EHV) 
 
HYMN: CW 110                                      “My Song Is Love Unknown” 
 

 
 



 

 

Sermon Text and Theme:                                          John 11:1-45 
 

11 Now a certain man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her 
sister Martha. 2 This Mary, whose brother Lazarus was sick, was the same Mary who anointed the 
Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair. 3 So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, saying, 
“Lord, the one you love is sick!” 4 When Jesus heard it, he said, “This sickness is not going to result 
in death, but it is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 
5 Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 Yet when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed 
in the place where he was two more days. 7 Then afterwards he said to his disciples, “Let’s go back 
to Judea.” 8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, recently the Jews were trying to stone you. And you 
are going back there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? If anyone 
walks around during the day, he does not stumble because he sees this world’s light. 10 But if 
anyone walks around at night, he stumbles because there is no light on him.” 11 He said this and then 
told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to wake him up.” 12 Then the 
disciples said, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will get well.” 13 Jesus had been speaking about his 
death, but they thought he was merely talking about ordinary sleep. 14 So Jesus told them plainly, 
“Lazarus is dead. 15 And I am glad for your sake that I was not there, so that you may believe. But let 
us go to him.” 16 Then Thomas (called the Twin) said to his fellow disciples, “Let’s go too, so that 
we may die with him.” 17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb 
for four days. 18 Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles away. 19 Many Jews had come to 
Martha and Mary to comfort them concerning their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was 
coming, she went to meet him, while Mary was sitting in the house. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, 
if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I know that whatever you 
ask from God, God will give you.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha 
replied, “I know that he will rise in the resurrection on the Last Day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the 
resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me will live, even if he dies. 26 And whoever lives 
and believes in me will never perish. Do you believe this?” 27 “Yes, Lord,” she told him. “I 
believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the world.” 28 After she said 
this, Martha went back to call her sister Mary. She whispered, “The Teacher is here and is calling 
for you.” 29 When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet 
gone into the village, but was still where Martha met him. 31 The Jews who were with Mary in the 



house consoling her saw that she got up quickly and left. So they followed her, supposing she was 
going to the tomb to weep there. 32 When Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at 
his feet and said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw 
her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and 
troubled. 34 He asked, “Where have you laid him?” They told him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus 
wept. 36 Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he who 
opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 38 Jesus was deeply moved again 
as he came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39 “Take away the stone,” he 
said. Martha, the dead man’s sister, told him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, because it 
has been four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory 
of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you 
heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the crowd standing 
here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 After he said this, he shouted with a loud voice, 
“Lazarus, come out!” 44 The man who had died came out with his feet and his hands bound with 
strips of linen and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus told them, “Loose him and let him go.” 
45 Therefore many of the Jews who came to Mary and saw what Jesus did believed in him.  (EHV) 

 

WHO WINS WHEN 
THEY FIGHT DEATH? 

 
 
WE PRAISE YOU, O GOD 

 

 



 

 



INTERCESSORY PRAYERS 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH:                CW 125 

P:  Heavenly Father, you loved the world and gave your Son to liberate us from sin and death by his  
      obedient death on the cross. 
C:  We confess that without your love we are lost. 
 

P:  Lord of the Church, we thank you for the treasure of the gospel. By your Spirit, keep our eyes  
      fixed on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith. 
C:  Strengthen our determination to do what pleases you, no matter what the danger  
      or the cost. 
 

P:  Let us pray for those who carry a cross in the name of Christ and face ridicule and persecution  
      for the sake of the kingdom: missionaries and chaplains, young people who stand up for what is  
      right in the face of pressure to do what is wrong, and all who pay a high price for their faith and  
      their values as Christians. 
C:  By your Spirit, O Lord, grant them patience and endurance. 
 

P:  Let us pray for those who carry heavy burdens in life: the sick and the chronically ill, the 
      depressed and the lonely, those torn by conflict in personal relationships, those victimized by  
      war and injustice, and all who face the terrors of life with a heavy heart. 
C:  Grant them peace, O Lord, and in your mercy, be their guardian and friend, their 
      comfort and hope. 
 

P:   Let us pray for those who care for others: pastors and counselors; physicians and nurses; social  
       workers and caring friends; all who feed the hungry, comfort the hurting, and stand beside the 
       dying. 
C:   Strengthen them in their work, O Lord, and do not let them become weary in  
       doing good. 
 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
 

P:  Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 

Silent prayer. 
 

P:  Help us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Keep us faithful even to the point of  
     death, that we may receive the crown of life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
P:  Eternal God and Father, help us to remember Jesus, who obeyed your will and bore the cross 
for our salvation that through his anguish, pain, and death we may receive forgiveness of sins ad 
inherit eternal life; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C:  Amen. 
 



LORD, HAVE MERCY 

Kyrie 

 

 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be  
     done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our  
     trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,  
     but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever  
     and ever. Amen. 

 
 

 
 

 

BLESSING 

 

 
 



CLOSING HYMN: CW 607                                                                     “How Blest Are They” 
 

 
 

                                      
 

 

Officiants 
Accompanist:  Kayla Liechty 

 Liturgist:  Pastor Greg Sitzman 
 Preacher:  Pastor Ross Ulrich 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ZION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Pastor Ross Ulrich:  734-244-4553; rwulrich@zionmonroe.org 

Pastor Greg Sitzman: 734-309-7877; gsitzman@zionmonroe.org 
Principal:  Bryan Schneck:  907-331-7761; bschneck@zionmonroe.org 

 
MOTHER/DAUGHTER TEA:  TODAY, MARCH 26 FROM 2-4:00 P.M.  Mothers, daughters, and all 
other ladies welcome to join us for entertainment, fellowship, treats and tea.  Suggested donation 
$5 per person.  Please see either foyer for additional information and for envelopes to reserve your 
spot.   
  

Easter Activities for the Family: 

JOURNEY TO THE CROSS:  Saturday, April 1st, from 10:00 a.m. – noon at Zion Lutheran Church.  
This is an interactive journey to walk the path that Jesus walked.  It is a great learning experience.   
We need some great volunteers to make that Journey as meaningful as possible, and we’re hoping 
that you will help. We still need help with supplies to make the stations more realistic and we also 
need help with volunteers.  We will provide you with the training and resources you need to 
succeed as a Journey volunteer. There are descriptions for both in the back of the sanctuary. 
Please take time to pray for our Journey to the Cross and for all our volunteers. Thank you for 
considering this request and for praying about it.  
 
EASTER EGG HUNT:  Saturday, April 8, starting at 10:00 a.m., St. Paul’s will host an Easter event 
for all families.  The program will provide a pastor’s devotion, songs, and movement, craft, 
brunch, and coffee, and of course an outdoor Egg Hunt (weather permitting).  For more 
information or to volunteer for this event, contact Pastor Nate Fager 734-790-1294. 
 
HELPING OUR CHURCH FAMILY: 

Zion’s Meal Train 

There are times in our lives when friends and family ask, "What can I do to help out?"  
The answer is usually to help them with a meal. 

 

Friends in Faith is starting a “Zion’s Meal Train”. The meal train will be open to all male 
and female members of the Congregation interested in providing meals for fellow 
members in need. We are organizing an opportunity to donate meals for situations 
including surgeries/recovery, unexpected hospital stays, loss, birth of a child, etc. We 
will be utilizing the official Meal Train website (www.MealTrain.com) to stay organized. 
When many friends provide support through a meal, Meal Train keeps schedules, as 
well as provides locations and dietary restrictions. If you are interested in volunteering 

to prepare an occasional meal as needed, please provide a phone number and email 
address on the signup sheet in either foyer. Please contact Melissa Freiny with any 
questions at 734-652-1638.  
 
 
 

mailto:rwulrich@zionmonroe.org
mailto:gsitzman@zionmonroe.org
mailto:bschneck@zionmonroe.org
http://www.mealtrain.com/


PLAYGROUP AT ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH:  Come join parents and littles, children 
kindergarten or younger and their parents, to come have fun.  They are meeting on Monday 
mornings from 8:30 until 10:00 a.m. at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church on Albain Rd.  Join for snacks, 
play and Christian fellowship.  Contact Chelsea Kowalski at 507-766-5679 for any questions. 
 
NEW BIC STARTED – Pastor Ulrich started a new Bible Information Class on Sunday, March 
12 from 11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.  There are eight lessons for 2 hours.  If you are interested contact 
Pastor Ulrich (734) 735-3226.  They will cover basic teachings of Christian doctrine.  Upon 
completion of class, a student would be eligible to become a communicant member.  The schedule 
is as follows: 
   March 12, BIC #1 
   March 19, BIC #2 
   March 26, BIC #3 
   April 2, BIC #4 
   NO CLASS – Easter April 9 
   April 16, BIC #5 
   April 23, BIC #6 
   NO CLASS – Voter Meeting April 30 
   May 7, BIC #7 
   May 14, BIC #8 
If you are already a communicant member of Zion and would like to attend BIC to refresh your 
knowledge and understanding, you are welcome to attend.  Again, please call Pastor Ulrich.  
THANK YOU. 
 
 

SPRING IS COMING WHICH MEANS ZION RUMMAGE SALE IS COMING: 
Mark your calendars for Friday, June 2 and Saturday, June 3.  We are happy to take gently used 
items for the sale but please hold onto them until the End of May.   Zion School needs to use the 
gym for school activities and we don’t have a lot of room to store items.  Thank you in advance for 
your support. 
 
 

ZION VERSES ST. STEPHEN, ADRIAN CHALLENGE:  Zion is competing against St. Stephen, Adrian on 
who can get the most Killarney Camp Boosters.  Zion has had the most boosters for the last 5 years 
with 30 Boosters and 13 Lifetime Boosters.  Yearly dues are $40.00 and Lifetime membership is 
$400.00.  Sherry Fuerstenberg will be in the West Foyer with her table for the next two weeks if 
you would like to purchase a membership.  She can also answer any questions you may have about 
the camp.  Also, MARK YOUR CALENDAR the Zion Annual Killarney Camp-out is scheduled for 

Friday- Sunday, August 4-6th.  
 

 
 
 
 
 



COMING UP AT ZION …. 
Sunday 9:00 a.m. Worship Service  

10:15 a.m. Sunday School, Youth Group, and Adult Bible Class 
11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. BIC #3 
2:00 p.m. Mother/Daughter Tea 

Tuesday 10:00 a.m. Adult Bible Class  
  5:00 p.m. Trustees Meeting 
Wednesday Lenten Supper – Ham Sandwiches 

7:00 p.m. Lenten Worship Service #6  
 Saturday  10:00 a.m.-noon Journey To The Cross 

Sunday 9:00 a.m. Worship Service  
10:15 a.m. Sunday School, Youth Group, and Adult Bible Class 
11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. BIC #4 

 
 

MARCH VOLUNTEERS 
  March 1 & 5 March 12 March 15 & 19 March 26 

ALTAR GUILD  Kathy Vanisacker  

LIVE STREAM  
HELPERS 

 
Steve Sordahl 

 
Rob Krueger 

 
Erich Freiny 

 
Miller Sordahl 

USHERS March 1 
Rich Heusman 
Jeff Heusman 

Jake Burke 
Juergan Koenig 

Matt McCormick 
 

March 5 
Russ Vitale 

Keith McBee 
Mark Kipf 

March 12 
Rob Krueger 

Ralph Naveaux 
Ray Chandonnet 

Erich Freiny 
 

March 15 
Rob Krueger 

Ralph Naveaux 
Ray Chandonnet 

Erich Freiny 
 

March 19 
Tony Affholter 

Mark Fuerstenberg 
Ray Palmatier 
Jeff Douglas 

 

Feb. 26 
Joe Koch 

Dave Benge 
Joe Schmeling 

 

COMMUNION 

HELPERS 

March 1 
Jeremy Robinson 

 
March 5 

Alan Bober 

 March 15 
Ken Vagt 

 
March 19 
Mark Kipf 

 

 

 

 

PRE-CALL MEETING – THURSDAY, APRIL13, 2023 @ 7:00 p.m. 
District President Pastor Snowden Sims will be @ Zion, Thursday, April 13 @ 7:00 p.m. to lead a 
PRE-CALL Meeting assessing Zion’s profile and needs for a Senior Pastor.  It is an OPEN FORUM 
– style meeting in which all members of Zion are eligible and invited to attend.  After this meeting 
Pastor Sims will put together a call list for a Senior Pastor in which the voting member of Zion will 
prayerfully deliberate and then call a Senior Pastor. 
 

 


